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PRELIMINARY DISSERTATION. 



JlN the extenfive plan which is carried on under 
the direction of the great Governor of the Uni- 
verfe, an attentive obferver will frequently per- 
ceive the moft unexpected ends, accomplished 
by means the moft im probable, and events branch 
out into effects which were neither forefeen, nor 
intended by the agents which produced them. 
A flight view of the confequcnces which have 
hitherto refulted from our intercourfe with the 
Eaft-Indies, will fufficiently evince the truth of 
this affertion. 

The thirft of conqueft and the defire of gain, ^ 
which firft drew the attention of the moft pow- 
erful, and enlightened nations of Europe to- 
ward the fruitful regions of Hindooftan, have 
been, the mean3 of opening fources of know- 
ledge and information to the learned, and the 
curious, and have added to the flock of the li- 
terary world, treafures, which if not fo fubftan- 
*ial, are of a nature more permanent than thofe 
which have enriched the commercial. 

The many elegant tranflations from the diffe- 
rent Oriental languages vrith which the world 
has been favoured within thefe laft few years, 
have not failed^to attra6t merited attention; and 
the curiofity awakened by thefe productions, 
concerning the people with whom they origi- 
nated, has been gratified by the labours of men, 
who have enjoved the firft rank in literary fame. 

Vol. I. a 



s* 



( ii ) 

Still, however, the writers in every branch 
4»f Oriental literature, have to contend with 
difadvantages, too numerous and too powerful 
to he eafily overcome. The names of the He- 
roes of Greece and Rome, are rendered familiar 
at a period of life, when the mind receives 
every impreffion with facility, and ^enacioufly 
retainsthe impreffions it receives. With the name 
of every Hero, the idea of his character is aflb- 
ciated, and the whole becomes afterward fo con- 
nected in the mind, ^ith the blifcful period of life 
at which it was fiift received, that the recollect- 
ed fcenes of juvenile felicity may frequently, even 
in the moil accomplifhed minds, be found to give 
a z eft to the charms of the ancient authors. To 
thofe, who have not had the advantages of an 
early claffical education, the fame objections 
which render the tranflations from the Oriental 
writers tirefome, and uninterefting, will operate 
with equal force on the moft beautiful paffages 
of Homer, or Virgil, and the names of Glau- 
cus and Sarpedon, of Anchifes and Eneas, be 
found as hard to remember, and as difficult to 
pronounce, as thofe of Kriflina and Arjoun. 

Of thefe advantages, refulting from early 
pxepoffelEons, the Periian and Hindoo writers 
are entirely deftitute, and the difficulty of re- 
conciling the founds of the names of their He- 
roes to an European ear is fo great, that it is 
not till after a greater degree of attention than 
the generality of readers will beftow, that any 
appropriate idea of them can be fixed in the 
mind. This appears to beat leaft onecaufe* 
of. that ignorance, and apathetic indifference 
with' regard to the affairs of the Eaft, which is 
frequently to be remarked in minds, that are in 
every other refpc<Sl highly cultivated, and ac- . 
curately infmmed. For the fake of readers of 
this defcrif tion, particularly thofe of my own 
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fex, who may have been deterred by reafons 
above hinted at, from feeking information from 
a more copious fource, I think it neceflary to- 
ward explaining many paffages in the letters of 
the Rajah, which would otherwife have appear- 
ed utterly unintelligible, to give a fhon and 
fiinple Iketch of the hiftory of the nation to 
which they belonged. Sould my feeble effort 
lead to further enquiry ; fhould it in the mind 
of any perfon of tafte give birth to a laudable 
curiolity, upon a fubjeft where fo much is to be 
learned, my defign will be ftill more fully an- 
fwered, and my wifhes more completely ful- 
filled. 

That part of Afia, known to Europeans by 
the name of Hindooftan, extends from the 
mountains of Thibet on the North, to the fea 
on the South, and from the river Indus on the 
Weft, to the Barampooter on die Eaft, com- 
prehending, within its limits, a variety of pro- 
vinces, many of which have been famous, from 
the earlieft ages, for the falubrity of their cli- 
mate, the richnefe of their produflions, and 
the fertility of theii* foil. Of thfe-country, the 
Hindoos* are the Aborogines. Over the origin 
of this celebrated people, Time has caft the 
impenetrable mantle or oblivion. Their own 
annals trace it back to a period fo remote, fo 
far beyond the date of European Chronology, 

* The word Hind, from whence Hindoo, and Hindooftan, or 
country of the Hindoos, is of Perfian origin, computed by Colo- 
nel Dow to have been derived from Hind, a fuppofed fon of Ham, 
the fon of Noah J and by other Orientalifts, to owe its origin to 
the river Indus For the fake of fuch as take pleafure in tracing 
etymologies, 1 infert a note written on the margin of the copy of 
Gentoo Laws, now in my poficiliun, by one whole knowledge of 
the Perfian language has not been excelled by any. He fays, * The 
* word Hind is often ufed by the Perfian Poets to figmry Black* 
< or dark-odoured, and it ift probable that Hindoos may mean no 
■ • inore than a black man, as our negro from Niger.* 

a % 
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as to be rejected by European pride- The 
magnificent proofs of ancient grandeur, how- 
ever, which are dill to be found, and which 
have been fought for with the moft fuccefsful 
afliduity, by many of our countrymen in India, 
give the moft irrefragable teftimony of the an- 
tiquity of their Empire, and feem to confirm 
the aflmion of its Hiftorians, € that its dura- 
* tion is not to be paralelled by the hiftory of 
c any other portion of the human race.' To 
account for this extraordinary degree of perma- 
nency, we muft direct our attention, not to the 
barriers formed by nature around their territo- 
ries, butjto thofe internal caufes arifing from the 
nature of their Government, their Laws, Reli- 
gion, moral Prejudices, and eftablifhed manners. 
The ancient government, throughout Hindoo- 
flan, appears to have been a federative union ot 
the various ftates, each governed by its owrt 
Rajah, or Chief, but fubjected, in a fort of 
feudal vafialage, to the fovereignty of k the fu- 
• preme Emperor, who was head of* the whole. 
The manner in which the Rajahs of the Hin- 
doos exercifefl the rights of dominion over 
their people, /bears fo little analogy to that prac- 
tifed by the petty fovereigns of fuch European 
ftates as are placed in circumftanees nearly fimi- 
lar; that it wpuld be doing thegreateft injuftice 
to the amiable and benevolent character of the 
Hindoos, to bring them into comparifon. There 
the right of fovereignty bore the, mild afpect of 
parental authority. The Prince confidered the 
people in the light of children, whom he was 
appointed by'Heaven to protect and cherifh; 
and the affection of the fubject for the Prince, 
, A ?rrnder whofe aufpices he enjoyed the bleffings 
m oi freedom and tianquillity, was heightened by 
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eficem for his virtues, into t!ie nxrit inviolable 
attachment*. 

. The divifion of the Hindoos into four Cnjls 9 
or tribes, to each of which a particular ftaiicsj 
was allotted, and peculiar duties were affigned, 
might doubtlefsbe another caufe, which lent its 
aid toward the prefervation of the general har- 
mony. This divifion muft have been made at 
a period too remote for invert igation and which 
feems to fet conjecture at defiance. It is by the 
Hindoo writers wrapt in the veil of allego- 
ry ; they'^Tay, that Brahma, the firft perfon in 
their Triad of Deity, having received the 
power , from the Supreme for the creation of 
mankind, created the Hindoos in the following 
manner : 

From his mouth he produced the Bramin, 
and deftined his rank to be the moft eminent; 
allotting, for his bufinefs, the performance of* 
the rights of Religion, and the infhuflionof 
mankind in the path of duty. 

* The next tribe he created was the Khettric, 
or war tribe, and this he produced from his 
arms, his duty being to defad the feopfe, to go~ 
vtrn, and to command , of this tribe were the 
ancient Rajahs. 

* The descriptions of the Poet, may fometimes be called in to 
juftify, and illuftratc, the affections of the htiltarian. In this 
light, the following paftage from the beautiful drama of Sacontala, 
which was performed at the court of an Indian Monarch, cele- 
brated for his love of the arts, and the encouragement he gave^to 
polite literature in the nrft century before Chrifi, may not be un- 
acceptable. * There fits the King of men, who has felicity at 
« command ,Jyet fhews equal refpect to all : here no fubjeft, even 

* of the lowed clafs, is received with contempt.'—* Thou 
' fc9kek not thy own pleafure, no, it is for the people thou art 
< harrafled from day to day.*—* When thou wieldeft the rod of 
« juftice, thou bringeft to order, all thofewho have deviated from 
' the paths of virtue : thou biddelt contention ceafe : thou waft 
« formed for the prefervation of th/people } thy kindred poffcfc , 

* indeed, confiderable wealth ; but fo boundlefs is thy affection, 
« that all ttyfubjetfs, are confdtred by thee as thy lanjmo^ 
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-He next produced the Bice, or. Banyan, 
from his thighs and belly, aligning him the 
occupations of agriculture, and commerce. And 
IaMy, 

He created from his feet the tribe of Sooder, 
and to him allotted the duties of fubjtflion, 
labour, and obedience. 

The refpeflive, and peculiar virtues of thefe 
different Cafts, are admirably defcribed in the 
following paffage of the Bhagvat Geeta* an epi- 
fode, from their great epic poem, tianflated 
into Englifh by Mr* Wilkins. *** 

c The natural duty of the Bramin is peace, 
9 felf-reftraint, patience, re&itude, wifdom* 
e and learning. The natural duties of the 

* Khetn ie, are bravery, glory > not to flee from 

* the field : re&itude, generofity, and princely 
< conduct. The natural duties of the Bice are 

* to cultivate the land, to tend the cattle, and 

* to buy and fell. The natural duties of the 
' Soodtr is fervitude ; a man by following the 
' duties appointed by his birth, cannot do wrong. 
' A mdfi being contented with his awn farticulttr 

* Jitnation obtaineth ferfe&ion? 

Though all Bramins are not Priefts, none 
but fuch as are of this- Caft can perform any 
offices of the prieftly function. The members 
of every other "Caft preferve for theirs the moft 
refpemul veneration, and a fpirit of partiality 
toward them feems to breath throughout their 
laivs, as well as religious inftitutions. 

Thofe who take pleafure in pointing the 
fhafts of farcafm againft the order of the Pricft- 
liood (without confidering, that invectives againft 
any fociety of individuals, are only fatires upon 
human nature) will readily affign to the Bramins 
thcmfelves, the formation of laws which appear 
£> favourable to their interefts j and produce it 
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as an additional proof of pricfliy cunning and 
ambition ; but a moment's reflection on the 
duties, as well as privileges, of this Caft, will 
put an end to invidious exultation. 

An abhorrence of the (hedding of blood, is a 
principle which pervades the whole of the Hin- 
doo religion, but the Bramins obierve it in the 
flricleft degree. They eat nothing that has 
life in it; their food confining entirely of fruit 
and vegetables, and their only luxury being 
tile milk of the Cow, an animal for whole fpe- 
cTes they have a particular veneration. Not 
only every aft of hoftility, but even every me- 
thod of defence is, to them ftriclly prohibited j 
Submitting to violence with unreiifting pati- 
ence and humility, they leave it to God, and 
their Rajahs* to avenge, whatever injuries they 
mayfuftain. 

The Separation of the different Cafts from 
each other is ablblute and meverfible; it forms 
' the fundamental principle of their laws, and 7 
the flighteft breach of it never ' fails to incur 
uni verf-il reprobation. > 

Thus thofe fources of difquiet, which have 
held moft of the empires of the earth in a ft ate 
of perpetual agitation, were unknown to the / 
peaceful children of Brahma. /The turbulence 
of ambition, the emulations pi envy, and the 
murmurs of difcontent, were equally unknown 
to a people where each individual, following 
the occupation, and walking in the fteps of his 
fathers, considered it his primary duty to keep 
in the iituation that he firmly believed to have 
been marked out for him by the hand of Provi- 
dence. 

In the fpirit of the religion of the Hindoos, 
a ftill more efficient caufe, of the durability of 
their ftate, prefents.itfelf to our view. Qrigi- 



( via ) 

nal in its nature, and abfolute in its decrees 
its precepts induce a total feclufion fiom the reft 
of mankind. Far, however, from diftprbing 
ihofe who are of a different faith, by endeavours 
to convert them, it does not even admit of pro- 
klytes to it3 own. Though tenacious of their 
own do6hines, in a degree that is unexampled 
:n the hiftory of any other religion, the moft 
fervent zeal in the moft pious Hindoos, leads 
them neither to hate, nor defpife, nor pity fuch 
us are of a different belief, nor does it fuffer 
them to conlider others as lefs favoured by the 
Almighty than themfelvcs. This fpirit of uft- 
hounded toleration proceeded in a natural courfe 
from the fublirne and exalted 'notions of the 
Deity, taught by the Brarains, and every where 
to be met with ih their writings, and which are 
only equalled in that Gofpel * which brought 
' life and immortality to light.' 

That Being whom they diftinguifhed by the 
different appellations of the Principle of Truth, 
the Spirit of Wifdom ! the Supreme I by whom 
the Univerfe was fpread abroad, whofe perfec- 
tions none can grafp within the limited circle of 
human ideas, views, they fay, with equal com- 
placency, all who are ftudious to perform his 
will throughout the immenfe family of creation. 
They deem it derogatory to the charafter of 
this Being, to fay that he prefers one religion to 
another, * to fuppofe fuch preference, being 
the height of impiety, as it would be fuppofing 
injuftice toward thofe whom he left ignorant of 
his will :' and they therefore conclude that every 
religion is peculiarly adapted to the country and 
people where it is. pra&ifed*. The Bramin.s, 
who compiled the Code of Gentoo Laws, 

* See Crawford's Sketches. 
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tranflated by Mr. Halhed, explain their opinion 
upon this fubje& in very explicit terms : * the 
c truly intelligent, (fay they; well know that 
c the differences and varieties, of created things 
f are a ray of his glorious effence, and that the 
c contrarieties of conflitutions are types of his 

* wonderful attributes. He appointed to each 
' Tribe its own faith, and to every Sefl its own 

* religion, and views, in each particular place, 
c the mode of worfh ip refpefti vely appointed 

* it. Sometimes he is employed, with the at- 
e tendants upon'the -Mofque, in counting the 
c facred beads ; fometimes he is in the Temple 
« at the adoration of Idols, the intimate of the 
' Muffulman, and the friend of the Hindoo, 
« the companion of the Chriiiian, and the con- 
< ficlant of the Jew/ 

A toleration founded upon fuch fyftematic 
principles, would neceifarily exclude thofe ar- 
gumentative difputations, thofe cruel and ob- 
fttnate animofitics, which, alas! under a dif- 
penfation whofe very effence is benevolence, 
have fo often difturbed the peace of focicty. 
There the acrimonious cenfure, the keen retort, 
the] vehement invective again!; thofe who dif- 
fered in opinion, was totally unknown. Under 
tfee banners of their religion, the irafcible pal- 
fions were never ranged. * He, my fervant,' 
lays Krifhna, fpeakihg in the perfon of tile 
Deity, c He, my fervant, is dear to me, who is 

* free from eimity 9 merciful, and exempt from 

* pride and felfifhnefs, and who is the fame in 
€ pain and in pleafure, patient of wrongs, 
€ contented, and whofe mind is fixed on me 
€ alone.' 

I fhall conclude this account of the notions 
of the Deity, entertained by the Hindoos, with 
the firft ftanza of that beautiful Hymn to Kar- 
a 5 



( x ) 

rayana, or the Spirit of God exerted in Crea- 
tion, tranflated by the elegant pen of Sir Wil- 
liam Jones. 

* Spirit of Spirits! who through every part, 

* Of fpace expanded, and of endlefs time, 

* Beyond the ftretch of laboring thought fublime 
' Bad'ft uproar into beauteous order ftart, 

* Before Heavtn was, Thou art : ' 

' Ere fpheres beneath us roll'd, or fphercs abore* 

* Ere Earth in firmament*] ether hung, 

* Thou fat'ft alone, till through thy myftic love, 

* Things unexirting to exigence fprung, \ 

* And grateful defcant fnng, 

c What firft impellM Thee to exert thy might 

* Coodoefs unlimited .—What glorious light 

4 .Thy powers diie&ed ? Wifdom without bound 
' What prov'd it firft ? Oh r guide my fancy right, 

* (Oh raire from cumVrous ground 
« My foul, in rapture drown'd* 

* That fearlefs it may foar on wings of fire ; , 
' For Thou, who only know'ft, Thou only can*ft infpife. 

A farther view of -their religious fyftem may- 
be neceflary, and will, perhaps, be fufficient 
to elucidate another chara&eriftic feature of the 
Hindoos, which has forcibly ftruck all who 
have bad an opportunity of obfetving them. 
The patience evinced by this mild and gentle 
race under the fevereft fuffering, and the indif- 
ference with whith they view the approach of 
death, which has been Severally affigned to con- 
fthutional apathy, to their mode of living, 
and to the delicate texture of their bodies, may 
perhaps be eoually accounted for, from their 
firm and ftvdtaft belief in a future ftate. Thi* 
belief, indeed, is darkened by many errors. 
They believe that the human foul muft be puri- 
fied by fuffering, and that it is not till after 
having undergone thjs expiatory difcipline 
through a feiies of different bodies, that it be- 
comes worthy of admifiion to eternal happinefs. 
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The evils infli&ed upon the fecmingly inoffen- 
five, is attributed by them as a punifhment for 
crimes committed in the pre-exiftent ftate. Re- 
volting from the idea of eternal punifhmem, as 
incompatible with the juftnefs and goodnefs of 
their Creator, they believe that the fouls of the 
wicked, after having been for a time confined 
in Narekha (the infernal regions) are fent back 
upon the ftage of life, to animate the bodies of 
the inferior creation, till by various chaftifements 
and transmigrations in thele probationary Rates, 
every vicious inclination is fufliciently corrected 
to admit of their reception into the regions of 
perfection and happinefs. ' Animated by the 
' deiire of obtaining that final boon/ fays a late 
Hiftorian*, * and fired by all the glorious pro- 
c mifes of their religion, the patient Hindoo 

* fmiles amid unutterable mifery, and exults in 

* every dire variety of voluntary torture.* 
Notwithftanding the fublime notions of the 

Tlindoo concerning Deity ; and, notwithftand- 
ing the ftrenuous affertions of the beft informed 
Bramins, even at the prefent day, that their 
worfhip is only directed to one divine effence, and 
that the many inferior deities, whofe images 
fill their temples, are but fo many emblems of 
his different attributes, it muft be confeffed, that 
the religion of the vulgar has degenerated intb v 
the groffeft idolatry. This may be accounted 
for by the jealous care with.which the tribe of 
Brahma prevented the intrufion of the multi- 
tude into thefe avenues to fcience and to jwrtfi, , 
of which they were the peculiar guafdiansf . 
Ignorance naturally leads t& ^uperftition, and 
the vulgar of all ranks, fixing their attention 

* See Maurice's Antiquities. 

f See Introda&ian to the Gentoo Laws. 
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on jhe. external objeft that is prcfcnted to them, 
lofc light of the more remote and fpiritual allu<- 
fion, and foon transfer that veneration to the 
fymbol, which was at firft meant only to be 
excited for trie thing fignified. itar is it in the 
religion of Hindooftan alone, that fimilar ef- 
fects are produced by caufes of a like nature. 
. To enter upon the difquifition of a fubje#, 
fo extenfive and fo intricate as that of Hindoo 
Mythology, would be to wander far from the 
purpofe of the prefent Introduflion : fuch an 
idea of it, however, as may ferve to elucidate 
forne paffagcs in the Letters of the Rajah, which 
allude to their divinities, may be deemed nei- 
ther unneceflary, nor impertinent. 

Their firft thing that prefcnts itfelf to our 
view is the Triad of Deity, Brimha, Veefhna, 
and Seeva, under which form is reprefented the 
three grcu attributes of the Almighty — Power 
to create, Goodnefs to preferve, and Juftice to 
punifh. The long lift of the inferior deities, - 
which follow, exhibit fuch a ft ri king iimilitude 
iri their charader and offices to the ancient k gods 
of Greece and Rome, that it has led to a con- 
jecture of their being actually the fame, and an 
-< ttempt has been made by a writer of equal tafte 
and erudition, to prove their identity, and to 
trace their wanderings through the mazes of 
Grecian and Egyptian lore. Of the members 
i f this numerous Pantheon, it will be fufficient 
for our purpofe to mention the few following. 
• The firft in rank is Ganefa, the God of Wif- 
dom, who is thought to be the Janus of the 
Grecian Mythology; Carticeya, the God of 
War, whofe prowefe is not inferior to that of 
the Mars of Rome. Serafwsttec, the* Goddeft 
of Letters, and prote&refs of Arts and Sci- 
ences, whofe iniignia, the Palmyra Leaf, and 
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the Reed or Pen (implements ufed in writing) 
are furely more appropriate to her charaQer, 
than the Shield and Lance which graced the 
Minerva of the Greeks. Cama, or the God of 
Love, is faid, by Sir William Jones, to be 
the twin brother of the Grecian Cupid, with 
richer and more lively appendages. And, in- 
deed, if we from our notions of this fabulous 
divinity from the beautiful Ode addreifed to him, 
by an ancient Hindoo bard, we mud confefshis 
fuperiority to be very evident*. And, laftly, 

* Hymn to Camdeo $ tranflated by'Sn William Jonet. 

*« The God, to whom thejfbllowing poem is addrerTed, appears 
the fame with the Grecian Eros and the Roman Cvpido, but the 
Indian defcription of his pcrfon and arms, his family, attendants, 
and attributes, has. new and peculiar beauties. His bow of fugar- 
cane or flowers, with a firing of bees, and his five arrows, each 
pointed with an Indian bloflom of a heating quality, are allegories 
equally new and beautiful."' 

TUB HYMN, 

• 

WHAT potent Sod from jig-a's orient bow'rs 
Floats thro" the lucid air,- while living flow're, 
With funny twine the vocal asbours wreathe, 
And gales enamour' J heav'nly fragrance breathe ? 

Hail pow'r unknown ! for at thy beck 

Vales and groves their bofoms deck, 

And every laughing bloflom drefles 

With gems of dew his muiky treflea. 
I feel, I feel thy genial flame divine, 
And hallow thee, and kifs thy fhrine. 

• Know'ft thou not me r* Celeftial founds I hear ! 
« Know' ft thou not me ? Ah, fpare a mortal ear ! 
' Beh lo*— my fwimmmg eyes entranced 1 raife, 
But oh I they {brink before th* excefBve blaze. 

Yes, fon of Maya, ye3, 1 know, 

Thy blooming fhafts, and cany bow, 

Cheeks with youthful glory beaming, 

Locks in braids etherial ftreaming. 
Thy fcaJy ftaodard, thy myfrerious arms, 
And all thy pains and all thy charms. 
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Surraya, or the God of Day, who, in his cha- 
riot, drawn by fcvcn green horfes, bears fo near 
a refemblance to Apollo, that it is impoflible 
not to recognife them as the fame. 

God of each lovely fight, eachriovely found, 
Soul-k'mdling, wurld-iiiflassing, ftary-crown*d, 
Eternal Coma t Or doth Sfnara bright, 
Or proud Among* give thee more delight ? 

Whate'er thy feat, whaler thy name, 

Seas, earth, and air thy name proclaim; 

Wreathy (miles anjd rofeate pleafures, 

Are thy richer*, fweeteft treafores. 
All animals to thee thair^frute bring, 
And hail thee univerfal Jonf". 

'Thy confort mild, AfftB'von ever true, 
Graces thy fide, her veft d glowing hue, 
And in her train twelve blooming girls advance, . 
Touch golden ftrings, and knit the mirthful dance/ 

Thy dreaded implements they bear, 

And wave them in the fcented air, 

Each with pearls her neck adorning, 

Brighter than the tears of morning. 
Thy crimfan enfign which before them flies, 
Decks with new ftars the, fapphire ikies. 

God of the flow'ry (hafts, and flow'ry bow, 
Delight of all above and all below I 
Thy lovM companion, co*jjfctnt from his birth, 
In beav'n clyp'd Btjcnt, and gay Sjf^mg on earth, 

Weaves thy green robe and flaunting bow'rs. 

And from thy clouds draws balmy JbowYs, 

He with freu arrows fills thy quiver, 

(Sweet the gift,' and fweet the giver !) 
And bids the many-plumed warbling throng 
Burft the pent bloflbms with their fong. 

He bends the lafciotn cane, and twifts the ftring 
With bees, how fweet ! hut ah, how keen their fting I 
He with five flow* rets tips the ruthlefs darts, 
Which thro' five fenfes pierce enraptured hearts : 

Strong CAumpa, rich in od'rous gold, 

'Warm Amer f nurs'd in heav'nly mould, 

Dry Nmgkeftr % in filver fmiltng, 

Hot Kitkum, our fenfe beguiling ; 
And laft* to kindle fierce the fcorching flame, 
Love/htjh which/Gods bright Beta name. 
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Thefc will ferve to give the reader fome idea 
of the numerous divinities, whofe images are 
Worfbipped in the temples of the Hindoos, and 
to whofe honour feftivals are celebrated, and 
▼otive offerings of fruits and flowers are pre* 
fented. 

The peculiar conftrudion of the Hindoo go- 
vernment, and the precepts of Hindoo faith* 
though admirably calculated for the prefenration 
of their empire in bappinefs and tranquillity, 
were not fo favourable to the cultivation of the 
mind, and to its advancement in the paths of 
ufeful knowledge. 

To expand the faculties of the human foul 
the paffions muft be called into aftion, nor can 
any of theie be laid under fucb reftraint, as 
dooms them to lie for ever dormant, without 
injuring the powers of the mind. 

In the ftruggie of contending interefts, though 
peace is fomctimes loft, intelle&ual energy is 

Can men refift thy pow'r, when Kit/Urn yield* ; 
Krjhtn, who ftill in M*tra*s holy fields ^ 
Tunes harps immortal, and to Grains divine. 
Dances by moonlight with the Gofia nine ? 

But when thy daring arm untam'd 

At Makadto a lovefhaft aim'd, 

Heav'n (hooky and, fmit with ftony wonder, 
* Told his deep dread in burfts of thunder. 
While on thy beauteous limbs an azure fire, 
Blaz'd forth, which never muft expire. 

O thou for ages born, yet ever young, 
For ages may thy BramtCt lay be fung ! 
And when thy lory fpreads his em'rald wings 
To waft thee high above the tow*rs of kings ; 

While o'er thy throne the moon's pale light, 

Pours her foft radiance thro' the night, 

And to each floating cloud difcovers, 

The haunts of bleft or joylefs lovers, 
Thy mildeft influence to thy bard impart, 
To warm, but not cooiume, his heart. 
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idea, with which they had entered upon their 
career of conqueft, they contented themfefves 
with the acquirement of the civil dominion and 
almoft univerfal empire of Hindooftan, 

In thefe provinces, where the Muffulman 
iuiifdi6lion was fully eftabliflied, Muffulman 
courts of juftice were ere&ed. The laws whkh 
the Hindoos had for numberlefs ages been ac- 
cuftomed to revere, as of divine authority, were 
fet afide, and all caufes judged and decided by 
the ftandard of Muffulman juiifprudence ; an 
evil which appeared to the unhappy Hindoo 
more formidable than the extortions of avarice, 
or the devaluations of cruelty*. Nor was the 
effect of thefe latter paflions unfelt, the peculiar 
punilhment of forfeiting their Caft, whjch is 
attached by their law to the mod temporary and 
feemingly trivial deviation from its precepts, and 
which involves in it the dreadful confequences 
of irremediable alienation and irreverfible pre- 
fcription, was converted by their Mahommedah 
rulers into a lucrative fource of oppreffion. Su- 
perftition combined with avarice to invent the 
means of infli6ling this dreadful chaftifement* 
and fines, without mercy, were exadied by thofe 
bigot ted and venal judges. 

By the fame mercilei's conquerors, their com- 
merce was impeded by eveiy clog which avari- 
cious and unfeeling power could invent to ob- 
ftru£k it. Neither the mild and tolerating fpirit 
of the religion of the Hindoos, nor the gen- 
tle and innoffenfive manners of its votaries, 
were fufficient to protect them from the into- 
lerant zeal and brutal antipathy of their Ma- 
hommedan invaders- In the effulions of their 
barbarous enthulhfm, the temples of the Hin- 

• 8fce ScroftOA's Hindooftafi. 
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doos ornamented with the moft carious fculp* 
ture, and decorated with all the ingenuity and 
flcill for which they were celebrated, were utterly 
demolifhed, and the monuments of their ancient 
fplendour every where deftroyed. 

For the fupport of the Mogul Nobles, align- 
ments were grafted on the lands of the different 
provinces, which were levied by thefe military 
lords inperfon, who, haughty and voluptuous* 
came to colleft their pay from a tiiriid people, 
whom they hated and defpifed with all the fer- 
vour of bigotry and ignorance. 

T9 enumerate the multifarious load of op- 
preftion under which the unhappy Hindoos were 
doomed to groan, would be a tedious and un- 
grateful talk. A generous mind cannot take 
pkafiire in contemplating the pidure of human 
siifery, and human crime, though drawn by the 
Correct hand of truth : let it then fuffice to fay, 
that the whole fyftcm of Mogul government 
toward their conquered Provinces was fuch, 
as could pever fail to fhock an European mind. 

Hard, however, as was the fate of the poor 
Hindoos under their Mogul Sovereigns, even 
in the moft flpurifhing ftj^ of their Empire; 
when that Empire moulden 1 to decay, and the 
power of one dcfpot was overthrown, to make 
way for the uncontrouled licentioufnefs of num- 
berlefe petty tyrants, it became yet more truly 
deplorable*. 

The vigorous adminiftration of a long line of 
able princes, bad, alone, for ages preferved this 
vaft, but heterogeneous, and ill-conftru&ed 
fabric from diflblution ; and when, according 
to the unavoidable confequences of hereditary 
defpotifm, the reins of government; were tranf- 
mitted into weak and feeble bands, it fell rapid- 

• See RohUla Hiftory. 
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ly to ruin. To the wretched fuccefibr of the 
Imperial throne, the miferable reprefentatiye of 
the houfe of Timur, little now remains, but an 
univerfally acknowledged title to royalty, de- 
clared by inefficacious expreffions of loyalty and 
attachment ; while thofe who by bold uiurpa- 
tion, fuccefsful rebellion, or infidious frauds 
poffeffed themfelves of the fpoils of the ruined 
empire, have eftablifhed in their own families 
the right of fucceffion to the territories thus 
acquired. 

In thofe provinces which, by a train of cir- 
cumftances, totally foreign to our purpofe to 
relate, have fallen under the dominion of Great 
Britain, it is to be hoped the long-fullering 
Hindoos have experienced a happy change. 
Nor can we doubt of this, when we fconfider 
that in thofe provinces, the horrid modes of pua- 
ifhment, inflicted by the Mahommedans, have 
been abolifhed ; the fetters, which retrained 
their commerce, having been taken off ; the 
taxes are no longer colleflcd by the arbitrary, 
authority of a military chieftain, but are put 
upon a footing that at once fecures the revenue, 
and prote6ls the fubie6r from oppreffion. The 
Banditti of the Hilf*d which uled to rnoleft the 
inoffenfive inhabitants by their predatory incur- 
fions, have been brought into peaceable ftibjec- 
tion. That unrelenting perfecution, which was 
deemed a duty by the ignorant bigotry of their 
Muffulman rulers, has, by the milder fpirit of 
Chriftianity, been converted into the tendered 
indulgence. Their ancient laws have been re- 
ftored tp them ; a tranflation of them, into the 
Perfian and Englifh languages, has been made,, 
and is now the guide of the Courts Qf Juflice, 
which have been eftablifhed among them. 
.Agriculture has been encouraged by the moft 
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certain of all methods— ^the fecurity of proper- 
ty ; and all thefe advantages have been rendered 
doubly valuable, by the enjoyment of a bleffing 
equaj* if not fuperior, to every other— the Blef- 
fing of Peace, a bleffing to which they had for 
ages been ftrangers*. 

Thefe falutary regulations, originating with 
Jtfr. Haftings, fteadily purfued by Sir John , 
M'Pherfon and Lord Comwallis, and perfever- v 
ed in by the prefent Governor General, will 
diffufe the fmiles of profperity and happinefs 
over the beft provinces of Hindooftan, long af- 
ter the difcordant voice of party fliall have been 
humbled^ in the filence of eternal reft ; and the 
rancorous rnifreprefentations of envy and male- 
volence, as much forgotten, as the florid ha- 
rangues, and turgid declamations, which con- 
veyed them to the fhort-lived notice of the 
•world* \ 

The change which has been effected on the 
chara&er, and manners of the Hindoos, during 
fo many years of fubjc&ion, and fo many con- 
vulfions in their political ftate, is not by any 
means fo great, as fuch powerful caufes might 
have been fuppofed to have produced. 

In wandering through the defolated iflands of 
the Archipelago, or even on the c'affic fh&rs, of 
Italy, the enlight* ned traveller would in vain 
hope to recognife, in the prefent inhabitants, 
one remaining lineament of the diftinguithed 
charaflerjjlics of their illuftrious anccftors. 
There the mouldering edifice, the fallen pillar, 
and the broken arch,, bear, alone, their iilcnt 
teilimony, to the genius and refinement of the 
ftetcs which produced them. But in Hindoo- 
ftan,, the original features that marked the cha- 

* Review of the Bridih Government in Iadia,' 



( xxii ) 

ra&er of their nation, from time immemorial, 
are Aill too vilible to be miftaken or overlooked. 
Though they have, no doubt, loft much of 
their original purity, and iimplicity of manners, 
thofe religious prejudices which kept them in 
a ftate ot perpetual feparation from their con- 
querors, has tended to the prefervation of their 
originality of character* and all its correfpondent 
virtues. 

In the few diftrifls which, fecured by their 
insignificancy, or the inacceifibility of their 
fituation, retained their independence : the ori- 
ginal character ftill remains apparent. Such, 
till about the -middle of the prefent century, 
was the fate of thofe, whofe territories were 
fituate along the mountains of Kummaoom. 

The, inhabitants of this lofty boundary of the 
rich and fertile province of Kuttaher, continued 
to enjoy the bleifings of independence and fecu- 
rity, till that province was brought under the 
fubjection of a bold and fuccefsful Rohilla 
adventurer, who eftablifhing himfelf, and his 
followers, in the poffeffion of Kuttaher (which 
from thenceforth bore the name of Rohilcund) 
directed his arms toward the extirpation of thofe 
Rajahs, whofe vicinity excited his jealoufy and 
alarmed his pride. 

He fucceeded but too well in the execution 
of his unjuft defign, and did not fail to make 
the molt tyrannical ufe of the viSory he had 
obtained. Some of thefe Chiefs he banilhed 
for ever from the long enjoyed feats of their 
anceftors ; fome he removed to the other fide of 
the Ganges, and from the few he fuffered to re- 
main, he ftipulated the payment of an annual 
tribute*, and the immediate depofit of an ex- 
orbitant fine. 

• SeeRohHfcHiftoiy. 
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The Rajah Zararmilla, who will foon.be in* 
troduced to the acquaintance of the reader, 

, appears to have beeh defcended from one of 
thofe petty Sovereigns, who were obliged to put 
on the galling yoke of their unfeeling conquer* 
or. He, however, muft be fuppoied to have * 
been among the number who were permitted to 
remain on their ancient territories, while the 
family of his friend and correfpondent Maan- . 
daara, appears to have been banifhed from the 

/ Province, and to have taken fhelter-in the 
neighbourhood of Agra. 

This fliort flcetch, imperfect as it is, may 
ferve to give fome idea of the ftate of Hindoo- 
ftan, not" only when the Letters of the Rajah, 
which are now to be laid before the public, 
were written, but antecedent to that period. 
Adequate, however, to the purpofe of elucida- 
tion, as it may be thought by fome readers, it 
may be ccafured by others, as a prelum ptuous 
effort to wander out of that narrow and con- 
tracted ^>ath, which they have allotted to the 
female mind. 

To obviate this objection, the writer hopes it 
will be fufficient to give a fuccinft account of 
the motives which led her to the Examination 
of a fubjeft, at one time very univerfally talked ^ 
o£ but not often very thoroughly underftood. 
From her earlieft iuftruSors, fte imbibed the 
idea, that toward a ftricr performance of the fe- 
yeral duties of l^fe, Ignorance was neither a 
neceffary, nor an ufefui auxiliary, but on the 
contrary, that (he ought to view every new idea 
as an acquifition, and 'to feize, with avidity, 
every proper opportunity for making the ac- 
quirement. 

In the retirement of a country life, it was 
from books alone that any degree of inform*- 
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tion was to be obtained ; but when thefe fe- 
queftered fcenes were exchanged for the metro- 
polis, opportunities for inftruflion, of a nature 
ftill more pleafing, were prefented. 

The affairs connected with the ftate of our 
dominions in India, were then the general topic 
of converfation. It was agreeable, from its 
novelty ; and flic had the peculiar advantage of 
hearing it difcuffed by thofe, who, from local 
-knowledge, accurate information, andunbiaflTcd 
judgment, were eminently qualified to render 
the difcuffion both interesting and inftrucYive. 
The names of the molt celebrated Orientalifts 
became familiar to her ear ; a tafte for the pro- 
ductions of their writers was acquired ;. and, 
had it not been for a fatal event, which tranf- 
formed the cheerful haunt of domeftic happi- 
nefs into the gloomy abode of forrow, and 
changed the energy of Hope into the liftlelfnefs 
of defpondency, a competent knowledge of the 
language of the originals would likewife have 
been acquired. Time, at length, poured its 
balm into the wounds cf .affii&ion, and the 
mind by degrees, took pleafure in reverting to 
iubjecls which were interwoven with the ideas 
of paft felicity. The letters of the Rajah were 
fought for, and the employment they afforded 
was found fo falutary, in beguiling the hours 
of folitude, and foothing the pain 6f thought, 
that the ftudy of them was refumcd, as an ufe- 
ful relaxation, and, c being brought to a con- 
clufiofl,* they are now prefented to the world, 
whofe dccilion upon their merit, is looked for- 
ward to with timid hope, and determined re- 
lignation. 
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LETTER I. 

2aarmil!a, Rajah of^ Almora, to Kiftieeft 
Neeay Maandaara, Zimeendar of Cum- 
lore, in Rohilcund. 

A RAISE to Ganefa ! May the benign in- 
fluence of the God of Wifdom*, beaming 
oq the breaft of Maandaara, difpel thofe 

* The God of Wifdom, a cuftomary introdu&ion 
to the writings of the Hindoos. From feveral ex> 
predion* made uf* of by the Rajah in th* courfe of 
his cprrefpondeuce, he appears to have been an ad- 
herent of the feft called in the northern parts of In- 
dia Veefhnubukt, ox Adorers of VeeChnu, the pre- 
ferving^Power^ » 

Vol. I. B 
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clouds of wrath which have been engen- 
dered by miftake, and poured forth in the 
whirlwind of irapetuofity- 

I might juftly expoftuiateupon the harfh- 
nefs of thy expreflions ; but I call to mind 
thd goodnefs of thy heart, and they are 
effaced from my memory- We mrink 
from the fury of the King of Rivers, when 
his terror-Unking voice threatens deftruc- 
tion to the furrounding world ; but when 
his filver waves return to the peaceful chan- 
nel allotted to them by the adored Veefh- 
nu, we forget our terrors, and contemplate 
with rapture the majeftic grandeur of the 
facred ftreana who rolls his bleflings to a 
thoufand nations. And who would not 
prefer the cafual fury of the mighty Gan- 
ges to the apathetic dulnefs of the never 
moving pool ? 
. The Angel of Truth, whofe dwelling is 
. tf ith Brahma, be my witnefs, that I have 
never been unmindfulofthevowsof friend- 
(hip we fo folcmnly exchanged over the 
ftill warm afhes of the venerable Pundit ; 
who was the guide and inftruftor of our 
tender years. Tjviee, in performance of 
that vow, have I effayed to fend the pro- 
mifed information, and twice have my in- 
tentions been fruftrated. 

No fooner had the aufpicious arms of the 
fens of Mercy opened the long-obftru<3ted 
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channels of Conveyance, and checked the . 
fury of the Afgan Khans, who have fo long 
oppreffed our unhappy country*, than 1 
difpatched a meflengcr to thee, with a full 
account of public affairs, and of all the 
incidents that have occurred to me in my 
retirement. Two months ago I learned 
that this mefienger was drowned in his at- 
tempts to pafs the Jumna. Again I wrote 
the fame voluminous detail, and fent it by 
the hands of a Hircarrah, employed in the 
Englifh camp> and who was fent by them 
with difpatches to Agra, his native city. 
This mefienger, more unfortunate than the 
other, was feized and cut to pieces, by a 
band of brutal Afgans. Hoping that this 
account will fully exculpate me from the 
charge of negle&, and leaving it to the 
Ihrili voice of fame to acquaint thee with 
the public tranfadtions of this eventful pe- 

* • On the asd day of April, 1774, was fought 
between the armies of the vifier, affiled by the Eng- 
lifh, and the troops of Hafi* Rhamut, iheRohiila 
Chief, the decifive battle of Cutterah ; in which the 
complete victory obtained by the former at once an- 
nihilated the power and decided the fate of the Af- 
fan adventurers. Wherever the fate of the Rohillas 
ecame known (fays the hiftorian of their ihort lived 
empire) the Hindoo Zimeendars (each of whom is 
poffeffed of a ffrong hold attaching to the chief vil- 
lage of his diftriift) (hut their forts, and refilling to 
their late mailers prote&ion, plundered without dis- 
tinction *11 whom they found flying toward the hills/ 
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riod, I lhall recapitulate fuch parts of my 
two epiftles as regarded myfelf alone, and 
in conformity to the promifes that have 
pafled between us, (hall lay open to you 
not only the actions of my life, but the 
very thoughts of my heart. 

Three days after that in which the blood 
of the Khans had ftained the plains of Cut- 
terah*, word was brought me by the Zi- 
meendar of Lolldong, that our late bppref- 
fors were flying on the wings of defpair to 
the mountains of Cummow, He conjured 
me, by all that we had fuflered from the 
cruelty of Allee Mobamed, and the tyran- 
ny of his fucceffors, not to give paffage to 
the fugitives ; but by arming my Ryots to 
difappoint their hopes of fafety and turn 
them back upon the fvrords of their ene- 
mies, ^returned for anfwer, that * I gave 
praife to Veelhnu, who had revenged thte 
wrongs of the Hindoos, but that I hud ne- 
ver learned to lift my hand agaicft a fallen 
foe.' 1 then ifiued firi& orders to all my 
Kyots to k^ep within their dwellings, and 
having performed the accuftomary Poojahf, 
betook myfelf to reft. Reflexions upon 
the viciffitudes of fortune agitated my fflbL 
Sleep forfook my eyelids; and while the 
earth was yet clothed in the robes of dark- 

' * Hiftory of the Rohilla Afgars, page 24.1. 
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* fiefs, I went forth with a few attendant * 
k» hopes that the temperate air, and placid 
ftillnefs pf the night, would tranquil life my 
mind. With aftonifhment I perceived the 
caftern horizon already tinged by the flame 
colonred charioteer of Surraya*. I baf-' 
tened to afcend the hill, that I might be 
ready to pav my devotions at the firft ap- 
pearance of the glorious orb, the facred 
emblem of the' life-giving fpirit of the 
Eternal !, I reached the fummh of the hill, 
but, Powers of Mercy ! what a fight then 

> presented itfelf to my view ? The vaft 
jungle extended itfelf over the northern 
fide of Cumlore was in a blaze of fire. 
The refledion of the mighty conflagration 
illuminated the heavens, while* founds 
more dreadful than had ever pierced my 
eaiSj undulated through the fire-fraught 
air. The ihrieks of the afiighted Afgans, 
the fhouts of the Hindoos, who had con- 
trived this method to dbftruft their flight, 
the growling of the tigers, and yelling of 
the other beafts of prey, who had been 
difturbed in their dens, the crackling of 
the flames, and the bright glare of the iiill- 
fpreading fire, formed altogether an un- 
fpeakable combination of horrors. 

* Arjoun or the dawn; -who is expreflively re- 
prefented in Hindoo fculpture by the upper pan only 
of a man, the reft of his ( perfon being luppofc d not 
ytt emerged from darknefs. 



( 6 ) . 

* Many of the wretched fugitives palled 
the place where I flood; no longer the 
proud and haughty lords, at wbofe frowns 
the Rajahs of the earth were wont to trem- 
ble : terror now fat upon their humble 
foreheads, and defpair feemed the lead- 
er of their fteps. While I contemplated 
their prefent calamity, the remembrance 
of their former tyranny patted info the bo- 
ibm of oblivion. A young ipan appear- 
ed, the blood ftill ftreamiig from his 
wounds^ while on his back he bore his 
aged'father. In vain did the old man en- 
treat this dutiful fon to leave him to his 
fate; hie ftill proceeded, with tottering 
fteps to convey him he knew not whi- 
ther. c Surely/ . faid I, * the anions of 
this old man muft have been meritorious 
in the fight of Heaven, that he fhould 
have been rewarded with fuch a &n.' I 
looked on the old warrior, and called to 
mind the grey hairs of my father. 

I flopped the fugitives, who feeing 
my drefs, looked on me without hope, 
and prepared themfelves to receive the 
ftroke of death. Whatever are your of- 
fences, faid I to the fon, your filial piety 
has in my eyes made atonement: turn, 
therefore, to the ftielter of my fortrefs, 
where you may remain in fafety till times 
of peace. They expreifed their thank- 
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fjlnefs, and with them I returned to my 
houfe. At tbe foot of the hill I heard a v 
groan, which I perceived to proceed from 
tinder the branches of a tree that had late- 
ly fallen. I ordereib-iB^ feivants to 
fcarch for theperfon who uttered it, and 
to my aftoniihment faw one in the drefe 

, of an EDglifh officer ; he appeared to fuf- 
fer the anguifti of exetfffive pain, and 
though borne by the fervants with all pof- 
fible care, before we could reach the 
houfe, the invifible fpirit feemed to for- 
feke the noble dwelling that had been 
allotted to it. On examination we found 
that his leg and many of his ribs were 
frafiured* While I was wi defpair about 
this apparently irremediable misfortune 
die old Afgan addrelTed himfelf to me, 
and profeffing bis fkill- in the art of furge- 
Tf 9 told me that he thought he eould effeft 

' a cure. He accordingly applied fuch re- 
medies as he deemed proper, and. with 
fach fuccefe that thefftrangcr foon obtained 
fome degree of relief. He no fooner lift- 
ed his eyes upon me, than calling to mind 
the Englifti that had. been taught us, by 
the Vaidya Beafs, I held out to him the 
hand of friendftify, %*rf£, ,%hbw do?' 
His eyes gliftened with pleafure,^and from 
that moment our hearts were united by the 
feal of friendihip. When the tyrant para 
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had a little loofened the fetters of her pew- 
er,he fpoke to me in thePerfian language ; 
of which, as well as the Arabic, and the 
different diale&s of Hindoflan, he was/tr- 
fe8 majler. His conversation was lite the 
foft dew of the morning, when it falls up- 
on the valley of rofes; it at once refrefhr 
ed and purihed the foul. His knowledge 
in comparifon of that of the moft learned 
among the Pundits of the prefent age, was 
like the mountains of Cummow compared 
to the neft of the ant. The powers qf his 
mind were deep and extenfive as the wave 
of the mighty Ganges. His heart was the 
feat of virtue, and truth repofed in his 
boforo. 

He had fet out many months before, from 
Calcutta, with an intention of travelling 
through the northern part^ of Hindoftan, 
in order to trace the antiquities of the moft 
ancient of nations. He had proceeded in- 
to Kuttaher, when a band of Afgans, 
beaded by Daunda Adoola, who had been 
lately difmiffed from the fervice of Hafiz 
Rhamut, took him prifoner. They con- 
fined him in a ftrong hold, on the banks of 
the Gurra*: and>'¥m the approach of the 
combined armies of the Englifh and Sujah 
Dowla, they left him expofed to the mife- 
ries of famine ; but when obliged to fly to 
the woods of Cummow they forced him 
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to accompany their flight; id hopes that he 
might be the means of procuring them, 
terms with the Englifti ; whofe honour 
they knew to be equal to their valour. 

On their rout to Cummow they were 
difcovered by the Ryots of Raey Bandor, 
who by the orders 01 their matters fet fire 
to the wood in which they lay concealed ; 
attempting, by this aft of cruelty,, meanly, 
to avenge on thefe poor fugitives the pleath 
qf his kindred, and the lofs of his Zimeen- 
dary. Captain Percy, for this was the name 
of my amiable gueft, fled with the reft; 
being overpowered by fatigue, and alarm- 
ed by the yells of the tiger, he refolved to 
climb a tree for fafety, and there to remain 
until he could put himfelfunder the protec- 
tion of a Hindoo, The tree he attempted 
had been one left almoft cut by my fer- 
vants, but who had negle&ed to pull it 
down ; it unfortunately gave way to the 
preffure, and occafioned the fatal accident 
I have already mentioned. 

Thou knoweft, O Maandaara, how my 
mind has thirfted after knowledge. Thou 
knoweft with what ardour I have ever per- 
formed my Poojah Serafwatee*, and that at; 
an age when few young men have read the 
fieids of the Shafter f, I had not only 

* Worftip ot Scrafwatee, the GoddfcTs of Letters. , 
•f Sciriptvie of the Hindoos. 
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ftudied the facred pages, but had pernfed 
every famous writing in the Shanfcrit lan- 
guage. 

The acquifition of the Perfic tongue 
opened to me a door of knowledge which 
I was not flow to enter* Hiftory, for fome 
time, became my 'favourite ftudy. But 
what did the hiftory of ftates and empires 
prefent to my view ? Alas ! what, but the 
weaknefs and the guilt of mankind ? I be- 
held the few, whom fortune had unhappily 
placed in view of the giddy eminences of 
life, putting the reins of ambition into the 
bloody Iwod of cruelty, lafh through tor- 
rents of perfidy and Daughter,* till, perhaps, 
overthrown in their career, they were 
trampled on by others who were running 
the lame guilty race ; or if they furvived 
to reach the goal they aimed at, living but 
to breathe the air ot difappointment, and 
then drop into the fea of oblivion. Such 
is the hiftory of the few whofe guilty pat 
fions, ' apd atrocious deeds have ' raifed 
them to renown, and to whom the ftupid 
multitude, the willing inftruments of their 
ambition, the prey of their avarice, aud 
the fport of tjieir pride, have given the ap- 
pellation of heroes. 

To the great body of the people I never 
eould perceive 1 that it made any difference 
who it was that held the Icorpion whip of 



oppreffion, as into whatever hand it w^ 
by th^m conveyed, they were equally cer- 
tain of feeling the feverity of its fiing. 
Meditating on thefe things, the deep figh 
of defpondency has burftfrom my heart. 
Can k be, faid I to myfelf, that the omni- 
potent and eternal Ruler of the univerfe 
fliould create fuch multitudes for no otheq 
purpofe but to (well the triumphs of a fel- 
low mortal, whofe glory riles in propor- 
tion to the mifery he infill upon the hu- 
man race ? Surely, by what I learn from 
the anions of the princes of the earth* 
virtue is a fbadow, and the lbve of it, 
which I have heretofore cherilhed in my 
breaft, is nothing but the illufi ve phantom 
of a dream? 

By converfing with my Englifti gueft I 
got a different view of human nature. 
Through the medium of the Perfic litera- 
ture it appeared universally darkened by 
depravity. In the hiftoryof Europe it af- 
fumed a milder form. In Europe man has 
not always, as in Alia, been degraded by 
flavery, or corrupted by the poffeffion of 
defpotic power. Whole nations have there 
acknowledged the rights of human nature, 
and while they did fo, have, attained to the 
fiimmit of true glory. The Romans, whom 
the Perfian * writers reprefent as the law- 

* See Richardfon'9 Introdudkto to the ftr&sin 
Dictionary* ,. ^ 
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leGs invaders, and fearlefs conquerors erf 
the world; and the Greeks whom they 
load with every opprobrium, were in fa& 
nations of heroes. Spurning the chain of 
flavery, they wifely thought that human 
nature was too imperfed to be entrufted 
with unlimited authority; while they per- 
formed Poojah to the Goddefs of Liberty, 
their hearts were enlarged by ths poffefE- 
en of every virtue. She taught them the 
art of vi&ory ; ftrengthened their nerves 
in the day of battle; and, when they re- 
turned from the field of conqueft, flie gave - 
fweetnefs to the banquets of firaplicity, 
and tendered poverty honourable by her 
fmiles. At length, Wealth and Luxury y 
the enemy of the Goddefs, entered their 
dominions, and enticed the people from 
the worfhip of Liberty ; who offended 
by their infidelity, entirely forfook their 
country, making Happinefsand Virtue the 
companion of her flight. On a re-exami- 
nation of the conduit of thefe, illnftrious 
heroes, who, while their nation perform- 
ed Poojah to Liberty, had gained the fum- 
mit of fame ; Percy pointed out to my 
view many imperfe&iohs, whieh.while my 
breaft was inflamed by the firft ardour of 
admiration, had efcaped my notice. The 
love of Liberty itfelf, that glorious platt 
as he called it, which if properly cultivated 
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never fails to produce the fruits of virtue, 
fprung not (he faid) in the Grecian, or the 
Roman breaft, from the pure foil of uni- 
versal benevolence, but from the rank roots 
of pride and felfifhnefe. It never there* 
fore extended to embrace the human race. 
This perfe&ion of virtue was unknown in 
the world, till taught by the religion of 
Chrift. This laft Affertion of Percy's, ap- 
peared to me as a prejudice unfounded in 
truth. But fuch as ever the hafty conclu- 
sions of ignorance. I had been taught to 
believe that the pure do&rine of benevo- 
lence, and mercy, was unknown to all but 
the favoured race of Brahma, that the 
Chriftian faith like that of the Muffulmans, 
was a narrow fyftem of fuperftitious adhe- 
rence to the wildeft prejudices, engender- 
ing hatred, and encouraging mercilefs pro- 
fecution againft all who differed from them. 
Nothing can be more erroneous than this 
idea of Chriftianity. By the indulgence 
of my Englifh friend I was favoured with 
the perufai of the Chriftian Shatter*. The 
precepts it contains, are fimple, pure, and 
powerful, all addreffed to the heart ; and 
calculated for reftoring the univerfal peace 
and tiappinefs which has been banifhed 

* Scriptures. 



I 
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from the earth, firice the day? of the Sot- 
tee Jogue f. 

The love of liberty in a people who are 
taught by the fundamental precepts of 
their Shatter, c to do toothers as they 
would have others do to them,' .rifes 
above the narrow fpirit of felfiihnefs. and 
extendeth toembrace the human race i Be- 
nevolent people of England f it is their 
dcfire, that all fhould be partakers of the 
fame ble^ing of liberty, which they them- 
felves enjoy. It was doubtlefs with th& 
glorious view, that they feet forth colonies 
to enlighten, and inftru&, the vaft regions 
of America. To diflemmate the love of 
virtue and freedom, they cultivated the 
tranf-Atlantic ifles : and to refcue our na- 
tion from the bands of the Qppreffor, did 
this brave, and generous people vifit the 
ftiores of Hindoftan I 

t The age of purity. The Hindoos reekon trie 
duration of the world by four Jogues, or diftinft 
ages. The Sbttee Jogue, or age of purity, is fkid 
to have laded 3,200,000 years, when the life of man 
is faid to have extended to ioo,coo years. The 
Tirtah Jogue, or age in which one third of. man- 
kind were reprobate, which confined of 2,400,000 
▼ears. The Dwapcr Jogue, in. which one half of the . 
human race became depraved, endured 1,600,000 
years. And the Collee Jogue, in which all man- 
kind are corrupted, is the prefent era. See Halhejfs 
Gentoo Laws. 
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You may imagine how defirous I, was 
to become acquainted whh fome parti- 
culars concerning tbe form of government, 
laws, and manners, of this highly favoured 
Cation. Provided the above particulars 
are true, it i3 of coorfe to expeft, that they 
riroft all be formed after the model of per- 
fection ; and inch, according to my Con- 
ception of the accounts of Percy, they 
undoubtedly are. 

It having pleafed Brahma to create them 
all of one caft, among them are no dif- 
tindions, but fuch as are the reward of 
virtue. It is not there as in the profligate 
court of Delhi, where. great riches, a fup- 
ple adherence to tbe minifter, and a bale 
and venal approbation of the meafures of, 
the court can lead to titles and diftin&ion. 
No. In England, the honours of nobility 
are invariably bellowed according to in- 
trinfic merit. The title and privileges of 
thefe heroes of the firft clafs, defcend tp 
their children. We may well fuppofe 
what care is bellowed on the education of 
thefe young nobles, whofe minds are 
moulded intowifdom, at Univerfities in- 
ftituted for the pmpefe. Where vice and • 
folly are alike unknoWn: and where the 
faculties of a young man, might have as '" 
great a chance, of getting leave to ruft in 
ignorance, as to be loft in difiijpation! 
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From thcfc feminaries of virtue, they arc- 
called to the Senate of the nation ; where 
they debate with all the gravity, and the. 
intereft, that might be expected from their 
early habits of ferious thought, and deep 
inveftigation. The fons of the King, at 
an early age, take their feats in that tri- 
bunal, from whofe decifion there lies no . 
appeal. As their example is fuppofed 
to animate the young Nobility, it may 
well be imagined how wife, learned, grave, 
. and pious, thefe princely youths muft be : 
their a&ions are doubtlefs the mirrors of 
decorum, and their lips the gates of wif- . 
dom ! 

The equality of human beings in the 
fight of God, •beiqg taught py their reli- 
gion, it is a fundamental maxinj of their 
policy, that no laws are binding, which 
do not obtain the confent of the people. 
All laws are therefore iffued by the fan&ion 
of their reprefentatives ; every Separate 
diftrilt, town, and community, choofing 
from among themfelves, the perfons moft 
diftinguifhed, for piety, wifciom, /earning, . 
and integrity, impart to them the power of 
a&ing in the name of the whole. 

About four hundred of thefe eminent . 
<nen, each of whom to all the requifites 
of a Hindoo magiftrate *, unites the 

* Tt is ordained tjiat • the magiftrate Avail keep 
' & fubjeftion to kimfelf his ZaJJ, Anger, Avarice, 
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knowledge of a Chriftian philofopher, 
formed what is termed the third eftatc. 

Uninfluenced by the favour of party, un- 
contaminated by the bafe motives of ava- 
rice or ambition, they purfue with fteady 
fteps the path of equity, and have nothing 
fo much at heart as the public welfare. 
No war. can be engaged in, and no taxes 
impofed, but by the confent of thefe pa- 
triotic chiefs. Judge then, my friend, how 
light the burden muft be^ that is laid oh 
by thefe reprefentatives, thefe brothers of 
the people. Neither can fuch men as thefe 
be inftrumcntal in lending war, with all 
its attendant tniieries, into the nations of 
the earth : all of whom they are taught 
by their Shatter to confideras brethren. 
In Alia we behold the gory monfter, ever 
ready tb ftalk forth with deftru&ive ftride 
at the voice of ruthlefs tyranny, but in Eu- 
rope, Princes are the friends of peace, and 
the fkthers of their people. 

' Fblfy, Druntennefs, and Pride: he who cannot keep 
' thefe paflions under his own fubjedion, how (hall 
4 he be able to nourifliandinftrud the people? Nei- 
ther lhall he be feduced by the pleafures of the 
pla 1 




go to any place 

* a caufe, nor difpraife any perfoa without knowing 

* his faults, nor fhall he envy another perfon's fupe- 
' rior merit, nor (hall fay that fuch perfons as^ are 

* men of capacity are men of no capacity, &c.' See 
Code of Gentoo Laws, page £3. 
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Many of our Pundits hare contemplated 
with aftonifhment, the animofitiea that hare 
arifen among the followers of the Arabian 
prophet, on account of the different inter* 
pretations given by their* Imaums to cer- 
tain pafiages of the Koran ; forgetting that 
the Supreme Being delighteth in variety, 
and that He who hath not formed, any two* 
objeds in his vaft creation exa&ly fimilar, 
took doubtlefs no lefs care upon the forma- 
tion of the human mind, perceiveth with 
delight the contrarieties of opinion among 
men. They have carried their preemp- 
tion fc far, that one fed hath dared to 
conceive hatred and ill will againft ano- 
ther, for not viewing every dark paffagfr 
in the writings of their Prophet, exa&ly m 
the fame light I How different is the cafe 
with the Ghriftian I The great Founder of 
their religion having left every man at li- 
berty, to choofe the form of worfhip which 
he finds be ft calculated to excite, and to 
exprefs fentiments of devotion,, they each 
attach themfelves to the form moft agree- 
able to their own minds, allowing the fame 
liberty to others, and convinced that all 
are equally acceptable to the Deity, who 
acquiefce in his laws, and obey his cook 

; * See Preliminary Difcourfe of the Bramins* em- 
ployed by Mr. Haftings in the Pootee, or compilati- 
on of the ordinations of the Pundits.— -Gen too Laws. 
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mandments. In the dominions of the 
Muffulmans, though all fe&s are permitted 
to live, it is one fed alone (the orthodox*) 
that is invefted wkh power, or entrufted 
with authority. But among Christian* 
what fc& exifts, that would accept of the 
moft beneficial diftin&ions, on terms fo 
eontrary to the fpirit of their Gofpel? 
No. All fe&s equal in the eye of Hea- 
ven, muft needs, by the wife and virtu- 
ous Lcgiflators of this happy country, 
be admitted into an equal enjoyment of 
every right, and every privilege. The 
Priefts of their religion are, as their cha- 
racters are fully' fct forth in their Shatter, 
men who defpife the adventitious advan- 
tages of rank and fortune, who regard no 
dtftindions in 1 their flock, but the diflin&i- 
ens arifing from internal worth, and intrin- 
fic goodoefc; not thirfting after worldly 
honours; not given to luxury; ftrangersto 
avarice and pride. Having no bitternefi 
againft thofe who differ from them in opi- 
nion, animofity, ftrife, or wrath, is never 
heard of among thefe holy men, who, in 
the language of their Shatter, ' pafs through 
things temporal, only mindful of thofe 
which are eternal/ Although my unwefc* 

* See the Hedaya or Commentary on the Mufful- 
man Laws. 
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ried application to the ftudy of the Eogliih 
language, enables me to read a few paf- 
fages in that tongue, it is to the Arabic 
copy of thofe books of the Shatter, called 
Gofpels, to which I am indebted for the 
accuracy of my information. 

Not prefummg to lift the veil of myf- 
tery, with which fome paffages are en- 
veloped (a preemption, which in a ftran- 
ger would be. equally unpardonable and 
unbecoming) Ipafs over whatever appears 
to be myfterious, with the moft profound 
refpeft. But that Power, which taught 
me to fwecp from my heart the duft of 
prejudice, taught me alfo to pay homage 
to excellence, wherever it might be found. 
In the precepts of the Chriftian Shatter, I 
behold the grandeur of fublimity, and the 
Simplicity of truth. There is one particu- 
lar fo novel; fo peculiar; fo repugnant to 
the universally received opinions of man- 
kind; that it confiderably excited my afto- 
nifhment. In the revelation bellowed upon 
the Chriftians, women are confidered in 
the light of rational beings! free agents { 
In fliort, as a moiety of the human fpecieS; 
whoTe foul are no lefs precious in the eye 
of the Onmifcient than that of the proud 
lords of the creation ! What can be more 
extraordinary ? 

.The inferiority of women appears fo efc 
tablifhed by the laws of nature, and has 
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been fo invariably inculcated, by all the le- 
giflators fent to Brahma to enlighten the 
eight corners of the world, that.it feems 
altogether inconteftible. It is true, that 
our divine laws (incomparable in wifdom !) 
do not, tike the laws of the Muffulmans, 
abfolutely exclude women from, the parti- 
cipation of happinefs in a future ftate, it 
being written in the Shafler, f tbat a wo- 
man, who burns her jtlf with her twjband, 
fttalljive with bim in Paradife three crore 
and fijiy lacks of years.' . But even in this 
cafe, it is contefted by the Pundits, that 
heradmiffion into Paradife, depends on 
her hulband's title to an entrance into that 
ftate of felicity* Uncertain tenor ! pre- 
carious dependence ! on which a poor wo- 
man commits herfelf to the flames ! Wife- 
ly did our lawgivers ordain, that ignorance 
and fubmifiion fhould be the ornaments of 
wojmen ; feeing how much the privilege of 
enquiry, might have diiquieted their re- 
pofe ! 

Chrifiian wotnen are more fortunate; 
they may enjoy Heaven without the com- 
pany of their hulbands! Throughout the 
Chriftiah- Shafter, they are exalted to pe*- 
fe& equality with man. They are conft. 
dered *s occupying a flation of equal dig- 
nity, in the intelligent creation ; and as 
being equally accountable, for the ufe they 
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make of the gift of reafon, and the moni- 
tions of confcience. What care! what 
pains ! muft we then conclude to be bet 
towed by Chriftians, on the formation of 
the female mind ? ' As the beams of the 
moon kindles the flowers of the Ofhadi, 
fo/ fays, the phiiofopher, c doth education 
expand the bioflbms of intelligence*' 
Where women are deftined to 'be under 
no controui but that of reafon, under no 
reftraint, fave the abiding confcioufhefs of 
the fcarching eye of Omnipotence, of what 
vaft importance muft their education ap- 
pear, in the eyes of the enlightened. 
According we find that feminaries of fe- 
male inftru&ion, called Boarding-fchools 
are in England univerfally eftabliftied* 
where, by what I can learn, the improve- 
ment of the underftanding is as fuccefsfblly 
attended to, and every (olid, and ufefol 
accompliihment as fully attained, as are 
the fevere morals of Chriftianity, by their 
brothers at the univerfity. Wnen the fe- 
males of England have completed their 
education in thefe feats of fcience, thefe 
nurferies of wifdom, they come forth like 
the mother of Krifhna, the torch of reafon 
enlightening their minds, and the ftaff of 
knowledge fupporting their virtue! In 
that enlightened country, a wife is the 
friend of her hufband. Motive* of cfteem 
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influence the choice of both ; for there wo- 
men are at liberty to choofe, or to rejeft 
offers of marriage, and educated as they 
are, we may well fuppofe how wifely they 
will always choofe i By their religion, 
men are prohibked from having more than 
one wife at a time, which atfiift view will 
doubtlefs appear a hardfhip in your eyes : 
. but if you confide* what an encUefs Jource 
of difquiet, the quarrels, jealoufies, and 
firifes, among our wives frequ e n tly pro- 
duce, you will perhaps acknowledge, that 
to leffen the number is not fo great a mis- 
fortune. 

What I toave faid concerning the culti- 
vation of the female .undemanding, will 
perhaps, appear ridiculous in your eyes; 
but take the following proof ot the vera- 
city of my aflertion. One day that I had 
been ftudying the«Shafter of my Englifti 
gueft, I perceived, written in fair and le- 
gible characters, upon the firft leaf, thefe 
words ; * The parting gift of Charlotte 
Percy to the moft beloved of brothers/ I 
carried the book to my friend, who was 
Hill confined to his couch, and afked him 
if Charlotte w,as the name of his brother ? 
He anfwered with a fmile, that Charlotte 
was the name of bis dear and amiable 
fifter. ' Your lifter P repeated I, /with 
aftonifhment, ' Caq it be, that in your 
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country a woman is permitted to touch the 
Shatter ? or, are women taught to write ? 
- It cannot be. Such things are not proper 
for women.' He replied/ that my for- 
prife was occafioned, by having always 
been accuftomed, to behold the (ex in the 
degrading ftate of fubje&ion. A ftate, 
which, wherever it prevails, fubdues the 
vigour, aiid deftroys the virtue of the hu- 
man mind. Man, heobferved, received 
from nature no paffioo fo powerful as the 
love of tyranny. This, the fupcriority of 
bodily ftrength, had enabled him to exer- 
cife over the weaker part of his fpecies, 
with uncontrolled fway. In proportion 
as fociety advanced in civilization, the ad- 
vantages of reafon over bodily ftrength pre- 
vailed, and the paffions received, from the 
fetters of reftraint a degree of polilh, 
J which if it did not change their nature, 
rendered them lefs difguftingly ferocious. 
The wife of a Hindoo, continued he, is 
from this caufe treated with more refpeft* 
and enjoys a much greater degree of liber- 
ty and happinefs, than the wife of an un- 
tutored Afgan. But it is not in the nature 
of man, to relinquilh claims fo flattering to 
his pride; and the innate love of the exer- 
cife of defpotic authority, muft have for 
ever kept the female fex in a ftate of fub- 
jedion, had not the powerful mandate of 



religion, fnapped their chains. This, the 
religion received by the Cbriftians has ful- 
ly accomplifhed : and to fhew you how 
much it is in the power of education to 
improve the female mind, continued my 
friend, I fliall tranflate, for your perufel, 
feme of the letters of that lifter, whofe 
name is written in the leaf of the book you 
are now reading. According to this pro- 
mife, my excellent friend tranflated for 
me, feveral pieces both in profe and verfe ; 
prefbnting me at the fame time with co- 
pies of the originals, that I might compare 
them together. By that which I have en- 
clofed for your fatisfatStion, you will per- 
ceive, that the fifterof Percy has not only 
learned to read, and write, but is in a 
considerable degree capable of thinking. 
Nurfed in folitude, fhe in early youth took 
-delight, to firing the pearls of poetry. I 
fend you one of the firft of thefe gems of 
fancy ; which, though it boafts not the ra- 
<Jiant brilliancy of the Diamond, is pleafing 
as the varying Opal, and foft as the luftre 
of the green emerald . It was written after 
having refilled an invitation to a party of 
pleafure, on account of her duty to an aged 
xincle, who had adopted her as his daugh- 
ter 9 and of whom fhe fpeaks, with the lan- 
guage of filial affedlion. Let it be read 
with candour, for it is the offspiing of 
Vol. I. C 
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youth ; with iadulgefice, for it is the tri- 
bute of jgratitude i 



BLEST be thefe rural glens, thefe flowery glades; 

The loved retreats of innocence and jay.: 
Content's fweet voice is heard beneath thefe ihades ; 

Her quiet feat no wild wtfh dares annoy. 

Dear to my heart is this fequefter'd fcene ; 
. By liberal nature dsck'd in robes fo gay : 
O'er all my foul /be breathes her fweets ferene, 
As in her walks I take delight to dray. 

TVas her fweet hand that ftrew'd this bank with 
flowers; 
-She bends thefe ofiers o'er the chryftal ftream ; 
.She twines the woodbines round thefe leafy bowers: 
And turns that roje-bud to the morning's beam. 

•From her, iweet Goddefs, here in youth, I drew 

Spirits as light as airy fancy's wing : 
'Twas here 1 markM each glowing tint /he threw 

On the fair bofom of the opening fpring. 

And (hall I leave her? leave her lov'd retreat? 

For fcenes where Art her mimic power difplays, 
for the falfe pleafures of the gay and great; 

Pride's empty boaft, and Splendor's midnight 
bUz£. 



Can Pride, can Splendor's moft triumphant hour, 
Give any pleafure to the breafl fo dear, 

So exquifire, as is the confeious power 
A venerable jpareia's days to cheeri 
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Ak J then, from thee, my guardian, and my friend, 
Let never vagrant with prefume to ftray, 

But on my Heps let filial love attend, 
Gently to (both ihy life's declining da/. 

Can I forget what to thy love I ow'd ? 

Forget thy goodnefs to my orphan date? 
Forget 1 the boons thy tendernefs beftow'd ? 

Or thy unchang'd affe&ion's early date ? 

When my lovM father prefs'd his early bier, 

(From which, alas ! nor youth, nor love could 
fave) 

And when my widow'd mother .(doom fevere !) 
Vi&im of forrow ! funk into the grave. 

Thy care a more than father's care fupplied, 
Thy breaft a more than father's fondnefs knew. 

Led by thy hand, or cheriihM at thy fide, 
My infant years in fprightly pleasures flew. 

No frown from thee reprefs'd the harmlefs joy, 
No harfh reproof repell'd the lively thought. 

Pleas'd, thou couldft lmile on childhood's fimpleft 
toy, x • 

And fay, • no pleafures were fo cheaply bought.' 

Can I forget the partner of thy cares ? 

Whofe kind attention ibrm'd my early youth; 
Or with wliat care Ihe watch'd my tender years; ^ 

And in life's morning, fow'd the feeds of truth i 

'T waster inftru&ions, pious, prudent, wife, 
Taught me the virtues that adorn our fex; 
"Its humbleft duties bade me not defpife; 
But rife fuperior to its weak defects; 



( »8 ) 

Taught me to fcoro mean Pride's malignant fneer, 
J he tale calumnious, cautious to receive, 

To Mifery's voice to turn a willing ear ; 
Its woes to pit/, or its wants reliever; 

Taught me on pure Devotion's wings to rile 
To the unfeen, fupreme, eternal Power; 

Whofe works an equal theme of praife fupplLes, 
in heavVs ftarr'd concave, or earth's kumbleft 

flower. 

If e*er mv breaft with love of virtue glow'd, 
Or ardent fought the. Mufes* hallow'd fhrine, 

To thee my dawning tafte its culture ow'd; 

Each high-born fentiment, dear lhadt, was thine. 

Oh! if thy tainted fpirit hovers near, 

With fmiles benign my filial vows approve: 

Vows, like thy condudt, artlefs, and nncere, 
Pure as thy faith, and fpotiefs as thy, love. 

But fee ! where comes my venerable fire, 
With cheerful air, and looks fercnely gay ; 

He comes to lead me to the focial fire,, 
To warn me of the dews of parting day. 

I come, my more than father f beft of friends f 

Dear, good old man; how good, how dear to me? 
Beyond thy life, for me no hope extends. 
'• My comfort, and my peace, expire- with thee. 



Thus far $id ZaarrmHa write to "Hs 

frieud Maancjjaara, by the flavc who pe- 
rilhed in the fweflliugs <of the Jumna. 
Captain t^ercy had been then five months 
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under the fhadow of my roof ; the (kill 
of the Afgan had not oeen fufficient to 
join the fraflured bone; fo that great 
pain was infli6ted upon him. I had often 
attempted to get an account of his fituatioa 
tranfmitted to the Engltfh camp, but with- 
out fuccefs. The troops of the Afgans 
furrounded me, and the danger of dif- 
covermg to them that an Englifh officer 
was in their power obliged me to aft with 
the utmoft circumfpedlion. At length, 
in the month Affen (O&ober) the treaty 
was concluded between the Khan of Ram- 
pore, and the great powers. I befought 
and obtained leave from Fyzoola Khan to 
go myfelf to the camp of the Englifh, 
which was yet at the foot of the moun- 
tains. Captain Percy, weakened by the 
langour of difeafe, and J&pking under the 
prdfure of inceffant pain, revived at my 
propofal : the big tear gliftened in his eye* 
and preffing my hand betweea hia, God 
fhall blefs thee, my dear Zaarmilla, cried 
lie, the God of Heaven (halt blefs thee for 
thy kindnefs to me. In contemplating the 
approaching diffotution of my beiug, un- 
fhaken confidence in the mercies of my 
God and Saviour fupport my foul . Death 
has for me no tenors ; but methinks it 
would brighten the dark paffage that leads 
to it, could I again behold any of my for- 
mer friends, and countrymen; ^ their ac- 
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counts would foften to my fifler the fid- 
. ings of an event that will pierce her fbuL 
She knows not the goodnefs of Zaarmilla ; 
and will only imagine to herfelf the figure 
of her dying brother, expiring among flran- 
gers. 

Could (he be affured, how often my fu£ 
ferings have been alleviated by the Dalm 
of fympathy, and how much the endear- 
ing ienfibilities of cordial friendfhip have 
vefiefhed my foul, it would be a folace to 
her affii&ion. 

He wrote as much as ftrength would 
permit, to a Britilh officer, who was his 
particular fiiend, and enclofing it in a few 
lines to the commander in chief, delivered 
it into my hands. 

I purfued my journey to the foot of the 
mountains, attended only -by a fmall re- 
tinue. When we reached the place of 
our deftination, we had the mortification 
to find that it had been for fonie.tin^e 
abandoned by the Englifh, who were on 
their march down the country. I did not 
hefitate to follow them; though, being 
unufed to travel, I was overtaken by fa- 
tigue, and.anhpyed by the rains, which be- 
gan at this time to fet in with great vio- 
lence. 

After a tedious and difagreeable journey, 
I at length reached Rhamgaut, where the 
Englifh army, at the requeft of the Vi£er> 
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had for fbrae time halted. I waff received 
by the commander with the eye of kind- 
nefs, and recommeoded by him to his offi- 
cers, with the voice of praife. The chief 
to whom captain Percy had written, wel- 
comed me io the warmth of friendship, 
and beffowed upon my conduft unremitted 
eulogium. 

Soon as my limb* had recovered from 
the wearkiefs of fatigue, this Saib, and ano- 
ther dear, and intimate friend of the un- 
fortunate Percy's, who was deeply flrilled 
in the fciencc of medicine, purpofed re- 
turning with me, ia order to folace, and 
if poflible to reftore "the amiable youth. 
The rains continued to defcend ;- but the fpi- 
rit of true friendlhip rifes fupcrior to every 
obftacle. We carried vvuh us the gowtt 
wifhes of an hoft of friends, and, fjpporied 
by hope, accomplilhed our journey in iaiay. 

From the accounts I had communicated 
concerning* the fituatioa of our friend, doc- 
tor Denbeigh, the friend on whofe know- 
ledge in the healing art, his brother officers 
placed fo much reKance, had pronounced 
great hopes concerning him - r hopes which 
tarred the alacrity of cheerftiteef6. .Alas ! 
as the blood-ftained tiger of the foreft 
rufhes on the timid fawn, who, unconfei- 
ous of his prefence, fpons within the *eactL 
of his ferocious grafp, fo doth calamity 
dart upon the cherifhed hope of mortals. 
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When we approached my dwelling, the 
Khanfaman, under whole particular care I 
had left my friend, came out to meet us. 
His eyes were heavy with the tears of 
grief, and his whole deportment was mark- 
ed by the preflure of recent forrow. I 
was afraid to que ft ion him, left his an- 
fwer (hould bereave me of hope ; but at 
length my tongue articulated Percy's name. 
Alas ! my fears were juft. The pure fpi- 
lit had fled from its corporeal confinement 
to the boundlefs expanfion of infinity. 
Three days hard clapfed fince the body, de- 
ferted by its celeftial inhabitant, had been • 
committed to the womb of earth : I vifi- 
ved the duft which covered it, and gave 
vent to the grief that oppreffed jny foul. 
The friends of Percy united their tears with 
mine: they were the pure offering of firiend- 
ihip flowing from hearts of fincerity. Af- 
ter we had indulged the firft impulfes of 
grief, the Khanfaman prefented us with the 
papers which our friend had configned to 
his care, Thefe were a fealed packet, di- 
refled to his filter, a letter to his Englilh . 
friend, with directions concerning his efc 
feds, and an epiitle to me, written with 
the pen of affedion, To me he bequeath- - 
ed,« as a token of his love, the littleihrill- 
voiced monitor, whofe golden tongue pro- 
claims the lapfe of time, called in Engiiflx 
a repeating watch, his filler's pi&ure, toge- 
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ther with all the manufcripts of her writ- 
ing, his fcnglifh Shafter, and, in ftiort, 
all that was about his perfon when I had 
the happinefs of receiving him under my 
roof. I have fince perufed with care the 
precious reli&s of this amiable young man. 
In the leaves of his pocket-book were 
written many valuable remarks, fome of 
which had evidently been depofited there 
but a ihort time before the Angel of Death 
arretted the hand which wrote them. A- 
mong his loofe papers were feveral pages 
entitled, c Thoughts on the Prevalence of 
Infidelity ;' in which the Barnes of Hume, 
BoKngbroke, and Voltaire, frequently oc- 
cur. It will oblige me if you enquire of 
the Immaum Yufeph lb'n Medi for fome 
] information concerning thefe men ; who, I 
make no doubt, are oi thd fed of Hanbal, 
againft whofe opinions the Muflulman 
do&ors fo bitterly inveigh^ What make$ 
me certain they are not Chriftians is, that 
from what Percy has faid concerning their 
opinions, it is evident that thefe unhappy 
men are unconfcious of the precious fpark 
of immortality which glows within their bo- 
foms. Nay, fomuch they are inflated by 
vanity, fo infatuated by the fpirit of pride, 
as to utter words of arrogance with the 
tongue of prefumption ; faying, that men 
ought not to believe in the fupremc Inhe- 
ritor of eternity. 

C s 
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Our departed friend concludes his re- 
marks upon thefe people, in the following 
•words: „< , 

' Ye who are fo keen to difleminate 
the baneful principles of infidelity, did 
ye know what it is to watch the flow, but 
fleady, fteps of death ; to behold his ap- 
proach in the filence of folitude, where 
the whifpers of vanity are , unheard, and 
the fmalljiill ; voice of confeience alone 
fpeaks audibly to the foul, ye would not, 
furely, be fo rafhly forward to dafh from 
the lips of a fellow mortal the cordial 
draught of hope, and to offer in its ftead, 
the bitter cup of doubt, uncertainty, and 
defpair! 

' The principles of religion, are fo cod- 
genial to the human mind, that I am 
convinced they would a lmoft always re- 
main permanent, was it' not for the adven- 
titious prejudices, with which the pure and 
limple doflrines of Chriftianity are fb en- 
tangled, by the zealous adherents ©f every 
fedl, and party. 

c Of all my contemporaries, they have 
ever been the foremoft to throw off the 
reftraints of religion, who have been what 
is termed mofljlriflly educated ; but who 
never had any religious fentiments im- 
preffed upon their minds, diftind from the 
particular dogmas of their refpe&ive fedls. 
With thefe dogmas their ideas of the truth 
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of Chriftianity werennfeparably combioed; 
and when they afterward came to mingle 
with the world, and found their prejudices 
untenable againft the attack of argument, 
the force of reafon, or the fneer of ridi- 
cule, the whole fabric of their faith w*r 
fhaken to the foundation. Bleffed be the 
memory of the parent who inftru&ed me ; 
whofe care it was to imprefe upon my 
mind the ftrifteft principles, with the moft 
libe»l opinions In her eyes the mode of 
worfhip was nothing; thefpirit from which 
it proceeded was every thing/ 

' Mv feelings tell me that the lamp of life 
is nearly exhaufted. Never more fhall I 
behold the face of a friend. No- fifterli 
friendly hand to fmooth my pillow, or to 
footh my foul with the tender accents of 
affe&ion. My impatience for the plea- 
sure of feeing my friend Grey, has de- 
prived me of the comfort I have hitherto 
received from the confoling fympathy, and 
unremitting, kinduefs,. of the amiable Hin- 
doo. 

c Remote from country, friends, and all 
thaJ my heart has been accuflomed to bold 
dear ; — but what, in a moment like this, 
could friends or country do for me ? what, 
but to ' point tfie. parting angirifh.' I am 
not alone. No. The ever-prefent God 
is with me; and bis comforts fupport my 
fouL Often in the hour of health, htfve I 
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repeated with rapture the lines of the poet: 
and now I am called to be an evidence of 
their truth.* 

" Should fate command me to the fartheft verge 
rQf the green earth, to diftaftt barbarous climes, 
Rivers unknown to fong; where firA the fun 
Gilds Indian mountains, or his letting beam 
Flames on th' Atlantic ifles; 'tis nought to me: 
Since God is ever prefent, ever felt* 
In the void wafte as in the city full, 
And where His fpirit breathes there muft be joy. 
When e'en, at lait, the folemn hour fhall come 
And wing my myftic flight to future worlds 
] cheerful will obey ; there, with new powers 
Will rifing wonders fing. I cannot go 
Where univerfal love not fmiles around V 

Such, O ! Maandaara, was the Conclu- 
fion of the life of this European. His two 
friends abode with me for a few days, and 
departed, loaded with every mark of my 
friendfhip and efteem. I was no fooner 
left alone, than melancholy took pofleffion 
c^f* my mind. The converfation of Cap- 
uSi Percy gave light to my^ foul; it was 
at an end ; and darknefs again furrounded 
jne. 

The Rajah of Lolldong, and his bro- 
ther, the Zimeendar, heard of my afflic- 
tion, and came to comfort me, Alas! 
they were both too full of their own con- 

* As ZaaTmilla was unable to proceed farther in 
the rrariflation, we have thought proper to fill up 
ihe blast with what we imagine to hive been the 
poetical ^affage alluded to by Captain Percy, 
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terns, to take any part in the grief which 
filled my heart. la the late calamities of 
0Ur nation, their lands had been ravaged by 
tie troops of the Vifier. The prote&ing 
hand of the Englilh, had sot been able to 
fave their villages from the ruthleis hand 
of the deftroycr; aod their Ryots were con* 
fequently unable to pay their rents. I 
liftened to the ftory ot tneir diftreffes with 
concern, and faid all in my power to com* 
fort them. A fecond, and a third time, 
they repeated the particulars of their griev- 
ances ; and though they both ufually fpoke 
at race, ftiit I liftened with patience. Bait 
when I found them obftinately perfift in 
cheriftiing the feelings of felfifii regret for 
their own particular misfortunes, while the 
miferies of tboufands, who on the fame 
occafion, had loft their all, found no en- 
trance into their hearts, I could no longer 
liften to their complaints with the fern- 
biance of attention ; and, perceiving that 
they wearied me, they departed. 

In the innocent and playful vivacity of 
the Iktle Zamarcanda, I have found a oet- 
ter fubftitute for intelle&ual enjoyment, 
than in the tirefome folemnity of fenten- 
tious dullnefs. But -ftill the ibft dew of 
contentment flieds not its divine influence 
on tbe dwelling of Zaarmilla. My mind 
is toffed in the whirlwind of doubt, and 
bewildered in the labyrinth of conjcfture: 
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. but let not Maandaara miftake the words 
of bis friend; let him not imagine that 
roy veneration for the Gods of my fathers 
can be leffened by the words of a ftrangen 
*br, that I am fo far milled, as to conceive 
that the greateft portion of wifdom bcf- 
towed by Brahma upon any nation in the 
world's circumference* can beajr any com- 
panion with that which has been given in 
the facred Vedas. No. I bow with re- 
verence while I pronounce the name of 
the facred volumes ; and confefs that in 
Rigyajuhfamas* Harva the immortal trea- 
fures of true knowledge are depofited 

But in what text of the Veda, Upa Ve- 
da, Vedanga, Purana, Dherma, or Dher- 
fana*, is it forbidden to contemplate the 
operation of Maya, throughout the fea- 
girt earth ? Why fliould I remain in doubt 
as to the truth of the accounts given me by 
the young Chriftian? Why I ftiould not 
fatisfy my mind by a farther acquaintance 
with his countrymen, by which alone I 
can difcover, whether his words have 
been diflated by the fpirit of delufion, ov 
emanated from the heart of integrity ? 

If his accounts are juft ; if the book he 
has given me be indeed the Shatter of the 

* The fix great Shatters, on which all knowledge, 
diyhie apd human, is fuppofed to be comprehended. 
See Afiatic Researches, vol. i, article 18. 
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Chriftians, I can, in that cafe have no # ^ 
.doubt of its being the guide of their prac- * 
tice, as well as the rule of their faith ; 
nor help feeling an ardent defire for know- 
ing more of men, whofe converfation muft* 
be fo full of purity, and whofe lives are 
devoted to good works ! 

What I have already learned from the 
worthy European, whofe death has caufed 
, the arrow of afflidion to rankle in my 
bofom, fo far from hurting my mind, has 
ferved but to invigorate my virtue. It is 
. by the breath of Ganefa, that the flame of 
curiofity has been kindled in my bofom. 
m Afad wherefore fliould I not indulge my- 
felf in following that path to knowledge, 
which the fpirit that enlighteueth my un- 
derftanding, impelleth me to purfue? If 
the fun of fcience, which rofe with radiant 
fplendor on our eaftera hemifphere, now 
beams its fervid rays upon the regions of 
the weft, why fhould I be prevented from 
fpllowing its glorious courfe ? 

Thou wilt, perhaps, tell me of what I 
. owe to my Caft, my country, and my 
people. As to the firft, thou knoweft, 
that the acquirement of knowledge, is not 
a duty confined to the race, which fprung 
from the mouth of Brahma; and though 
it is neceffary that every Hindoo ftiould 
keep himfelf free from contamination, yet 
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many holy men have found it pofliblc to 
do fo, in the ftri&eft fenfe, even while they 
made their abode in the dwellings of Ma- 
hommadans, and Chriftians. No opportu- 
nity could offer more favourable than' the 
prefent, for quitting my country, without 
prejudice to my own intereft or that of 
my people. Tne peace which has been 
happily reftpred to us, is enfured by the 
faith of our deliverers : and, moreover^ 
the wifdom, generality, and clemency, 
which adorn the charafter of Fyzoola 
Khan *, give the beft pledge for the fecu- 
rity of our poffeffions. 

I have, therefore, no obftacle to fur- 
mount in the accomplifhment of my wifhes 
but one. It is .the difpofal of Zamarcanda. 
Could I leave her in the poflcffion of my 
friend, my mind would be at reft. And 
who fo worthy to be the wife of Maaa- 
daara as the lifter of Zaarnrilla ? She is 
yet in the tendernefs of youth, but is ac- 
compliftied in all that our laws permit 
women to learn. Her mind is pure as 
the lilly, that bends its fihrer head over the 
tranfparent ftream. Modefty is enfhrined 
in her checks, and beauty fparkles through 
the deep fringe which encircles her ground- 
kiffiog eyes. The blood of a thoufand 
Rajahs flows through her veins, and her 






# Sec the Rohilla Hiftorj. 
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Ayammi Shadee * fhall be worthy of the 
love of her brother. If this propolal fecm- 
ed good in thine eyes, I will meeftheeat 
Ferrochabad, in the middle of the month 
Fhogoun f, and there thou fhalt receive 
the virtuous maiden from the hands of 
thy friend. 

I exped thy anfwer with impatience. 
Farewell. 



LETTER II. 



The mojtjkithful of Friends* Kilheen Neeay 
Maandaara ; to thf Powerful and en* 
tightened Rajah, Seeta Juin Zaarmilla. 

JTraISE be to Veefhnu! The long 
wiftied for letter from the friend of my 
youth, hatb kindled the fire of conffiflinjj 
paflions in the bread of Maandaara. The 
affurance of thy continued kindne&, lights 
the fpark of joy ; but the intelligence of 
the infatuation that hath feifed thy mind, 

* Ayammi Shadee is the prefect made to a young 
woman by her relations, during the period of her 
betrothment, and which is, ever after, confidered as 
her own property. See the Gentoo Laws. 

f Aafwering to part of our February and March. 
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envelopes my foul in the dark cloud of 
defpair. I perceive that thou art under 
the influence of enchantment; and that 
the falfe ftranger hath ufed fome charm to 
deceive thy understanding. What would 
the fpirit of thy father, what would the 
learned Pundit, to whofe inftru&ions we 
are equally indebted, what would they 
pronounce, could they hear that Zaarmilk 
thought il neceffary to fojourn among in- 
fidels, and impious eaters of blood, in 
order to acquire knowledge ? Can a race 
who fpruag iromthe daft that was fhaken 
from the feet of Brahma, and who are on 
that account beneath the meaneft Sooder, 
who is honoured in being permitted to 
touch thv fandals, a race who though lefs 
favage than that of the Mulfulmans with 
regard to thofe that bear the human form, 
exceed them in cruelty to all the other 
animated inhabitants of the earth. Can 
any of this race be capable of inftrufling- 
the defcendant of a thoufand Rajahs ? Im- 
f>offible. From the ant thou mayeft Jearn 
induftry. From the dog thou mayeft be 
inftruSed in faithfulnefs. The hone may 
teach thee diligence, and the elephant in- 
ftru& thee in patience, magnanimity, and 
wifdom, but expeft not from Europeans 
to attain the knowledge of any virtue. 
How fhould they be learned that are but 
of yefterday ? Their remoteft annak ex- 
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tend but to the trifling period of a few 
thoufand years. While enlightened, and 
inftru&ed in myftery, we can trace the 
Jiiftory of revolving ages through the ama- 
2ing period of the four Jogues. 

I am not, however, furprifed that you 
fhould be the dupe of their enchantments. 
I know how far the evil genii have afTifted 
them in that art : of their proficiency in it 
I had myfelf a very convincing proof. 

When the Englifh Saib, to whom Rur- 
fha Bed wan was Mounftii, abode at Agra, 
he took pleafure in aftonilhing thofe who 
went to vifit him, with a difplay of his 
magical flrill. Among feveral other tricks, 
he made the whole company, confifting 
of more than twenty perfons; lay hold of 
each other's hands, and form a circle, and 
then by turning the handle of a little in- 
ftrument, compofed only of metal and 
glafs, but fahich, I fuppofe, muft have 
, contained the evil fpirits obedient to his 
command; he, all at once, caufed fuch a 
fenfation to pafs through the arms of the 
company, as if a fudden ftroke had broken 
the bone, which was not, however, on 
examination, found to be in the leaft in- 
jured. As all felt it precifely at the fame 
moment, it was impoffible that he could 
. have touched each of us, and therefore it 
is evident that it could be nothing but 
magic that could produce fo extraordinary 
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an effeft. At another time he fhut 'oat 
the piercing light of day, which has always 
Been unfavourable to fuch pra&ices, and 
made us behold armies of men, and ele- 
phants,, and horfes, pafs before us on the 
wall. When they difappcared, they were 
fucceeded by a raging fea, vomiting fire, 
and foaming with all the appearance of a 
tremendous ftorm. Ships rolled upon the 
bofom of the deep ; and men who appear- 
ed wild with diftrefs, and panting in the 
agony of terror> were exerting themfelves 
to fave their lives, and preferve their fhips 
from the pointed rocks which environed 
them. This fight of horror^ drew tears 
From our eyes : and we burft into excla- 
mation of forrow. When lo ! in a sw- 
ment, the fun being admitted into the 
apartment, the fcene vaniflied, and we 
law nothing but the hangings which for- 
merly adorned the wall. 

Would the fon of Coafhhind fbrfafee the 
land of his fathers, and wander to regions 
which the glorious fmninary of heaven 
fcarcely deigns to irradiate with his gplden 
beams, to learn tricks like thefe > Surety 
there are jugglers enough in Hindoftan 
who would, for a finall reward, xnftru& 
him in the myfteries of the magic art j and 
as the devils they employ are of our own 
country, they muft be of a lefs pernicious 
nature than thofe of ftrangcrs. 
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So far from being guided by wifdom, 
the laws by which thefe people are govern- 
ed, are abominable and abfurd : which I 
ftiall demonftrate to you by the following 
fafls, of which I was myfelf an eye wit- 
aefs, during my fhort abode at their camp, 
like you, I had fuffered my mind to be 
prejudiced in favour of a people whofe 
condud had been fo favourable to our na- 
tion. The order and regularity which 
prevailed among them, impreffed me at 
iirft with the higtieft idea of their virtue 
and wifdom- 1 had as yet feen no appear- 
ance of any religious cereroooy among 
them, vwhen, -on the third day after my 
^arrival, my attention was attracted by a 
proceffion, which I immediately fuppofed 
to be in honour^of their Dewtah. Curi- 
«ous to behold the nature of their ceremo- 
nies upon this occafiori, I followed the pro- . 
-ceflion, at^wfcich partof the camp aflifted« 
Whenlo! to my equal furprife and bor- 
-ror, I beheld one poor foldier ftripped, 
.lied .up, and almoft lacerated to death; 
a thoufand Jaihes being infli&ed upon his 
paked Ihoulders. That one of their priefts 
flipuld have undergone all this in voluntary 
penance, would not have furprifed me. 
•We every day fee inftances of greater fuf- 
ierings than /this, infiifled by our Fakeers 
Aipon their own bodies. But I could not 
•forbear aftoniftiment, when informed, thaj 
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this cruel ceremony was performed as a 
punifhment upon a foldier, for the triflicg 
crime of purloining a few rupees from 
one of his officers. Doubtlefs, thought I, 
the morals of the people muft be very 
pure, in whofc eyes fo fmall an offence 
can feem worthy of fo great a punifh- 
ment. 

While I yet ruminated upon the 
fcene which I nad witneffed, I was called 
to the tent of an officer, who had, 
ever fince my arrival at the camp, treated 
me with great kindnefs. I had not long 
converfed with him (for he fpoke very 
good Mhors) when feveral of his brother 
officers cathe to vifit. him. They con- 
verfed in their own language, and ap- 
peared, from the frequent burfts of laugh- 
ter which efcaped them, to have entered 
upon a very pleafant topic. I was unwill- 
ing to lofe the knowledge of a diicourfe, 
which feemed to produce fo mCch mirth ; 
and applied to my interpreter for informa- 
tion. He told me the fubjed of their mer- 
riment, was the dijhotwur of one of their - 
own countrymen, a Chief of rank and 
eminence, whofe wife had fuffered the 
torch of her virtue to be extinguilhed, by 
the vile breath of a feducer. How great, 
cried I, muft be the torture awaiting the 
wrfctch who could be guilty of fo great a 
crime. ? If the poor pilferer of a few rupees 
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was doomed to fuffer fo feverely, what 
muft the man undergo, who could bafely 
contaminate the bed of his friend, rob him 
of his honour, and deftroy his peace ? If 
the weight of the punifhment keeps pace 
with the gradation in atrocity, imagination 
can hardly paint to itfelf any thing fodread- 
ftfl as the iufferings to which this wretch 
muft be condemned. This obferyation, 
repeated -by my Mounftri, redoubled the 
mirth of the company ; and I heard, with 
aftoniftiment, that the difhenour of one 
of thefe illujlrious Europeans was to be com- 
mentated, not by the punifhment of the 
aggreffor, not by the facrifice of his life, 
and the degradation of his family, but by 
a fum*>f money ! Can virtue fubfift among 
a people, -who fet a greater value upon a 
few pieces of filver, than upon their ho- 
nour. 

This circumftance did not fall to deftroy 
the impreffion I had received in favour of 
.thefe people. But I fhould perhaps, have 
remained fome longer time among them, 
had 1 not beheld a deed fo horrible, as 
jiiled thy ioul with indignation and difguft. 
Yes, my mifguided friend, I faw thefe 
beioes, whom you falfely imagine fo pure, 
fo harmlefs, fo full of piety and benevo- 
lence, I faw them — my heart ftiudders, 
and my hand trembles while I relate it, 
1 faw them devour, with looks thatbc- 
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tokened the mod favage fatisfe&ion, the 
facred offspring of a fpotted cow. Yes f 
Zaarmilla, this unhappy calf, for whom a 
thoufand holy Fakeers would have ritked 
their lives; was flain at the command of 
thefe inhuman Europeans, and devoured 
by them, without one parjgof remorfe. ; 
Does not nature itfelf revolt at fuch. ait 
a&ioa ? And, had any fpark of religious 
knowledge enlightened their minds, would 
they not have perceived, that the calf they 
flew, was, if not fo learned, at lead more/ 
pious and more uncontaminated by the 
corruption of impure ideas, than tbem- 
felves. Tell me no more of the virtue of 
fuch men. And no more, I conjure thee, 
think of incurring the wrath of Mahadeo, 
by difhonouring thy Call, and forfeiting 
its fublime privileges, at thfc inftigation 
of a curiofity, which has doubtlefs been 
kindled in thy mind , by the*powerful charms 
of magical incantations. Thefe fpells 
would probably have failed in their ef- 
fe&, hadft thou not incurred the difplea- 
fure of the Dewtah, by neglefling to per- 
form the duty to which every Hindoo is 
bound ; the indifpenfible duty of mar- 
riage. Four years have slapfed fince, in 
obedience to the command of my father, 
I married the daughter of the reverend 
Gopaul. She was ill-favoured, and of a 
b^d temper : fo that, being difgufted wkh 



C 49 ) 

her peer ifhnefs, and ftill more with the 
plainnefs of her countenancj, (for in a 
beautiful woman many errors m:>y be for- 
given) I parted with her fome months 
fince, and prefenting her with her ayammi 
Jhadee, fent her back to the houfe of her 
father. I will, therefore, with great plea- 
fare accept of yfcur lifter for my wife. 
With this intention, I fome time ago en- 
quired after her difpofition, and heard 
that'fhe was beautiful, and good temper- 
ed, which is the utmoft perfection in wo- 
men, lb what purpofe fhould they have 
judgment or underitanding ? were they 
not made fubfervient to the will of man ? 
If they are docile, and referved, with 
-enough of judgment to teach them to 
adorn their perfons, and wear their jewels 
with propriety, and never prefuming to 
have a will of their own, follow implicitly 
the dire&iou of their hufbands, ftudying 
his teniper, and accommodating them- 
felves to his humour, it is ail that can be 
wifhed for. As to all that you fay of the 
-cultivation of their underftacdings, I cat* 
only look upon it, as the ravings of a dis- 
tempered imagination. 

Bad as my opinion is of thofe Engliffi 
dhriftians,, I cannot poffibly imagine them 
to be fo abfurd as to teaclj learning to 
their women. Allowing it poffible (which 
I ani very far from allowing) that thefe 

Vol. I. D 



< 5o ) 

creatures, whofe fole delight is finery, 
who were born to amufe, to pleafe, and 
to continue the race of man, (hould be ca- 
pable of entering the facred pQrch which 
leads to the temple of knowledge, what 
would be the coafequefcce of their being 
admitted to it ? would their fleps be fteady 
enough to condudi them through the la- 
byrinths of that awful fane ? No. Con- 
tenting themfelves with the firft- tinfel or- 
nament that caught their eyes 9 they would 
come out at the firft opening of vanity ; 
and having made adepofit of their gentle- 
nefs and humility, would clothe themfelves 
with the robes of arrogance, aud reft 
dauntlefs upon the hollow reed of felf-con- 
creit. Such are the confequences that 
would refulr, fiofn the foolifh attempt,' of 
teaching women more than nature defign- 
ed them to know. 

Let Zaarmilla, therefor-e, hearken to 
the voice of reafon^ and, at the fame 
time that he gives his filler to be the wife 
of his frufnd, let him accept for his fpoufe 
*he fifter of Maandaara. Without being 
% ftridtly beautiful, her countenance is plea- 
ling : a mole of extreme beauty is feated 
on her cheek : and her «yes fparkle like 
the gems of Golconda. She has been 
t#pght humility and obedience, and "has 
i#s#£r converfed with any man, except her 
JEprtfcf and her brother. I know fo well 
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the tendernefs and extreme lenity of thy 
difpofition, that it is ncceffary to caution 
thee againft extreme indulgence, and to 
put thee in mind of the- words of the facred 
Shaftra*, which fayeth, c that a man both 
day and night muft keep his wife fo much 
In fubje&ion, that fhe by no means be 
miftrels of her own actons. If ihe have 
herown freewill, notwithftanding her hav- 
ing fprung from a fuperior Caft, Ihe will 
nevertheless aft amifs.' 

If thou art inclined to difmifs the fpirit 
•of delufion, and liflen to the voice of thy 
friend, I will meet thee, not at Ferrock- 
abad, but at Rampore ; as* through the 
in tereft of certain friends, 1 have feme hopes 
given me that Fyzoola Khan may look 
upon me with the eye of kindnefs, and pro- 
bably reftore me to the pofifeffion of my" 
fathers. I have juft received intelligence 
of the arrival of Sbeermaal from England; 
whether he was induced to accompany 
the great man to whofe fervices he had 
lent the afliftance of his abilities ; and from 
him I make no doubt of receiving fuch 
information refpe&ing the country he has 
feen, as will fatisfy thy mind, and reftore 
thee to the right ufe of thy underftanding. 

What can I fay more ? 

* See Halhed's Tranfiation of the Gentoo Laws. 
D 2 
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this cruel ceremony was performed as a 
punifhment upon a foldier,. for the trifling 
crime of purloining a few rupees from 
one of his officers. Doubtlefs, thought I, 
the morals of the people muft be very 
pure, in whofe eyes fo fmall an offence 
can feem worthy of fo great a punifh- 
ment. 

While I yet ruminated upon the 
fcene which I bad witneifed, I was called 
to the tent of an officer, who had, 
ever fince my arrival at the camp, treated 
me with great kindnefs. I had not long 
converfed with him (for he fpoke very 
good Mhors) when feveral of his brother 
officers caihe to vifit him. They con- 
verfed in their own language, and ap- 
peared, from the frequent burfts of laugh- 
ter which efcaped them, to have entered 
upon a very pleafant topic. I was unwill- 
ing to lofe the knowledge of a diicourfe, 
which feemed to produce fo mCch mirth ; 
and applied to my interpreter for informa- 
tion. He told me the fubje£i of their mer- 
riment, was the dijhottour of "one of their 
dw r n countrymen, a Chief of rank and 
eminence, whofe wife had fuffered. the 
torch of her virtue to be extinguilhed, by 
the vile breath of a feducer. How great, 
cried I, muft be the torture awaiting the 
wrfctch who could be guilty of fo great a 
crime. ? If the poor pilferer of a few rupees 
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was doomed to fuffer fo feverely, what 
iriuft the man undergo, who could bafeiy 
contaminate the bed of his friend, rob him 
of his honour, and deftroy his peace ? If 
the weight of the punifhment keeps pace 
with the gradation in atrocity, imagination 
can hardly paint to itfelf any thing fodread- 
ftd as the fufferings to wmch this wretch 
muft be condemned. This obferyation, 
repeated by my Mounflri, redoubled the 
mirth of the company ; and I heard, with 
aftonifhment, that the difhenour of one 
of thefe illujlrious Europeans was to be com- 
j>en(ated, not by the punifhment of the 
aggreffor, not by the facrifice of his life, 
and the degradation of his family, but by 
a fum*>f money ! Can virtue fubfift among 
a people, -who fet a greater value upon a 
few pieces of filver, than upon their ho- 
nour. 

This circumftance did not fail to deftroy 
the impreffion I had received in favour of 
.thefe people. But I Ihould perhaps, have 
remained fome longer time among them, 
had I not beheld a deed fo horrible, as 
jtiled my ioul with indignation and difguft. 
Yes, nyy mifguided friend, I faw thefe 
Ireioes, whom you falfely Imagine fo pure, 
fo harmlefs, fb full of piety and benevo- 
lence, I faw ihem — my heart fhudders, 
and my hand trembles while I rdate it, 
I faw them devour, with looks that be- 
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tokened the mod favage fatisfa&ion, the 
facred offspring of a fpotted cow. Yes f 
Zaarmilla, this unhappy calf, for whom a 
thoufand holy Falceers would have rifked 
their lives; was flain at the command of 
thefe inhuman Europeans, and devoured 
by them, without one papgof remorfe. 

Does not nature itfelf revolt at fuch.ab 
a&ioa ? And, had any fpark of religious 
knowledge enlightened their minds, would 
they not have perceived, that the calf they 
flew, was, if not fo learned, at lead more 
pious and more uncontaminated by the 
corruption of impure ideas, than them- 
felves. Tell me no more of the virtue of 
fuch men. And no more, I conjure thee, 
think of ineurripg the wrath of Mahadeo, 
by difhonouring thy Call, and forfeiting 
its fublime privileges, at th* inftigation 
of a curiofity, which has doubtlefs been 
kindled in thy mind , by the f powerful charms 
of magical incantations. Thefe fpells 
would probably have failed in their ef- 
fe&, hadft thou not incurred the difplea- 
fure of the Dewtah, by neglefting to per- 
form the duty to which every Hindoo is 
bound ; the indifpenfible duty of mar- 
riage. Four years have slapfed fince, in 
obedience to the command of my father, 
I married the daughter of the reverend 
Gopaul. She was ill-favoured, and of a 
b^d icmper : fo that, being difgufted wkh 
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her peevifhnefs, and ftill more with the 

Elainnefs of her countenancj, (for in a 
fcautiful woman many errors m:>y be for- 
given) I parted with her feme months 
fince, and prefenting her with her ayammi 
Jkadee, feat her back to the houfe of her 
father. I will, therefore, wkh great plea- 
fore accept of y&ur lifter for my wife. ' 
With this intention, I fome time ago en- 
quired after her difpofition, and heard 
that'ftie was beautiful, and good temper- 
ed, which is the utmoft perfection in wo- 
men. To what purpofe fhould they have 
judgment or underltanding ? were they 
not made fubfervtent to the will of man ? 
If they are docile, and referved, with 
enough of judgment to teach them to v 
adorn their perfons, and wear their jewels 
with propriety, and never prefuming to 
have a will of their own, follow implicitly 
the dire&iou of their hufbands, ftudying 
his temper, and accommodating them- 
selves to his humour, it is ail that can be 
wifhed for. As to all that you fay of the 
cultivation of their underftacdings, I can 
only look upon it, as the ravings of a dis- 
tempered imagination. 

Bad as my opinion is of thofe Engliffi 
Chriftians,, I cannot poffibly imagine them 
to be fo abfurd as to teaclj learning to 
their women. Allowing it poffible (which 
J ani very far from allowing) that thefe 
Vol. I. D 
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creatures, whofe fole delight is finery, 
who were bom to amufe, to pleafe, and 
to continue the race of man, (hould be ca- 
pable of entering the facred porch which 
leads to the temple of knowledge, what 
would be the confequebce of their being 
admitted to it ? would their fleps be fteady 
enough io condudi them through the la- 
byrinths of that awful fane ? No. Con- 
tenting themfelves with the firft- tinfel or- 
nament that caught their eyes, they would 
come out at the firft opening of vanity ; 
and having made adepofit of their gentle- 
nefs and humility, would clothe themfelves 
with the robes of arrogance, and reft 
dauntlefs upon the hollow reed of felf-con- 
teit. Such are the confequences that 
would refulr, fiota the foolifh attempt, of 
teaching women more than nature defign- 
ed them to know. 

Let Zaarmilla, therefor-e, hearken to 
the voice of reafon^- and, at the fame 
time that he gives his fifter to be the wife 
of his fri£nd, let him accept for his fpoufe 
$he fifter of Maandaara. Without being 
*flri&ly beautiful, her countenance is plea. 
fing : a mole of extneme beamy is feated 
on her cheek : and her «ygs fparkle like 
trie gems of Golconda. She has been 
taught humility and obedience, and Has 
ye,yer converfed with any man, except her 
%fh?f and her brother. I know fo well 
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the tendernefs and extreme lenity of thy 
difpofnion, that it is ncceffary to caution 
thee againft extreme indulgence, and to 
put thee in mind of the- words of the facred 
Shaftra*, which fayeth, * that a man both 
day and night muft keep his wife fo much 
in fubjeclion, that fhe by no means be 
miftrefsof her own anions. If ihe have 
herown freewill, notwithftanding her hav- 
ing fprung from a fuperior Caft, Ihe will 
»everthelefs aft amifs.' 

If thou art inclined to difmifs the fpirit 
♦of delufion, and liften to the voice of thy 
friend, I will meet thee, not at Ferrock- 
abad, but at Rampore ; as, through the 
in tereftof certain friends, 1 have feme hopes 
given me that Fyzoola Khan may look 
upon me with the eye of kindnefs, and pro- 
bably reftore me to the poflfeffion of my" 
fathers. I have juft received intelligence 
of the arrival of Sh^ermaal from England ; 
whether he was induced to accompany 
the great man to whofe fervices he had 
lent the afliftance of his abilities ; and from 
him I make no doubt of receiving fuch 
information refpe&ing the country he has 
Teen, as will fatisfy thy mind, and reftore 
thee to the right ufe of thy underftanding. 

What can I fay more ? 

* See Halhed's Tranfiauon of the Gentoo Laws. 
D 2 
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this cruel ceremony was performed as a 
p unifhment upon a foldier,. for the trifling 
crime of purloining a few rupees from 
one of his officers. Doubtlefs; thought I, 
the morals of the people muft be very 
pure, in whofe eyes fo fmall an offence 
can feem worthy of fo great a punifti- 
mcnt. 

While I yet ruminated upon the 
fcene which I bad witneifed, I was called 
to the tent of an officer, who had, 
ever fince my arrival at the camp, treated 
me with great kindnefs. I had not long 
converfed with him (for he fpoke very 
good Mhors) when feveral of his brother 
officers caihe to vifit him. They con- 
verfed in their own language, and ap- 
peared, from the frequent burfts of laugh- 
ter which efcaped them, to have entered 
upon a very pleafant topic. I was unwill- 
ing to lofe the knowledge of a diicourfe, 
which feemed to produce fo mCch mirth j 
and applied to my interpreter for informa- 
tion. He told me the fubje£i of their mer- 
riment, was the dijhotwur of one of their 
own countrymen, a Chief of rank and 
eminence, whofe wife had fuffered the 
torch of her virtue to be extinguilhed, by 
the vile breath of a feducer. How great, 
cried I, muft be the torture awaiting the 
wretch who could be guilty of fo great <a 
crime. ? If the poor pilferer of a few rupees 
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was doomed to fuffer fo fevercly, what 
niuft the man undergo, who could bafeiy 
contaminate the .bed of his friend, rob him 
of his honour, and deftroy his peace ? If 
the weight of the punifhment keeps pace 
with the gradation in atrocity, imagination 
can hardly paint to itfelf any thing fodread- 
ftfl as the iufferings to wmch this wretch 
rauft be condemned. This obferyation, 
repeated -by my Mounftri, redoubled the 
mirth of the company ; and I heard, with 
aftonifhment, that tne di (honour of one 
of thefe illujlrious Europeans was to be com- 
.pen&ted, not by the punifhment of the 
aggreffor, not by the facrifice of his life, 
and the degradation of his family, but by 
a fumof money ! Can virtue fubfift among 
a people, -who fet a greater value upon a 
few pieces of filver, than upon their ho- 
nour. 

This circumftance did not fail to deftroy 
the impreffion I had received in favour of 
.thefe people. But I fhould perhaps, have 
remained fome longer time among them, 
had 1 not beheld a deed fo horrible, as 
jtiled my foul with indignation and difguft. 
Yes, my mifguided friend, I faw thefe 
foeioes, whom you falfely imagine fo pure, 
fo harmlefs, fo full of piety and benevo- 
lence, I faw ihem — my heart fhudders, 
and my hand trembles while I rdate it, 
I faw them devour, with looks that be- 
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tokened the mod favage fatisfe&ion, the 
facred offspring of a fpotted cow. Yes f 
Zaarmilla, this unhappy calf, for whom a 
thoufand holy Fakeers would have rifked 
their lives; was flain at the command of 
thefe inhuman Europeans, and devoured 
by them, without one papgof remorfe. ; 
Does not nature itfelf revolt at fuch alt 
a&ioa ? And, had any fpark of religious 
knowledge enlightened their minds, would 
they not have perceived, that the calf they 
flew, was, if not fo learned, at lead more 
pious and more uncontaminated by the 
corruption of impure ideas, than them- 
felves. Tell me no more of the virtue of 
fuch men. And no more, I conjure thee, 
think of incurring the wrath of Mahadeo, 
by difhonouring thy Call, and forfeiting 
its fublime privileges, at th* inftigaiion 
of a curiofity, which has doubtlefs been 
kindled in thy mind, by thefpowerful charms 
of magical incantations. Thefe fpells 
would probably have failed in their ef- 
fe&, hadft thou not incurred the difplea- 
fure of the Dewtah, by neglefting to per- 
form the duty to which every Hindoo is 
bound ; the indifpenfible duty of mar- 
riage. Four years have slapfed fince, in 
obedience to the command of my father, 
I married the daughter of the reverend 
Gopaul. She was ill-favoured, and of a 
b^d temper : fo that, being difgufted with 
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her peer iihnefs, and ftill more with the 

Elainnefs of her countenanCj, (for in a 
eautiful woman many errors mr>y be for- 
given) f parted with her fome months 
fince, and prefenttog her with her ayammi 
Jhadee, fent her back to the houfe of her 
father. I will, therefore, with great plea- 
fore accept of ytoxxx fifter for my wife. ' 
With this intention, I fome time ago en- 
quired after her difpofition, and heard 
that' (he was beautiful, and good temper- 
ed, which is the utmoft perfection in wo- 
men. To what purpofe fhould they have 
judgment or underitahding ? were they 
not made fubfervient to the will of man ? 
If they are docile, and referved, with 
-enough of judgment to teach them to x 
adorn their perfous, and wear their jewels 
with propriety, and never prefuming to 
have a will of their own, follow implicitly 
the direftiou of their hufbands, ftudying 
his temper, and accommodating them- 
felves to his humour, it is ail that can be 
wifhed for. As to all that you fay of the 
cultivation of their underftandings, I can 
only look upon it, as the ravings of a dis- 
tempered imagination. 

Bad as my opinion is of thofe Englifti 
Chriftians,. I cannot poffibly imagine them 
to be fo abfurd as to teaclj learning to 
their women. Allowing it poffible (which 
I am very far from allowing) that thefc 
Vol. I. D 
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creatures, whofe fole delight is finery, 
who were born to amufe, to pleafe, and 
to continue Ae race of man, (hould be ca- 
pable of entering the facred porch which, 
leads to the temple of knowledge, what 
would be the confequefcce of their being 
admitted to it? would their fleps be fteady 
enough *o condudi them through the la-" 
byrinth6 of that awful fane ? No. Con- 
tenting themfelves with the firft- tinfel or- 
nament that caught their eyes, they would 
jcome out at the firft opening of vanity ; 
and having made adepofit of their gentle- 
nefs and humility, would clothe themfelves 
with the robes of arrogance, and reft 
dauntlefs upon the hollow reed of felf-con- 
ceit. Such are the confequences that 
would refulr, fiota the foolifh attempt,' of 
teaching women more than nature defign- 
ed them to know. 

Let Zaarmilla, therefor-e, hearken to 
the voice of reafon^ and, at the fame 
time that he gives his filter to be the wife 
of his friend, let him accept for his fpoufe 
*he fitter of Maandaara. Without being 
% flri&ly beautiful, her countenance is plea- 
fing : a mole of extreme beauty is feated 
on her cheek ; and her <eyg s fparkle like 
the gems of Golconda. She has been 
Wpght humility and obedience, andtaas 
ij^Yjer converfed with any man, except her 
. jEjj^ff and her brother. I know fo well 
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the tendernefs and extreme lenity of thy 
difpofition, that it is ueceffary to caution 
thee againft extreme indulgence, and to 
put thee in mind of the- words of the facred 
Shaftra*, which fayeth, ' that a man both 
day and night muft keep his wife fo much 
in fubje&ion, that fhe by no means be 
miftrefsof her own anions. If fte have 
her own freewill, notwithftanding her hav- 
ing fprung from a fuperior Caft, fhe will 
i>everthelefs aft amifs.' 

If thou art inclined to dlfmifs the fpirit 
•of delufion, and liflen to the voice of thy 
friend, I will meet thee, not at Ferrock- 
abad, but at Rampore ; as, through the 
intereftof certain friends, 1 have fome hopes 
given me that Fyzoola Khan may look 
upon me with the eye of kindnefs, and pro- 
bably reftore me to the poffeffion of my* 
fathers. I have juft received intelligence 
of the arrival of Sheermaal from England; 
whether he was induced to accompany 
the great man to whole fervices he had 
lent the affiftanceof his abilities ; and from 
him I make no doubt of receiving fuch 
information refpefting the country he has 
feen, as will fatisfy thy mind, and reftore 
thee to the right ufe of thy underftanding. 

What can I fay more ? 

* See Halhed's Tranfiation of the Gentoo Laws. 
D 2 
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LETTER IIL 



From the Same to the Same. 



1 HE powerful influence of the Goitie- 
rie*, which 1 have employed fome expert, 
and holy Fakeers to ufe, in order to dik 
poffefs thy mind from the influence of the 
magic of the Chriftians, will, I hope, be 
aided in their operation by the following 
account of the obfervations of Sheermaal, 
during his abode in England. 

If, then, Zaarmilla has any value for 
the peace of Maandaara, he will inftantly 
quit the wild and fantaftick projeft of feek- 
ing for truth in the regions of darknefs ; 
anc}* remaining in the land of his fathers, 
receive the gifts of happihefs into the bo- 
fom of content. 

Let thine ears now Men to the words of 
Sheermaal; and from his expeiience be 
thou contented to receive tfce fiuits of wit- 
dom. 

* A Geiutoo incantation* 
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LETTER IV. 



The Bramin Sheer maal, to Kilheen Neeajr 
Maandaara, 



1 HE letter of the noble and illuftrious 
Rajah, I have read with the rooft profound 
refpeft ; and at thy requeft fhall haften to 
remove from his eyes the film of prejudice, 
and to convince him that the opinions he 
has conceived, concerning the ChYiftiana 
of England, are altogether falfe and erro- 
neous. I do not wonder, that the enlight- 
ened mind of the noble Rajah, fhould have 
conceived a predileflion in favour of a 
' people, who feem defliped to make fo cf>n- 
fpicuous a figure in the annals of Afia, 
As a race of brave and daring mortals, 
chofen by Veefhnu to crub the fury of 
cleftru&ive tyranny, to blunt the lword of 
the deftroyer, and break the galling fet- 
ters of the oppreffed, I, and every Hin- 
doo, muft unite with him in pronouncing 
their eulogium : but as to the principles 
which aftuate their conduft, their religion, 
their laws, and their manners, j he mind 
of the noble Rajah has been immerfed in 
error. 
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The learned Pundit, xvhofe fame has 
extended from the walls of Lucknco to 
the banks of Baratnpootej*, had. Suffici- 
ently opened my underflanding. It be- 
came evident, that whatever was in any 
degree excellent or admirable, through- 
out the Bobor Logue f , was an emana- 
tion from the fhadow of wiidora, a ray of 
light obliquely darting from the facred vo- * 
lume which iffued from the chambers of 
the deep** To afcenain the certainty of 
this truth, I determined to vifit the re- 
* motefl comer of the habitable "world, 
and in the bofom of experience I have 
ibtffcd the expe&ed con virion §. 

Let not the noble Rajah .be deceived- 
Let him not vainly imagine the Chriftiana 

* The Tranflator muft acknowledge, that the 
fame of this learned Pundit has not reached fo iar $s> 
to acquaint her with his name. 

t Habitable world. ' 

J The Vedas, or Hindoo Scriptures, fold in their 
allegorical mythology to have been recovered from 
the fea, bythe God Veeftuiu, in the form of a fifh : 
who, after flaying the giant Hayagriva, tore from his 
belly the facred volumes which he had profanely 
fwallowed, returned with them in triumph, and pre- 
ient«4 them to Brahma. A print of Veefhnu per- 
forming this ceremony is given in the fecond volume 
of Maurice's Indian Antiquities. 

§ The meaning of the Bramin is rather obfeure ; 
it is, however, fufficiently* obvious to eftablifh his. 
character a6 ifyftcmaUc traveller. 
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to be in poffeffion of fuclran invaluable 
treafure as the Shatter he deicribes ; a 
Shatter promulgating the glorious hopes 
of immortality ; calculated to produce the 
univerfal reign of peace and juftice, the 
exercife of the pureft benevolence, and the 
moft perfeft virtue. Let not the Rajah 
think that the knowledge of ftich a book 
as this exifts among Chriftians. If it 
did, is it- poffible, that in the ten* years 
in which I have intimately converfed with 
Chriftians of all ranks and orders;. military 
commanders, chiefs in vetted with the pow- 
ers of civil authority, and men who made 
the ftudy of literature their employment 
and delight, b it poffible, I fay, rhat I 
fhduld never once have beard of fjch & 
book? Lettheaoble Rajah, be the judge* 
That a book of ancient origin, vul- 
garly caHed the bible, was once known to 
the £ngli(h, I have had certain informa- 
tion : but far from containing dodhines 
of fuch a nature as the Rajah has announc- 
ed, the firft proof of genius which a 
young man gives to the world, upon his- 
iifuing from the fchools, is to x fpeak of it 
with a becoming degree of contempt. 
Indeed, to extirpate from fociety all regard' 
for the pernicious do&rines it contains, 
has long been the primary objedt of atten- 
tion to "the enlightened philofopliers of 
Europe. How much the book is de- 
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tefted by thefe fage philosophers, may 
eafily be inferred, when I declare, that 
of the many philosophers I haVe met with, 
who had nw>ft vehemently fpoken and 
written againft ir, not one had contami- 
nated himfelf by deigning to examine its 
contents. One of thele great men, a pro* 
found writer of hiftory, has given to the 
yrotfd a work more yoluminous than the 
Mahabbarat, more brilliant than the odes of 
Sancha, undertaken, and accomplifhed, as 
I was well afibred, with the benevoient 
purpofe' of convincing his countrymen of 
the fuperiority of the Mahommedan to 
the Chriftian faith. Whether thefe en- 
lightened. men will ever really fucceed in 
their intentionx>f eftabliftikig the religion 
of Mahomet in England, is, howfever, in 
my opinion, rather cfcubtful* 

However alluring the dodrinc of po- 
lygamy, and the view of the Mahomme- 
dan Paradife may be to men of tafte and 
fentiment, there are fome obftacles which, 
I apprehend, would, in the opinion of jthe 
people, be unfurmountable. The chief of 
thefe I take to be the prohibition of wine, 
the ftri& fa£l of Ramozin, and, above all 
the injunSions * concerning the treatment 

* See Sale's Koran, and Hamilton 4 ? tranflation a£ 
the Hedeya. 
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of flaves, which are fo miid and gene- 
rous, that the Chriilians of England, who 
are concerned in the traffic of their fel- 
low-creatures (and who form a large and 
refpe&able part of the community) would 
never be brought to fubmit to its authority. 

From the delufive opinion entertained 
in the fublime mind of the Rajah, of the 
religion of the Chriftiaus, he will, no 
doubt, be inclined to imagine, that their 
philanthropy embraces the wide circle of 
the human race. , How far the rule of 
* doing to others, as they would be done 
by, in the like cafe/ a&uatcs the Chrif- 
tians of England, may be learned from 
the following hiftory of my voyage. 

As I attended the family of a great man, 
I had the advantage of being accommodat- 
ed on board one of their " f hips of war, a 
huge edifice, whofe fides were clothed 
with thunder. This mighty fabric con- 
tained near feven hundred people, go- 
verned by a few Chiefs, whofe commands 
were obeyed with the quicknefs of the 
lightning's glance, and the frown of whofe 
difpleafure was followed by the feverity of 
punifhment. We had made two thirds 
of our voyage to the coaft of Britain, when 
a fhip appeared at a diftance, which our 
flcilful mariners foon perceived to be in 
diftrefs. I had fo often witneffed what I 
thought to be the exercife of cruelty during 
I> 5 
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my abode in this fea-borne fbrtrefs, that I 
did not expe& the diftreifes of people, 
whom they had never feen, would excite 
much of their compaffion. In this, how- 
ever, I w r as miftaken. To my aftonilh* 
ment every effort was inftantly made to 
afford relief to thefe ftrangers ; and I be- 
held the toil ftrengthencd nerves of thefe 
lions of the ocean, ftrained by the moft 
vigorous exertions, to fave the almoft fink- 
ing veffel. At length, theobjed of their 
labours was effected ; and they, who had 
been fo zealous to fave, now appeared per- 
fectly indifferent to the expreflions of gra- 
titude and admiration which were poured 
out by the people, whom they had fo gal- 
. lantly deliveit?d from the jaws of deftruc- 
tion. Our carpenter was employed to re- 
pair the breaches in the unfortunate veffel. 
And, as the; weather was now calm, curi- 
ofity led the principal people ol our com- 
pany to vifu thc'fliip of the ftrangers. I 
was among the number. But Oh \ that I 
could obliterate from my mind the me- 
mory of a fcene, the horrors. of which no 
pen can defcribe, no tongue can utter, bo 
imaginatiop conceive. It was an Eng- 
lifti veffel, which had been on a voyage 
to the coaft of Africa, from whence it was 
now proceeding -to the Britifti fettlements 
in the Welt Indies, with a cargo, not of 
iiiver and gold, not of coftly fpices and 
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rich perfumes, butoffome hundreds of the 
moft wsetched of the human race; a cargo 
of flaves. Thefe miferable beings, were 
here huddled together in the fqualid cells 
of a moving, dungeon. Their uncouth, 
fcreams, theuMTmal groans, their counte- 
nances, on which were alternately depifted 
the images of fury, terror, and defpair, the 
clanking of their chains, and the lavage 
looks of the white barbarians, who com- 
manded them, exhibited fuch a flene, as- 
mocks defcription. 

Surely, the magnanimous Rajah will not 
imagine, that the perpetrator^ of this cru- 
elty could be the profeffors of a religion 
of mercy. No. Had a ray of knowledge 
.enlightened their underftandings, through 
the tawny hue of the unlettered favage, 
they would have recognized the emanation 
of the creating Spirit ; they would have 
perceived the kindred mind, which, in its 
progreflive courfe through the ftages of 
varied being, might one day inhabit the 
bodies of their own offspring. For my 
part, when I contemplated the fcene before 
me, I anticipated, in imagination, the few 
fwiftly rolling years, which might 'change 
the abode of the fouls of thefe tyrant 
whites into the fiames of woe-deftined ne- 
groes ; while the prefent vi&ims of their 
cruelty, w 7 ould in their turns, become the 
mailers, and, feizing the fcorpion whip of 
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'oppreffioo, retaliate their prefent faffe rings 
with all the bitternefs of revenge. But, 
alas ! the divine dodrine of retribution is 
unknown to. thefe Chriftians. No dread 
of after punifhment refirainstheremorfelefs 
hand of cruelty. No apffjjhenfion of the 
vengeance of an offended Deity, diverts 
them from the greedy purfuits of avarice, 
or difturbs the enjoyments of luxury. For 
let it net dagger your faith in my vera- 
city, when I inform you, that all this ag- 
gregate of human mifery is incurred, in or- 
der to procure a luxurious, repaft to the 
pampered appetites of thefe voluptuaries, 
and that the unhappy negroes are torn 
from their country, their friends and fami- 
lies, for no other puipofe, but to cultivate 
the fugar-cane ; a work of which the lazy 
Europeans are themfelves incapable. 

WhenI mention theflavesof Chiifiians, 
let not your imagination turn to the bondf- 
men of . Afia, as if their fituation were pa- 
rallel. No. By the mild laws of our 
Shafter, and even by the lefs benevolent 
inftitutions of Mahommed, flaves are con- 
iidered as people who, having bartered 
their liberty for protection, are entitled to 
the flri&eftjuflice, lenity, and indulgence. 
They are alwavs treated with krndnefs, 
and are mod frequently the friends and 
confidants of their matters. But with thefe 
white favages, thefe mercilefs Chrifiiacs, 
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they are doomed to fuller all that cruelty, 
inftigated by avarice, and intoxicated by 
power,' can inflidt. Ah! beloved Hindo- 
.fian ! happy country ! paridife of regions ! 
the plant which in thetranf-Atlanticiflands 
is fattened with the blood of the wretched, 
with thee raifes its blooming head, a vo- 
luntary offering to the pure and innocent 
childr n. That lufcious cane, which the 
inhabitants of Europe purchafe by. the 
enormous mafs of mifery, is on the banks 
of the Ganga, the exclufive property of 
the laughing Deity, the heart-piercing 
Cama ; with it the fon of Maya forms the 
bow, from which his flowery ftiafts are 
thrown at the fons of men* : with it the 
blamelefs hermit approaches the altars of 
the rural Gods; and from it the fimple 
repafts qf the favoured of Veeflmu receive 
their higheft relifh. 

But my obfevvations on the religion of 
the people of England, flop not here. To 
obtain complete information upon this 
fubjeft, was the obje&Ikept perpetually 
in my view. And I hope it is, known to 
the Rajah, that a Bramin of my charadicr 
is not eafily to be deceived. The cuftom 
of dedicating the feventh day to a&s of 
piety and devotion, is mentioned by the 
Rajah as aninflitution admirably calculated 

* See the Introduction. 
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for keeping up the fpirit of a religion, 
which was intended for the purification of 
the heart, and of which the duties of peni-_ 
tence and felf-examination formed confti- 
tuent parts, Alafs how grofsly has his 
fimplicity been impofed upon. It is in- 
deed obferved as a holiday by the lower 
Cafts, and fpent by fome of the induftri- 
ous orders of mechanics in the innocent 
amufement of walking in the fields, ac- 
companied by their wives and children. 
By thofe of lefs fober manners, it is em- 
ployed in the indulgence of gluttony, and 
the moft depraved intemperance. By the 
higher Cafts, it is altogether unobferved, 
except as a day particularly propitious to 
the purpofe of travelling. A feleft num- 
ber, from all the different Cafts, occafion- 
ally amufe themfelves by attending for an 
hour or two, on the mornings of that day,, 
at certain large buildings, called churches; 
a pra&ice which they doubtlefs continue 
in conformity to fome ancient cuftom, the 
origin of which is now forgotten, though 
thepra&ice continues lobe partially ob- 
ferved. Curiofity once led me into one of 
thefe churches, where a young man dref- 
fed in white began the performance of the 
ceremony. Had it not been for the care- 
leffnefs of his manner, I ihould have been 
tempted to. believe that he was engaged in 
offering prayers to the Deity ; and fo far 
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as the extreme rapidity of his utterance 
would permit me to judge, fome things he 
faid fo plainly alluded to a future ftate of 
exiftence, that one lefs truly informed 
than I was, might have been led into a 
belief that fome fuch notions had adtually 
been entertained among them. The cere- 
monies of this day were. concluded by an 
elderly prieft, in a black robe, who read, 
in a languid and monotonous tone, from a 
fmall book, which he held in his hand, a 
fort of exhortation; the truths contained 
in which, feemed equally indifferent to 
himfelf and to his audience. Nor did the 
little attention that was paid to his dif- 
courfe feem to give him any offence^ or 
to impel him to fpeak in a more energe- 
tic manner ; though it probably haftened 
his conclufion ; at which he had no fooner 
arrived, than the countenances of his audi- 
tors brightened, and they congratulated 
one another on their being emancipated 
from the fatigue of this tirelbme cere- 
mony. 

Had I never penetrated farther into the 
character of thefe Chriflians, I fhould have 
confidered them as beings altogether inca- 
pable of a ferious and profound attention 
to the peiformance of any religious duty ; 
but a deeper inveftigaiion convinced me 
of the contrary, and that in the perform- 
ance of fuch ceremonies as they deemed 
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of real importa&ct, the fetriRiog people Could 
evince a degree of afliduity and perfeve- 
raace, that would have done honour to a 
Sane affee*. 

The rites to which I allude, may, in my 
opinion, eafily to be traced to the facred in- 
ftitutipnsof the beloved of Brahma; the na- 
tion which is the pure fountain of all hu- 
man wifdora. 

To the intelligent mind of the noble 
Rajah, it is well known how our great 
anceftors, incomparable in wifdom, ordain- 
ed fuch myftical reprefentations of the fu- 
perior intelligences ; as it is not lawful for 
any but the moft hply and learned of the 
Bramins to explore. The moft pious of 
the facred Caft, after purifying themfelves 
from worldly thoughts by years of abfti- 
nence, fpent in the filence of folemn groves, 
are, by much application and unwearied 
ftudy, enabled to perceive the true mean- 
ing of thofe reprefentations hewn in the 
ftupendous rock, or carved* in the lofty 
walls of ancient edifices, which, to the 
eyes of the vulgar,- appear uncouth images 
of ftone. And it is doubtlefs from this 
wife example of our ancient Bramins, that 

* A religious rtclufe. 

We are now in pofleffion of fo many accurate 
engravings and minute defcriptions of the extraordi- 
nary fculpture which decorates the temples of the 
Hindoos, that there are few readers to whom a de- 
tail of them would not be fuperfiuous. 
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the prieftsof all religions have learned the 
art of concealing the fimplicity of truth, 
under the dark and impenetrable cloud of 
fvmbolical myftery, which none but they 
tnenrfelves can fully explain. The know- 
ledge of the vulgar is the death of zeal. 
But defep is the reverence of ignorance. 

It was not then, from the people en- 
gaged in the rites I mention, that I could 
expedl information concerning them : but 
I had a better inftruttor in the depth of my 
own fagacity, which foon taught me, that 
the objeft of their moft ferious devotion 
was flridly analogous to the fymbols of 
our Dewtah, not indeed cut in the folid 
xock of gloomy caverns ; not hewn on the ' 
walls of facred temples; but, correfpon* 
dent to the trifling genius of thefe filly 
people, painted upon fmall flips of ftiff 
^ paper ! Neither is the manner in which 
thefe devotions are performed exadtly limi- 
lar to ours. It is not neceffary that thofe 
devotees fhould perform the feven ablu- 
tions ; neither do they rub their bodies 
with earth; neither do they cover their 
heads with cow-dung : and, inftead of fo- 
lemn proftration before thefe painted objefls 
of their idolatry, they take them familiarly 
into their hands, and tofs them one after 
another upon a table covered with green 
clQtb ; turn them up and jdown, fometimes 
gazing upon them with momentary admi- 
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ration, as they lie proftrate on tire mid- 
dle of the table ; then again, feizing them ' 
with holy ardour, they turn them haftily 
upon their faces. And to this Poojah* of 
idols, termed cards, do the major part 
of the people devote their time ; the facrU 
ficing every enjoyment of life, as well as 
every domeftic duty to the performance of 
this Angular devotion. 

It is faid, that it is incumbent only on a 
' profeffed hermit utterly to renounce his 
paflions, and worldly purfuits : but that it 
is fufficient for a domeftic character to re- 
frain from their abufe.' The zeal for the 
Poojah of cards infpires a more exalted 
degree of felf-denial : I have known it lead 
its ardent votaries to exclude the foul- 
enlivening rays of the golden fun, in the 
fined evenings of their fhort-iivedfummer; 
and while the nightingale warbled its tale 
of love to the liftening rofe, and all the 
beauties of nature glowed around the m, I 
have beheld them turn from the tempta- 
tion with heroic firmnefs, and placing 
themfelves at the altars of their idols* re- 
main immoveably fixed in that devotion, 
which abforbed the powers of their foul. 

Little as I am inclined to coincide with 
the opinion of the Rajah, relative to the 
fuperiority of the females of Europe in any 

* WorfHip. 
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otter particular, I muftconfeft, that in 
their tin wearied affiduity to the Poojah of 
cards, they evince a degree of conftancy 
fcarely exceeded by a pious Yogee* in 
the aft of penance. 

The languor, fo vifible in the counte- 
nances of the people affembled in the 
church, was never to be obferved during 
the performance of this more important 
ceremony. Here, even the very Prieft 
loft the apathy which had there fo ftrongly 
marked his countenance. The attention 
of his fellow worfhippers was no* longer 
a matter of indifference to him. His zeal 
was kindled into fervor, and broke forth 
into the fe verity of reproach againft a fe- 
male who fat oppofite to him, for exhibit- 
ing fome tranfient mark of negligence in 
the performance of the duty in which fhe 
was now engaged. 

Univerfally as t]ie Poojah of cards is 
eftablifhed throughout the country, it has 
not in the remoteft province, been able 
entirely to fupercede another fpecies of 
idolatry, which has clearly, and iftdifpu- 
tably, been borrowed from the manners of 

* An order of religious Reclufes, remarkable for 
the rigorous performance of the penitential duties, 
efteemed by the Hindoo* fo eifentially neceffary to- 
ward the advancement of their happinefs in a future 
jlate the voluntary penances undertaken by thefe 
pious Yogees, are frequently fo fevere as to excite 
an equal degree of aftonifhmexit and horror/ 
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their eaftern progenitors. This is no other 
than the worfhip of certain birds, and 
quadrupeds, which are held fo facred by 
their worftiippers, that the preferration of 
their lives occupies, I am well affured, 
many volumes of their laws, and has em- 
ployed the chief ftudy of their fapient Le^ 
giflators. I fliould have wiflied to obtain 
much information upon a fubjeft fo cu- 
rious ; but all that I could learn, was, that 
the provincial Rajahs, devoted to the wor- 
fhip of thefe animals, are moftly fprung 
from the firft Call. (A certain proof of 
their Braminical origin.) They defoife the 
vain purfuit of literature; and confeiousof 
their native and inherent fuperiorky, they 
pique themfelves upon their ignorance of 
all the fciences that are in efteem among 
the lower orders of men. 

From fuch exalted perfonages muchaa- 
form^tion was ndt to be looked for : but 
a circumftance which occurred while I 
journeyed over the remote parts of the 
kingdom, threw fufficient light upon the 
fubjedL 

In one particular, however, the hjgher 
Gafts in that country muft be acknow- 
ledged to differ widely from the race of 
Brahma. — They are deficient in hofpita- 
lity ! Never did I fee the doors of a great 
man open to receive the wearied traveller: 
the milk of his cows flows not into the 
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Granger's diftu Nay, fo very rude and 
inhofpitable are the manners ot the people 
of high Caft, that once upon a time, when, 
being overtaken by darknefs in a rainy 
evening, I attempted to procure lodgings 
for myfelf and my attendant, at the houfe 
of on of thefe provincial Rajahs, which 
was fituate near the road, I was not only 
denied admittance, but repulfed with the 
language of contempt, andjneceffitated to 
continue my route, in a dark and ftormy 
evening, till the fight of apeafant's hut . 
cheered my heart with the hope of flielter. 
I was not difappointed ; for in this country 
the fpirit of hofpitality is only to be found 
beneath a roof of thatch. The decent 
matron, who inhabited this lowly hut, re- 
ceived me with looks of cordial welcome. 
Five blooming children furrounded the 
blazing fire, whofe cheerful light was re- 
flefted from the bright utenfils that adorn- 
ed the white wafhed walls. My firft ap- 
pearance difmayed the little train, Hut fome 
candied fweetmeats, with which I prefent- 
ed them, quickly reconciled them to my 
complexion. The genii, who delight to 
revel in the troubled air, howled around 
this humble dwelling, and pouring the 
dafhing torrent from the black"bofomed 
clouds of night, they heard with joy the 
thunder's roar, while nimbly following the 
lightning's flafh, they exulted in the min- 
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gled temped, The pale hue of terror fat 
upon the matron's check ; ftie liftened, 
with anxiety and impatience, for the voices 
of her hulband and her fon, who were not 
yet returned from the labours of the day ; 
and while her own fears increafed with the 
horrors of the tempeft, ftie employed her- 
feif in appeafing thofe of the infant group, 
who clung to her, demanding, with ac- 
cents of clamorous forrow, the return of 
their father and tbelr brother. 

When the ftorm a little abated of its 
violence, the little creatures ran by turns 
to the door, eagerly peeping into the dark 
abyfs of night, in hopes of difcovering 
their approach. The anxious mother add- 
ed fuel to the already blazing fire ; again 
fhe fwept the unfoiled hearth : and again 
adjufted the chairs, which had long been 
placed for the reception of the iupporters 
of her hope. At length, the well known 
fteps were heaid; every, heart fluttered 
with joy, and every little hand was ftretch- 
ed out, eager to receive the paternal and 
fraternal embrace. The old man and his 
fon were for fome time occupied in re- 
turning the careffes ol their family ; which 
they did with the^tendernefs of afle<Slion: 
and then the venerable mafter of this hum- 
ble abode came forward, to welcome ilic 
to a (hare of the comforts it afforded. He 
had looked at me earneftly foi fome time, 
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when, to my utter aftonilhment, he ad- 
-dreffed me in my native language. The 
Mhors he fpoke was but indifferent, but 
it ivas intelligible, and more charming to 
my ears than the mufic of the feven genii. 
In order to account for what appeared 
to me fuch an extraordinary phenomenon, 
he told me that, in early life, he had been 
tempted, by the God of love, to win the 
affe&ions of a damfel, whofe beauty had 
touched the heart of the village Lord. 
The place of wife, in the eftablifhment of 
this great man, was already occupied by 
the daughter of a neighbouring Rajah ; 
but he had probably been convinced by 
the philofophers, of the propriety of the 
fyftem of Mabommct ; and thought that 
the damfel, though the daughter of a me- 
chanic, would be no unworthy ornament 
of his zenana. It is not to be wondered 
at that he fhouldbe filled with indignation 
at the prefumption of the ybung peafant, 
who dared to iuteifere with his pleafures, 
and difappoint his fchemes, by marrying 
the objeft of his hopes. Jt is not proper 
that inferiors fhould be permitted todefeat 
the intentions of their Lords with impunity. 
This great man was of the fame opinion ; 
and, in the height of his refentment againft 
ins fuccefsful rival, he had him torn from 
the arms of his bride, and fent in a com- 
pany of foldiers, vi ho were all collected 
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ia the feme arbitrary manner (probably 
as a punifhment for the fame fort ot of- 
fence) to the Eafl: Indies. Here this un- 
fortunate martyr to love fpent eleven years 
in the fervice of the Company, in the rank 
of a petty officer: when having, by his 
economy, faved a fum fufficient for the 
purpofes of humble competence, be ob- 
tained leave to return to his native coun- 
try* As the gay pennant, though forced 
to obey the preffure of the changeful breeze,, 
ftill clings to its beloved maft, and, at the 
return of every, fliort-lived calm, flutters 
round the objedl to which it was in youtb 
united ; fo the heart of this honeft peafant, 
in all the ftorms of fortune, hovered round 
the cottage that contained his wife and 
child. At length, her obfcure retirement 
was gladdened by his prefence. By -the. 
employment of her needle, fhe had pro- 
cured duiing his abfence, an honourable 
and virtuous fubfiftence forherfelf and for* 
The little fortune he had brought from 
India was loft by the villainy of the agent 
into whofe hands he had entrufted it. But 
in the endearments of mutual afTedion, this 
honeft couple had a fund of felicity, which 
the malice of fortune could^ not deftroy.* 
Both the good man and hisfon found em- 
ployment for their induftry in cutting down 
the trees of a neighbouring wood:. a work 
which had been committed to their care, . 
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_ and amply recortipenced their diligence. 
When they returned from tHeir labour, the 
cfeeerful appearance of the well-ordered fa-, 
mily at home, the fmiling. welcome of the 
little iunocents, aod the affe&ionate tender- 
nefsofthe worthy matron, prefented to 
them a reward which went^, farther thau 
the gifts of fortune have power to pene- 
trate 4 — it reached the heart. 

The recital of thefe ctrcumftances was 
made to me during the moft cheerful re- 
paft that I ever faw Chriftians partake o£ 
Whenit was ended, a ceremony enfued, 
which having never feen pradlifed at any 
other period, I have reafon to think ^0- 
-cutiar to themjefae$. Upon a hint from the 
old foldier, his eldeft daughter prefented 
; him with a very large book, from jvhich, 
with a clear and folemn voice, he read 
Tome admirable iaftru&ions and exhorta-. 
tions. The fublime and commanding en- 
. «rgy with which thefe precepts were ex- 
preifed, might lead to a conclusion, that 
•this was a copy a£ the fame Shatter with 
which -the departed Saib Percy prefentecj. 
the learned Rajah : but many obftaclesop- 
pofe themfelvesto this fuppofition. Could 
we believe that a book of fuch diflfin- 
.guifhed authority, unheard of among the 
learned, and totally unknown among the „ 
fuperior Cafts, fliould yet be found fami- 
liar in the cottage of a peafant ? It is too 
Vol. L E 
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abfurd for the fhadow of probability to 
reft upon. 

But to return to the religions rites of 
thefe fimple people ; which, as I have ob- 
served, differ ^efifentially from all that had 
hitherto come within my obfervation: fix 
inftead of the Poojah of cards, which at 
that hour would have been performed in 
the families of the higher Cafts, when the 
old man had fhutth^ book, he knelt down, 
his wife and blooming infants following his 
example. The latter clafped their little 
hands, and held them up to heaven, while 
he lifted up his voice, calling upon the un- 
feen, omnifcient, and immortal Preferver, ■ 
to blefs them, and to accept from hearts 
of' gratitude the offering of praife and 
ihankfulnefe. I cannot account for it, but 
. there was Something in this whole cere- 
mony which greatly affedled jfny «rind ; 
and I could not help, while I liltened to • 
the fimple, but fervent, devotion of this 
virtuous labourer, feeling for him a degree 
of veneration, even fuperior to what I had 
experienced for the Prieft, whofe zeal had 
been fo conspicuous at the Poojah of 
cards. 

In the morning, the fame rites were 
again jepeated ; after which, I took leave 
of this innocent and happy family : the old 
man injifting that, as I had come feme 
pules out of my way, his fon Ihould a<c- 



( 75 •) 

company rae to the village where I had di-. 
re&ed my fervant and horfe to meet me. 
Thclad willingly .obeyed the commands, 
of his father, and we fet out 'together. 
He was a handfome youth, of about twen- 
ty years of age, and of a fenfible and in- 
telligent countenance. Taking a path 
through a corn field, it being now the 
latter end of harveft, we met a young 
peafant, who carried a gun, which ne fre- 
quently fired, to frighten the crows and 
other birds from the grain. My compa-" 
nion toolc the weapon of deftru&ion into 
his hand to examine it : and in that un- 
happy moment, in which the Goddefs of 
Mifchance prefided, a^group of partridges 
appeared before him: he involuntarily 
ftruck the flint ; the report refounded 
through the air, and oh! unfortunate de- 
ftiny, feven of thefe facred birds were 
laid rolling in the duft. He had no time 
to confider of the fatal deed - 9 for, in a 
moment, two men, whom the buflies had 
concealed from our view, darted on the 
guilty youth, wrefted the weapon of de- 
ftrudtion from his trembling hand, and, 
with many imprecations of vengeauce, in- 
fitted upon hislmmediately attending them 
before the awful tribunal of aflembled Ma- 
giftrates, who were now exercifing the fa T 
cred fun£lions of their office in the neigh- 
bouring village. It was then I learned the 
E % 
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real magnitude of. my friend's offence. 
For I 'was then informed, that to prefervc 
thefe facr«d birds from being injured by 
the unh allowed hands of any of the loyer 
Caft, the fevered laws were promulgated r 
and as the Zimeendars in the office of the 
magiftracy, before* whom thefe offences 
were tried, were all of them worfhippers 
of the Rural Dewtah, they never fuffered 
the fleru fentence of juftiGe to he foftened 
;at the fuggeftion of mercy. 

As it is not good to forfake a friend 
in his adverfity, we entered the temple 
of juftice together. In this awful tribu- 
nal, feaied in two large chairs, we found 
the offended magiftrates. The firft of 
thefe judges feemed fully confcious of his 
dignity ; which was indeed very great ; 
uniting in'himfelf the triple offices of Prieft* 
JSimeendar, and Magiftrate of the place. 
The other vras a Pundit, learned in the 
law ; called, iu the language of thefe peo- 
ple, an attorney. No fooner did the wit- 
neffes of my friend's guilty deed, prefent 
the unhappy culprit before them, pro- 
ducing at the fame time the murdered 
birds, and the deftra&ive engine of their 
.diffolution, than .the murmur of indigna- 
tion arofe ; the caufe in which they were 
then hearing evidence was ihflantly dif- 
mified : it was, indeed, only concerning 
a man who was faid to haverbeaten his 
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wife almoft to death :. a trifling crime, in 
the eyes of thefe Magiftrites, when com- 
pared to the murder of feven partridges ! 

The fon of th$ foldier attempted to 
fpeak in y his own defence, but was pre- 
vented by the firft judge, who declared' 
that the proof was iufficienr for his con- 
demnation, and that he never would hear 
any thing in favour of apoachkr: (a 
name given by this fed to the enemies of 
their idolatry.) From the tone of wrath 
with which he pronounced thefe word?, I 
faw that the young man's fate was deter- 
mined ! and when, after fome confutation 
between themfelvee, the younger judge 
.arofe to pronounce his fentence, I expetf- 
ed, with forrow, to have heard the itievo- 
cable mandate of immediate death; and 
knowing how vindidive the priefts of all 
religions ufually are toward thofe who have 
treated with contempt the objefts of their 
fuperftitious veneration, Ifhouldhave been 
well pleafed to have compounded for his 
Ample death, unattended by the tortures 
which I feared might be infli&ed on him ; 
for a crime which, I plainly faw, was 
thought of by his judges with horror. 
Judge then with what a mixture of aflo- 
nifhment and delight; I heard the mild and 
merciful fentence uttered by the Pundit, 
which pronounced no other fentence of pu- 
niflim^nt, but that of paying a fum of 
mone) J 
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How univerfal is the fin of ingratitude ? 
When I expelled to behold this young 
man embracing the feet of his merciful 
judges with grateful rapture, I heard hiur, 
with aflonifhment, venture to expoftulate 
with his behefa&ors upon his utter inabi- 

• lity to pay fo great a fine. He mentioned 
the fituation of his parents ; faid they de- 
pended upon his labour for fupport; and 

1 that, fhould his judges perfevere in inflift- 
ing the payment of fo large a fum upon 
him, it muft deprive them of his aflift- 
ance ; or, by robbing them of the little 
favings of their induftry, reduce their 
young ones to penury, and caufe them to 
eat the bread of bitternefs in their old age* - 
* Let pity for my aged parents induce you 
to foften the rigour of my fentence/ cried 
the ungrateful youth, € and, though a thou- 
sand partridges were to ftart up before me, 
I fwear I fhall never injure one feather of 
their wings.' Alas ! his eloquence was 
loft. The judges remained inexorable: 
till at length, being touched with the for- 
row of the young man, I refolved to ad- 
drefs them in the belt Englifti I was mafter 
of. * Mild, upright and merciful judges/ 
cried I, c believe not that I fpeak to ex- 
cufe the crime of which this young man 
has been guilty. No. I have ever been 
taught to pay refpeft to the Dewtahs of 
whatever country I was in. With the 
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Perfic Magi I have bent in fblemn adora^ 
tion of the folar orb; while, with other 
equally enlightened nations of the eaft, I 
have demonftrated my refpc&for the cro- 
codile, the j^ckall^and the monkey. Since 
fate has brought me into- this renowned 
kingdom, I have, in the great capital, at- 
tended, with due folemnity, thePoojah of 
cards : and now, that I am made acquaint- 
ed with the religion of the Rajahs of the 
provinces,. I judge of your feelings, mod 
venerable Magiftrates, upon theprefent oc- 
cafion, by what my own would have been, 
had any bafe-born Sooder dared to lift 
his impious hagdsagaiuftone of the facred 
] cows who range the flowery meads of 
• Burampooter. Butfince, in the overflow- 
ing of your clemency, you have conde- 
fcended to limit the deferved punffhment 
of this audacious youth to the payment of 
a fine, I hope you will extend the fhadow 
of your goodnefs fo far, as to accept the 
money from a ftranger.* They flared at 
one another, aftonifhed, no doubt, at the 
boldnefs of my Ipeech ; but, neverthelefs, 
were fo kind as gracioufly to accept of the 
gold I offered them, and to fufFer my com- 
panion to depart with me in peace. 

After giving him fome good advice a- 
gainft meddling, in future, with the Dew- 
tah of the country, and presenting him with 
fome pieces of gold for. his family, I dil- 
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miffed him, and proceeded on my jour- 
ney. 

In the courfe of this tour, I had the 
courage to penetrate into the northern re- 
gions of this united kingdom of Britain, 
where mountains, more ftupenddus thao 
thofe of upper Tartary, heave their bate 
brown backs to the mercilefs arrows of 
the keen-edged wind : where the bright- 
faced luminary of heaven is wrapt in the 
eternal veil of clouds and ftorms ; but where* 
in the cultivated bofom of heath-co- 
yered defarts, refides a people, whofe ori« 
gin is more ancient than the rbdes, whole 
gloomy fummits overhang their dwellings. 
It was with a view of gaining fome in- 
formation in regard to the chronology of 
this ancient nation, that I was induced to 
vifit it. I had heard that the original 
Calls into which thefe, as well as other na- 
tions, had been divided at their creation, 
were here preferved in their original pu- 
rity and perfe&ion. For this is another 
particular, in which the Rajah ofAlmo- 
rah has been grofsly deceived, or mifin- 
formed. Inftead of being all of one Caft, 
as he imagines, the people throughout 
Great Britain are divided into three Cafts 
all feparate, and diftindl from each other ; 
and which are commonly known by the 
feveral appellations of people of family* . 

PEOPLE OF NO FAMILY, and PEOPLE Of 



( 8i ) 

style, or fafhion, The firft two are of 
much more ancient origin than the other 
Caft; which indeed, appears tohavefprung 
from an unnatural mixture of the others ; 
like the tribes of * Buhran Sunker, in 
Hindoftan. But what is extraordinary, 
and entirely peculiar to the Caft of people 
ofJlyle,As, that admiflion maybe obtained 
by thofe who were not born in it, nay, 
who have fprung from the loweft of the 
tribe, called people op no family ; and* 
thefe people, thus admitted, I have ever 
. obferved*o be mod tenacious of the rights 
and privileges of their new Caft, treat- 
ing thofe who ftill remain in that, which, 
they have left, with the utmoft con- 
tempt, in breaking off all connexion with 
them, and frequently denying (particularly 
in the prefence of other people of fafhion,) 
that they ever had any acquaintance with 
them : an affeveration always made with 
peculiar warmth, when thefe newly made 
people offajhion are known to be under any 
particular obligations to the people of no 
family. The mode of initiation intd this 
Caft, I fuppofe to be made by the ceremo- 
nies of ablution: and certaiq ftreams, 
and fprings, of myfterious efficacy, are to 
be found in various parts of the kingdom ; 
wher.e I have reafon to think the ceremo- 

* See Gentoo Lawsj'page 43. 
3 
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mes of initiation are ufually performed. A 
reibrt to thefe fprings, called watering- 
places, at certain feafons of the year, be- 
ing prefcribed to people offtyle> and all the 
candidates for that Caft, as an indifpenfi- 
ble duty, 

A mong thefe candidates, the mod certain 
method of procuring fuccefs, is an affidu- 
ous devotion to the Poojah of cards: libe- 
ral offerings of gold, at the altars of thefe 
little painted idols, having frequently pro- 
cured the honouis of initiation, to the mod 
low-born, low-bred, and illiteiate perfona- 
ges in the community. The flood of 
wealth, which the golden jftream of com- 
merce has ditfufed over the kingdom of 
England, has greatly contributed to the 
exaltation of the upflart tribe : but in the 
northern kingdom, which is now blended 
with it (as Babar is with Orifia) the bar- 
rier between people of family and people of 
iiofamily> has been too flrcag for the tide 
of wealth to break, too powerful for the 
teeth of ti me to deftroy. I was extremely 
anxious to gain an infight into the chrono- 
logical annals of this moft ancient nation, 
but could obtain none that was any wife fa- 
tisfa&ory. By a ftrange cuftom, the culti- 
vation of letters is confirmed to the peopleqf 
no family ; who are at no pains to trace the 
origin of the firft Caft, beyond that of 
their own \ but by my own ohfervation, 



C 83 . > 

confirmed by the hints I received from all 
the peopk of family with whom Iconverfed, 
it is evident that a period of many thoufand 
years muft have elapied between the crea- 
tion of the two Cafts. Indeed, to believe 
' that the venerable add exalteacaft of people 
of family, fhould have fprung from one 
common parent with the people of no family, 
is equally abfurd as to fuppofe, that in the 
revolution of the few years that are doomed 
to terminate a tranfient and uncertain exift- 
ence, they fhould moulder into the fame 
fort of dull ! Bafe (lander on the inherent 
fuperioi hy of birth ! The. minds of the peo- . 
pteof family, are filled with too juft an idea 
of their own dignity to- admit fo injurious* 
a fuppofitioo. Confcious of the bleffing of 
fuperior origin, the ancient Rajahs,, and all 
who can boaft a portion of their blood, 
never fail to exprefs a proper degree of 
contempt for the people of inferior Caft : 
nor can the poffeflion of talents, the attain- 
ments of fcience, or the exercife of the 
ftiblimeft virtue, ferve, in any degree, in 
their eycs 9 to leffen the invincible barrier 
that divides them. 

Together with the cultivation of letters, 
the exercife of the Prieftly funftion is ufual- 
ly confined to the fecond Caft. Thefe 
men are more diftinguifhed for the regula- 
rity of their lives, and fan&ity of their de- 
portment, than for their dexterity at "the 
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Ppojah of cards, which in the fouthem 
part o£this kingdom is fo eflential a requi- 
site in the duty of a prieft. The ceremo- 
nies of their religion are fomewhat fimilar 
to thofe of Ae cottager ; they are no firan- 
gers to the duties of hofpitality, and re- 
commend the enlightened ftudy of litera- 
ture both by their precept and example. 
In air other refpe&s, the chara&eriftic vir- 
tues, and peculiar cuftoms of this nation, 
are fo evidently of Hindoo origin, that no* 
thing, but the moft wilful blindnefs, could 
make any one a(Tert the contrary. 

As the illuftrious Rajahs of Hindoftan, 
when iitting in the midft of their wide-ex- 
teilded poffeflions, forget not to bend be- 
fore the Bramin, who, to procure nourilh- 
nient for his family, laboureth in his gar- 
den, in like manner the people of whom 
I fpeak, retain the dignity of their Caft, 
even when compelled by poverty to exer- 
<ife any trade in order to procure a live- 
lihood r and, as in India, members of *he 
t\ ibe of Brahma are frequently found exer- 
c ling the employments of commerce and 
agriculture, fo, in this ancient nation, do 
people of family often condefcend to become 
vreavers, fhoemakers, and barbers, with- 
ou forfeiting Caft, or in the leaft abating 
of the high idea of their own inherent fu- 
periority. It is not fo with the people of 
Jlylt> who, by entering into any of thefe 
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employments, lofe all the privileges of 
their Caft; a circumftance, which occa- 
fions numbers of the poorer branches of 

\ that tribe to live in a humiliating ftate of 
dependence upon the richer, rather fubmit- 

* ting to any indignity, than run the riik of 
hjing Caft> by fubmitting to work for their 
own fubfiftence. 

The mode of living among thefe people, 
in which animal food is fcarcely known, is 
another argument in favour of their Hip- 
doo origin* Much might likewufe be faid 
of the fimilarity of found between Laird 
and Rajah ; a fimilarity, which, in the opi- 
nion of learned antiquarians, is more than 
fafficient to cftablifh an etymology. Nor 
is this all ; like us, they confider them- 
felves a dijlinQ and favoured peop/e, fupe- 
rior to the reft of the inhabitants of the 
earth, and do not fail to maintain, that 
whatever inftances of courage, magnani- 
mity, or heroic virtue, are difplayed by 
any inhabitant of the other nations of the 
world, would, in fimilar circumftances, 
have been for exceeded by one of their 
own countrymen. 

Thefe highly favoured people, being too 
tenacious of their dignity to admit ftrangers 
(with whofe pedigree they are unacquaint- 
ed) into the honour of their fociety ; the 
pdrfon, to whom I was chiefly indebted for 
information, was the lady, at whofe houfe 
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I lodged. She was of the people of family 
Caft ; fprung from an illuftrious race ; her 
fifteenth grandfather bad been a mountain 
Rajah ; and, in the ramifications of his 
blood, fhe could boaft a degree of affinity 
to one-and-twenty Lairds ! * She was 
forced, by the diftates of neceflity, to 
make up articles of female attire for her 
maintenance, but never worked, as fhe 
herfelf affured me, for any but people of her 
own Call ; and I was induced to believe 
her, from the marked contempt with 
which I obferved her to treat all who had 
the misfortune to be born people of no fa- 
mily. This was particularly felt by a young - 
woman of beautiful perfon, gentle man- 
ners, and good education, whom this 
high-born female, being equally ignorant 
of orthography, and arithmetic, was under 
the tfeceffity of employing as an affiftant in 
herbufinefs: and whofe converfation, had 
it not been for the difference of the Cafts 
from which they fprung, I fhould have 
greatly preferred to that of her miftrefs; 
but the coufin of one-and-twenty moun- 
tain Rajahs had too juft a claim to my ve- 
neration, to be put in competition with 
the paltryadvantages of youth, beauty, ta- 
lents, and underftanding t 

It was in this houfe I obferved, with 
pleafure, the pra&ice of that admirable de- 
gree of abftemioufnefs, the reverfe of which 



( *7 ) 

had, in the foiltbern part of the ifland, fo 
frequently excited the feelings of horror, 
and difguft. The fervants of this illuftri- 
~ ous Bibby did not fit down together to 
excite one another to a&s of gluttony and 
intemperance ; but after long, and rigo- 
rous abllinence, they fnatched the fcanty 
morfel of fimple viands which their pru- 
dent miftrefs had allotted for them ; nor, 
. even at her own table, did I ever lee a 
meal difplayed, of which the moft holy 
Fakeer might not have partaken without 
breaking his doubt of felf-denial ! 

Thus hath thy fervant clearly refuted, 
two of the propofitions of the mifguided 
.Rajah : and proved, in the moft fatisfa&ory 
manner, and from the moft undoubted au- 
thority, that if fuch a Shafter as he fpeaks 
of, ever did exiji, it is now become alto- 
gether obfo f ete> and entirely unknown : that 
the only devotion known to the majority 
of the community, is the Poojah of cards, 
and partridges; and that the people of 
Great Britain are, at this day, divided in- % 
to feparate Cafts, as diftindl from each 
other as the Bramin from the Kettrie. 
. There are other errors, into which the 
noble Rajah has fuffered his mind to- be 
led, which I could with equal eafe refute, 
did I not know how eafily the mind of a 
great man is difgufted by prolixity". 

What can I fay more ! 
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LETTER V* 

\ 

From the Bramin to Maandaara. 



X^ET the commands of Maandaara be 
obeyed. la the plenitude of my defire to 
open the eyes of your mifguided friend, I 
haften to proceed to a more particular 
defcription of the education and manners 
of the females of England ; which the il- 
luftrious Rajah hasfo erroneoufly conceived 
t6 be in fome meafure influenced by the 
do&rines of that obfolete Shafter, which 
feems to exalt the dignity of the femate 
mind, to an equality with that of the lords 
of the creation. 

I fhall begin with an account of the 
ufual mode of conducing the education of 
females in England, How far that is of a 
. nature calculated for ' lighting the torch of ; 
reafon and expanding the germ of intelleft, f 
let the wifdom of the Rajah decide ! 

During the period of infancy thele 
Chriftian females (whofe fouls are, in the 
erring mind of Zaarmilla, deemed fo pre- 
cious) are permitted to receive their firft 
ideas from mercenary attendants, always 
ignorant, and frequently vicious. When 
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the riling plant puts , forth the tendrils of 
curioftty, which may at pleafure be direct- 
ed to tW tree of knowledge, or fuffcred to 
twine round the hollow bamboo of preju- 
dice, and folly : at that period, left from 
the converfation of fathers or brothers, 
ttiefe young females mighty pcradventure, 
acquire fome degree of information, they 
are removed from the poflibility of fucn 
deplorable confequences, and placed where 
fcience, reafon, and common fenfe, dare 
not to intrude. In thefe Seminaries, far 
from being treated a* * beings, whofe in- 
tellectual faculties are capable of progref- 
£ve improvement through the ages of eter- 
nity/ their time /Is fblely employed in 
learning a few tricks, fuch as a monkey 
might vefy foon acquire, and thefe are 
called accomplifhments ! 

Judge how ridiculous it would be to 
make creatures, believe^ to bh accountable 
to their Creator, for the employment of 
their talents, and the improvement of their 
virtues, fpend the irtoft precious years of 
life, in running their fingers over certain 
bits of wood, which are fo contrived as to 
make a jingling fort of noife, pleafant 
enough when one is a little accuftomed to 
ir, but which, in the, manner executed by 
them, very feldom equals what is every 
day to be heard from the itinerant mufi- 
cians that pra&tce in the ftreets \ 
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Another ingenious contrivance for filling 
up that portion of time, which the friend 
of Maandaara fuppofes to be employed in 
the acquifition of ufeful knowledge, is, by 
the afliftanceof a mafter (whofeattendance 
is paid for at a vail expence) making 
wretched imitations of trees, and flowers, 
and this is called learning ta paint ! It ap- 
pears as if great care was taken, to avoid 
the pdflibility of the female pupils ever ar- 
riving at any degree of perfe&ion in the 
art, as I am well-informed r that not one 
in five hundred is ever capable of copying 
from nature, or of doing any thing* whea 
left to herfelf, that is not many degrees 
inferior to the little pi&ures which may be 
purchafed for the value of at rupee. 

Another mdifpenfible part in the educa- 
tion of females of every Caft, of every 
rank, and in every fituation, is the know- 
ledge of the language fpoken in their 
neighbouring nation. I was for fotne time 
at a great lofs to know what reafon could 
be affigned for fa ft range a cuftom, and 
after many conje&ures, I refted in the be- 
. lie£ that as the French nation was fre- 
quently at war with the Engtifh* it might 
either be cuftomary to fend the women as 
. Hircarrahs*, into, the camp of the enemy* 
or, in cafe of defeat, to employ them in 

* Spies. 
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procuring terms of peace, which from the 
remarkable complaifance of their adverfa- 
ries, to the female fex, it might be fuppofed 
would be negotiated by the Bibbys, with 
peculiar advantage to their country. I was, 
however, forced to give up this conclufion, 
on being aiTured, that after years fpent in 
the ftudy of tKe language, as it is taught at 
thefeexcellent Seminaries, few are capable 
of reading, and ftill fewer of converfing, 
with any degree of fluency in this tongue : 
and that the only real advantage refulting 
from it was, that by what they knew of it, 
•they were enabled to underftand the pecu- 
liar terms belonging to the articles of drefs 
imported from that country, which had an 
acknowledged right of impofingits faftrions 
on the other nations of Europe. 

Drefs is, indeed, one fcience in which 
full fcope is given to the faculties of thefe 
females : and the love of it, is at the great 
Schools of the Chriftians, fo fuccefsfully in- 
culcated, that it remains indelible to the 
lateft period of life. Nor is the mode of 
education I fpeak of confined folely to the 
children of the higher Cafts, it extends to 
all, even to the daughters of tradefmen, 
and mechanics, who are employed, during 
the years of improvement, exadlly in the 
manner I have defcribed. All the differ* 
ence is, that at inferior Schools, where in- 



ferior mailers are employed, the girls do 
not, perhaps, arrive at the art of running 
their fingers over the bits of wood, called 
Keys of a Harpfichord, with an equal de- 
gree o£ velocity; they make rather more 
execrable copies, of more wretched pic- 
tures; and the knowledge they acquire of 
the French language does not, perhaps, 
enable them to run over the names of the 
new fafhions, with an equal degree of vo- 
lubility; but as to making any attempt 
at inftru&iog the daughters of Ch> iftians, 
in any thing ufefui to themfeives, orfociety, 
the id*a* wquld be deemed eaually ridicu- 
lous in Seminaries of every clafs. 

So far all is right. We behold women 
moving in their proper fphere, learning no 
other art, fave that of adorning th$ir per- 
fbns; and infpired with no other view, 
but that of rendering themfeives obje£sof 
pleafureto the eyes of men. But bow 
fhall I aftonilh you, when I unfold the ex- 
treme inconfiftency of the foolifh Europe- 
ans, and inform you, that thefe uninftruft- 
ed women are frequently fuflfered to be- 
come intirelv their own miftreffes ; fome- 
times entruued with the management of 
largfc eftates, and left at liberty to ad for 
thera^ ves ! Nay, that it is no uncommon 
thing for a man, who may, in other ref- 
pe&s, by no means be considered as a 
fool, to leave his children to the cafe of 
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Iris widow, fcy which means I have fre- 
quently feen a little family caft upon the 
care, and -depending for protection, on a 
poor, pretty, helplefs being, incapable of 
any idea, fave that of drefe, or of any duty, 
except the Poojah of cards i How much 
wife-ristheinftitution of Brahma, by which 
creatures, -kicapable of a£liBg with pro- 
priety for tbemfelves, are efle&ually put 
out of the way of mirchief, by being burned 
with the bodies of their huibands. — Wife 
regulations ! Laudable pradtice ! by which 
*he number of old women is fo efiedtually 
«Iiminilhed ! 

From what I have formerly faid, you 
will obferve, that womendo a$uallyfome- 
times carry on certain branches of trade ; 
but to infer from thisr that they' are gene- 
* rally efteemed capable of bt*Qnefs, or re* 
'ceiveiiich an education; as to enable them, 
if left deftitute of the gifts of fortune, to 
■enter into it, would be doing them great 
injuftiee. No, in that country, as well as 
m this, all men allow that there is nothing 
fo amiable in a woman as the helpleffnefs 
of mental imbecility ; and even the women 
tbemfelves are fo well convinced of this, 
that they would confider it as an infult 
to be treated like rational cieamres. The 
love^of independence is, therefore, a maf- 
<>uline virtue, and though foroe few fe- 
males are unamiable -enough to dare to en- 
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tcrupon fonae employment for their fup-: 
port, this conduft is very muchdifcouraged, , 
and not only properly difcountenanced by. 
the men, but held in abhorrence by all 
women who entertain a proper fenfe of the . 
amiablenefs of female weaknefs. The fe- , 
males, who belong to the call of people of 
ftyle, are particularly zealous in reprobating 
the exertions of female induftry, ,and are- 
careful -to employ men only in all thefe. 
branches, in which fortunelefs women have 
audacioufly endeavoured to procure fub-, 
fiftence ; for this reafon, when a family,, 
by any of thofe misfortunes occurring in a, 
commercial country, happens to be -re- 
duced to poverty, the daughters of the 
family are either .left a prey to ghaunt- 
eyed indigence, or doomed to eat the bit- 
ter bread of dependance, adminiltered w ith. 
fparing hand, and grudging heart, by feme 
cold relative ! Equally ignorant, and equal- 
ly helplefs, as the females of Hindoftan, 
their fituation is far more deftitute and pi- 
tiable By the admirable inftitutions of 
our laws, it is ordained ' that a woman, 
(hall by no means be left to herfelf, but. 
that, in cafe her neareft relations are inca- 
pable of taking care of her, that ~duty : 
{hall devolve upon the MagiftrateV Eut^ 

* See Geatoo taw*. 
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among the Chriftians of England, they are 
as deftitute of prote&ionas of inftru6Hon. 
The mifguider of the mind of Zaarmilla, 
has, it muft be confefled, mixed fome truth 
with the abundance of his falftioods. When 
he told him, that it was cuftomary in his 
country to teach women to read and write, 
be did not advance the thing which was 
not. It is true, that they are aftually 
taught both, though for what purpofe thofe 
leys of knowledge are put into their hands, 
it isnoteafy to imagine; few bad confe- : 
quences, however, are found to refult from 
this praftice, as it is in general fo wifely 
managed, as to be very little prejudicial 
to the intefefts of ignorance ; and is fel- 
dom employed for any other purpofe, than 
that of reading motely tales of love and mur- 
xler, of which care is taken to furnifh them 
with an abundant fupply, .from certain 
ftorehoiifes of trafti, called circulating li- 
braries. 

The fyftern of female education, fuch as 
I have defcribcd, isnowalmoft univerfally 
pra&ifed over the ifland of Great Britain; 
though I have heard that, till lately, a fyf- 
tem of a different nature was prevalent 
in the northern part of the united kingdom. 
"There, inftead of the Poojah of cards, it 
was then cuftomary for the mothers of fa- 
milies to employ themfelves in the educa- 
tion of thfiit children, in teaching their 
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Another ingenious contrivance for filling 
up that portion of time, which the friend 
of Maandaara fuppofes to be employed in 
the acquifition of ufeful knowledge, is, by 
the affiftanceof a mafter (whofe attendance 
is paid for at a vaft expence) making 
wretched imitations of trees, and flowers, 
and this is called learning ia paint ! It ap- 
pears as if great care was taken, to avoid 
the pdffibility of the female pupils ever ar- 
riving at any degree of perfe&ion in the 
art, as I am well-informed, that not one 
in five hundred is ever capable of copying 
from nature, or of doing any thing* whea 
left to herfelf, that is not many degrees 
inferior to the little pidtures which may be 
purchafed for the value of a rupee. 

Another indifpenfible part in. the educa- 
tion of females of every Call, of every 
rank, and in every fituation, is the know- 
ledge of the language fpoken in their 
neighbouring nation. I was for fome time 
at a great lofs to know what reafon could 
be affigned for fa ft range a cuftom, and 
after many conje&ures, I refted in the be- 
. lie£ that as the French nation was fre- 
quently at war with the Engti(h > it might 
either be cuftomary to fend the. women as 
. Hircarrahs*, into, the camp of the enemy, 
. or, in cafe of defeat, to employ them ia 

* Spies. 
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procuring terms of peace, which from the 
remarkable complaifance of their adverfa- 
ries, to the female fex, it might be fuppofed 
♦would benegociated by the Bibbys, with 
peculiar advantage to their country, I was, 
however, forced to give up this conclufion, 
on being affured, that after years fpent in 
the ftudy of die language, as it is taught at 
thefie excellent Seminaries, few are capable 
of reading, and ftill fewer of converfing, 
with any degree of fluency in this tongue : 
and that the only real advantage refulting 
from it was, that by what they knew of it, 
-they were enabled to underftand the pecu- 
liar terms belonging to the articles of drefs 
imported from that country, : which had an 
acknowledged right of impofingits fafhions 
on the other nations of Europe. 

Drefs is, indeed , one fcience in which 
full fcope is given to the faculties of thefe 
females : and the love of it, is at the great 
Schools of the Chriftians, fo fuccefsfully in- 
culcated, that it remains indelible to the 
lateft period of life. Nor is the mode of 
education I fpeak of confined folely to the 
children of the higher Calls, it extends to 
all, even to the daughters of tradefmen, 
and mechanics, who are employed, during 
the years of improvement, exa&ly in the 
manner I have defcribed. All the differ- 
ence is, that at inferior Schools, where in- 
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ferior matters arc employed, the girls do 
not, perhaps, arrive at the art of running 
their fingers over the bits of wood, called 
Keys of a Harpfichord, with an equal de- 
gree o£ velocity ; they make rather more 
execrable copies, of more wretched pic- 
tures; and the knowledge they acquire of 
the French language does not, perhaps, 
enable them to run over the names of the 
new faftuons, with an equal degree of vo- 
lubility; but as to makiug any attempt 
at inftru&iog the daughters of Chiiftians, 
in any thing ufeful to themfelves, 01 fociety, 
the idea' would be deemed eaually ridicu- 
lous in Seminaries of every clafs. 

So far all is right. We behold women 
proving in their proper fphere, learning no 
other art, fave that of adorning th$ir par- 
ibus; and infpired with no other view, 
but that of rendering themfelves obje&sof 
pleafure to the eyes of men. But bow 
lhall I aftonifh you, when I unfold the ex- 
treme inconfiftency of thefoolifh Europe- 
ans, and inform you, that thefe uninftruft- 
ed women are frequently fuffered to be- 
come intirely their own miftreffes ; fome- 
times entrufted with the management of 
large eftates, and left at liberty to a& for 
themf^ves ! Nay, that it is no uncommon 
thing for a man, who may, in other ref- 
pe&s, bynd means be confidered as a 
fool, to leave his children to the cafe of 
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bis widow, by which means I have fre- 
quently feen a little family caft upon the 
care, and depending for prote&ion, on a 
poor, pretty, helplefs being, incapable of 
any idea, fave that of drefs, or of any duty, 
except the Poojah of cards i How much 
wife* istheinftitution of Brahma, by which 
creatures, -iacapable of a&ing with pro- 
priety for tbemfelves, arc efie&ually put 
out of the way of mircbief, by being burned 
with the bodies of their hufbands. — -Wife 
regulations ! Laudable pra£Uce ! by which 
the number of old women is fo efiedtually 
^irriinifhed ! 

From what I have formerly faid, you 
will obferve, that womendo aftuallyfome- 
times carry on certain branches of trade ; 
but to infer from this, that they' are gene- 
- rally efteemed capable of bufinefs, or re- 
ceive Fuch an education' as to enable them, 
if left deftitute of the gifts of fortune, to 
•enter into it, would be doing them great 
injuftiee. No, in that country, as well as 
m this, all men .allow that there is nothing 
fo amiable in a woman as the helpleffnefs 
of menial imbecility; and even the women 
tbemfelves are fo well convinced of this, 
that they would confider it as an infult 
to be treated like rational creatures. The 
love of independence is, therefore, a maf- 
culine virtue, and though fome few fe- 
males are unamiabU enough to dare to en- 
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terupon fome employment for their fup- 
port, thiscondu& is very much difcouraged, * 
and not only properly difcountenanqed by. 
the men, but held in abhorrence by all 
women who entertain a proper fenfe of the, 
amiablenefs of female weaknefs. The fe- , 
males, whQ belong to the cart of people of 
ftyle, are particularly zealous in reprobating 
the exertions of female induftry, and are 
careful -to employ men only in all thefe, 
branches, in whicn fortunelefs women have 
audacioufly endeavoured to procure fub-. 
fiftence ; for this reafon, when a family,, 
by any of thofe misfortunes occurring in a f 
commercial country,, happens to be -re- 
duced to poverty, the daughters of the 
family are either .left a prey xo ghaunt- 
eyed indigence, or doortied to eat the bit-, 
ter bread of dependance, adminiitereel with, 
fparing hand, and grudging heart, by fome 
cold relative ! Equally ignorant, and equal- 
ly helplefs, as the females of HindoftaD, 
their fituation is far more deftitute and pi- 
tiable By the admirable inftitutions of 
our laws, it is ordained ' that a woman 
fhall by no means be left to herfelf, but, 
that, in cafe her neareft relations are inca- 
pable of taking care of her, that duty. 
fhall devolve upon the Magiftrate V But^ 

* See Geatoo taws. 
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among the Chriftians of England, they are 
as deftitute of prote&ionas of inftru&ion* 
The mifguider of the mind of Zaarmilla, 
has, it muft be confeffed, mixed fome truth 
with the abundance of his falftioods. When 
he told him, that it was cuftomary in his 
country to teach women to read and write, 
he did not advance the thing which was 
not. It is true, that they are a&ually 
taught both, though for what purpofe thofe 
ieys of knowledge are put into their hands, 
it isnoteafy to imagine; few bad confe- - 
quences, however, are found to refult from 
this practice, as it is in general fo wifely 
managed, as to be very Kttle prejudicial 
to the inter efts of ignorance ; and is fel- 
dom employed for any other purpofe, than 
that of reading motely tales of love and mur- 
der, of which care is taken to furnifh them 
with an abundant fupply, .from certain 
florehoilfes of trafti, called circulating li. 
braries. 

The fyftem of female education, fiichas 
I have defcribcd, is nowalmoft univerfally 
praftifed over the ifland of Great Britain ; 
though I have heard that, till lately, a fyf- 
tem of a different nature was prevalent 
in the northern part of the united kingdom. 
There, inftead of the Poojah of cards, it 
was then cuftomary for the mothers of fa- 
milies to employ themfelves in the educa- 
tion of tl^eir children, in teaching their 
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Another ingenious contrivance for filliag 
up that portion of time, which the friend 
of Maandaara fuppofes to be employed in 
the acquifition of ufefal knowledge, is, by 
the affiftanceof a matter (whofe attendance 
is paid for at a vaft expence) making 
wretched imitations-of trees, and flowers, 
and this is called learning ta paint ! It ap- 
pears as if great care was taken, to avoid 
the pdflibility of the female pupils ever ar- 
riving at any degree of perfe&ion in the 
art, as I am well-informed, that not one 
in five hundred is ever capable of copying 
from nature, or of doing any thing* when 
left to herfelf, that is not many degrees 
inferior to the little pidtures which may be 
purchafed for the value of a rupee. 

Another indifpenfible part in the educa- 
tion of females of every Call, of every 
rank, and in every fituation, is the know- 
ledge of the language fpoken in their 
neighbouring nation. I was for fome time 
at a great lofs to know what reafon could 
be affigned far ft> ftrange a cuftom, and 
after many conje&ures, I refted in the be- 
. lie£ that as the French nation was fre- 
quently at war with the Englifli,, it might 
either be cuftomary to fend the women as 
Hircarrahs*, into the camp of the enemy, 
or, in cafe of defeat, to employ them in 

# Spies. 
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procuring terms of peace, which from the 
remarkable complaifance of their adverfa- 
ries, to the female fex, it might be fuppofed 
■would benegociated by the Bibbys, with 
peculiar advantage to their country. I was, 
however, forced to give up.this conclufion, 
on being affured, that after years fpent in 
the ftudy of tBe language, as it is taught at 
thefe excellent Seminaries, few are capable 
of reading, and ftill fewer of converfing, 
with any degree of fluency in this tongue : 
and that the only real advantage refultiDg 
from it w r as, that by what they knew of it, 
they were enabled to underftand the pecu- 
liar terms belonging to the articles of drefs 
imported from that country, which had an 
acknowledged right of impofing its fa (h ions 
on the other nations of Europe. 

Drefs is, indeed, one fcience in which 
full fcope is given to the faculties of thefe 
females : and the love of it, is at the great 
Schools of the Chriftians, fo fuccefsfully in- 
culcated, that it remains indelible to the 
lateft period of life. Nor is the mode of 
education I fpeak of confined folely to the 
children of the higher Calls, it extends to 
all, even to the daughters of tradefmen, 
and mechanics, who are employed, during 
the years of improvement, exa&ly in the 
manner I have defcribed. AH the differ- 
ence is, that at inferior Schools, where in- 
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ferior mailers are employed, the girls do 
not, perhaps, arrive at the art of running 
their fingers over the bits of wood, called 
Keys of a Harpfichord, with an equal de- 
gree of velocity ; they make rather more 
execrable copies, of more wretched pic- 
tures; and the knowledge they acquire of 
the French language does not, perhaps, 
enable them to run over the names of the 
new faftuons, wirh an equal degree of vo- 
lubility; but as to making any attempt 
at inftru&iog the daughters of Chi iftians, 
in any thing ufeful to themfelves, or fociety, 
the id*a Wquld be deemed eaually ridicu- 
lous in Seminaries of every clafs. 

So far all is right. We behold women 
moving in their proper fphere, learning no 
other art, fave that of adorning th$ir pcur- 
fbns; and infpired with no other view, 
but that of rendering themfelves obje£Uof 
pleafure to the eyes of men. But bow 
lhall I aftonifh you, when I unfold the ex- 
treme inconfiftency of thefoolifh Europe- 
ans, and inform you, that thefe uninftruft- 
ed women are frequently fuffered to be- 
come intirely their own miftreffes ; fome- 
times entrufted with the management of 
large eftates, and left at liberty to aft for 
thera&Jves ! Nay, that it is no uncommon 
thing for a man, who may, in other ref- 
pedis, by no means be confidered as a 
fool, to leave his children to the cafe of 
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bis widow, by which means I have fre- 
quently feen a little family caft upon the 
care, and depending for prote&ion, on a 
poor, pretty, helplefs being, incapable of 
any idea, fa vje that of drefs, or of any duty, 
except the Poqjah of cards i How much 
wifefistheinftitution of Brahma, by which 
creatures, incapable of a&ifig with pro- 
priety for tbemfelves, are effe&ually put 
out of the way of mifchief, by being burned 
with the bodies of their hufbands. — Wife 
regulations ! Laudable pra&ice ! by which 
the number of old women is fo effectually 
<Iiminifhed ! 

From what I have formerly faid, you 
will obferve, that women*do aftuallyfome- 
times carry on certain branches of trade ; 
but to infer from this," that they' are gene- 
* rally efteemed capable of bu^inefs, or re* 
'ceiveluch an education' as to enable them, 
if left deftitute of the gifts of fortune, to 
•enter into it, would be doing them great 
injuftice. No, in that country, as well as 
m this, all men .allow that there is nothing 
fo amiable in a woman as the helpleffnefs 
of mental imbecility \ and even the women 
ffeemfelves are fo well convinced of this, 
that they would confider it as an infult 
to be treated like rational creatures. The 
iove of independence is, therefore, a maf- 
culine virtue, and though fome few fe- 
males are unamiabU enough to dare to en- 
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terupon fome employment for their fup- 
port, this condu& is very much difcouraged, ', 
and not only properly difcountenanqed by, 
the men, but held in abhorrence by all 
women who entertain a proper fenfe of the, 
amiablenefs of female weaknefs. The fe- , 
males, whQ belong to the cart of people of 
ftyle, are particularly zealous in reprobating 
the exertions of female induftry, ( and are 
careful -to employ men only in all thefe ; 
branches, in whicn fortunelefs women have 
audacioufly endeavoured to procure fub-, 
fiftence ; for this reafon, when a family,, 
by any of thofe misfortunes occurring in a, 
commercial country,, happens to be -re-' 
duced to poverty, the daughters of the 
family are either left a prey -to ghaunt- 
eyed indigence, or doortied to eat the bit-, 
ter bread of dependance, adminittered w ith. 
fparing hand, and grudging heart, by fome 
cold relative ! Equally ignorant, andequal- 
ly helplefs, as the females of HindoftaD, 
their fituation is far more deftitute and pi- 
tiable By the admirable inftitutions of 
our laws, it is ordained ' that a womaa 
fhall by no means be left to herfelf, but, 
that, in cafe her neareft relations are inca- 
pable of taking care of her, that duty 
fhall devolve upon the Magiftrate V But^ 

* See Gentoo taws. 
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among the Chriftians of England, they are 
as deftitute of prote&ionas of inftrudHon* 
The mifguider of the mind of Zaarmilla, 
has, it muft be confefled, mixed fome truth 
with the abundance of his falftioods. When 
he told him, that it was cuftomary in his 
country to teach women to read and write, 
be did not advance the thing which was 
not. It is true, that they arc a&ually 
taught both, though for what purpofe thofe 
ieys of knowledge are put into thek hands, 
it isnoteafy to imagine; few bad confe- : 
quences, however, are found to refult from 
this practice, as it is in general fo wifely 
managed, as to be very Kttle prejudicial 
to the intefefts of ignorance ; and is fel- 
dom employed for any other purpofe, than 
that of reading motely tales of love and mur- 
der, of which care is taken to furnifh them 
with an abundant fupply, -from certain 
ftoreboirfes of trafti, called circulating li- 
braries. 

The fyftem of female education, fiich as 
I have defcribcd, is nowalmoft univerfally 
praftifed over the ifland of Great Britain ; 
though I have heard that, till lately, a fyf- 
tem of a different nature was prevalent 
in the northern part of the united kingdom. 
There, inftead of the Poojah of cards, it 
was then cuftomary for the mothers of fa- 
milies to employ themfelves in the educa- 
tion of tl^eir children, in teaching their 
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daughters the duties of domeftic life, and 
in inftilling into tbeir tender minds the ' 
principles of piety and virtue. Beneath 
a* mother's eye, the young females were 
then fent to certain places of inftruflipn, 
called Day-fchools, accompanied by their 
brothers ; a pra&ice which would inevi- 
* tably lay the foundation of a degree of fra* 
terftal affe&ion, inconfiftent with that fort 
of referved and auftere demeanour, which 
it is fo proper for men to obferve toward 
their female relatives. Nor was this the 
only bad confequence resulting from the 
pra&ice of fending boys and girls to the 
fame .School* In the pure hearts of the 
little innpcents, attachments were often 
formed; which, in the minds of the young- 
females, excited fuch a wifli to excel, ia 
order to render themfelves amiable in the 
eyes of their little friends, as was altoge- 
ther incompatible with the prefervation of 
ignorance. Nor did the evil flop here 5 
being habituated to confider their young 
fchool-fellows in the light of brothers, they 
had none of that reftraint, which, before 
company, feals the lips of the Boarding- 
fchopl Bibbys, but bejiaved with the frank- 
nefs that is natural to the pure in heart. 
By early difcipline, their minds received 
fuch an odious degree of firmnefs, as often 
enabled them to fuftain, with dignity, the 
moft bitter decrees of ad verfe -fortune^ arid 
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their bodies acquired fuch a repulfive de- 
gree of health, as rendered them equal to 
the difcharge of every a&ive duty, AU 
the multifarious evib are now no longer 
to be apprehended : the fyftem of their 
fouthern neighbours, is now, I am well 
affured, pra&ifed with fo much fuccefs, 
that the daughter of a mountain Rajah, will 
foon be as amiably frivolous, as engaging- 
ly ignorant; as weak in body, and in 
mind, as the pupil of the greateft Board- 
ing School in London. 

There are other inftances in which 
thefe females of England, whom the infa- 
tuated Rajah has reprefented to himfelf c as 
exalted in the fcale of being to the rank of 
rational, as capable of receiving the pure 
principles of virtue, and of fteadily per- 
forming the various and complicated duties 
of life,' are treated in a manner, at which 
*he foul of humanity revolts, Thoufands, 
and ten thoufands, of thefe Chriftian wo- 
men, being yearly fuffered to perifti in the 
ftrefcts of their great metropolis, under the 
accumulated mifery of want, difeafe, and 
infamy! 

We now think with horror, of the 
blood-ftained altars of the ancient groves, 
where, to appeafe the wrath of the black 
Coddefs *, it was permitted that human 

* Callee, or the Black Goddefs, is eAftrited in 
the Indian temples with a collar eompofed of goldea 

Vot. I. F 
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vi&ims fhould be immolated : we paint to 
ourielves the agonizing feelings of the pa- 
rent, when the blooming virgin was led 
forth, prefenting a fpotlefs offering to the 
facrificial knife; and, fickening at the 
thought, we give praife to the adored 
Veelhnu, at whofe commands thefe horrid 
rites were terminated* But callous, and 
unfeeling Englishmen i they endure to be- 
hold with their own eyes, facrifices in one 
year exceeding in number, all that, in the 
courfe of revolving years, perifhed on the 
altars of Aiia ! facrifices, not immolated 
to appeafe the wrath of their infernal Dew- 
tabs, but vi&ims of the licentious paffions 
of unprincipled men ! and yet many of 
thefe men are fp abfurd as to pretend to 
fenfibility: nay, fo much is their condu& 
at war with their profeffions, that I have 
heard them declaim, with apparent horror, 
againft the holy ceremony i)f the virtuous 
widow, throwing herfelf upon the funeral 
pile of her deceafed Lord. Yes, I have 
feen tbofe, who could witnefs the iceae of 
mifery exhibited in their own ftreete, with*, 
out betraying one fymptom of companion, 

fkulls, as descriptive of the dreadful facrifices in 
which (he took delight. The timid and benign, 
character of the Hindoos, has induced many to doubt 
in th* DofTibiliry of thefe horrid rites having eyes; 
been pra&ifed in India; buc the proofs that aTe gives 
in man/Jof theShanfcrit writings, of human facrificeft 
offered, in remote ages, to this truly infernal deit/, 
f eem too firong to be xefjued. 
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affe& to fhed tears of pity, at the descrip- 
tion of a Hindoo female's voluntary facri- 
fice, by which flie attained glory here, 
and had the certainty of happinels here- 
after! Is it thus, by .a pretended feeling 
for imaginary forrows, that the Chriftian 
Shatter teaches men to exercife their be- 
nevolence? Is it in conformity to any part 
of its precepts, that they can fo freely 
grieve at equivocal and diftant evils, while 
thofe, which are before their eyes, excite 
neither compaffion nor remorfe ? 

However unfeeling others might be to 
the mifery of the wretched females, one 
-would think that the voice of nature in a 
lather's bread would cry aloud, to fave his 
offspring from a fate fo dreadful; but, deaf 
to her pleadings, parents themfelves do 
not hefitate to devote the unhappy vi&ims, 
by means of an education which conduds 
them ftep by ftep from vanity to vice, re- 
conciling themfelves to all its direful confe- 
quences, by a repetition of the cabaliftic 
word gentkkl, which has fuch a magical 
charm, as to change, iq their opinion, the 
very nature of every fpecies of madnefs, 
Vice and folly ! 

Can a mind, pure and intelligent as that 
of Zaarmilla, delight. to dwell with fuch a 
people ? Is it from fuch a polluted fl ream 
that the defcendant of a thoufand Rajahs 
would wifh to imbibe knowledge ? Foulifti 

F 2 
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proje& ! Perverted ambition ! How many 
choice morfels of Shanfcrit literature lie 
mouldering in the temples of Benares, 
which he may refcue from the ravages of 
devouring worms, and be repaid with the 
words of wifdonu Hath the fhallow in- 
vention of Europeans conceived any work 
equal to the Mahhabarat ? Can the apho- 
rifms of their philofophers be compared 
with the Heetopades of Veeftinoo Sarma ? 
or thfe imagination of their poets vie in 
lofty imagery, or fublime expreffion, with 
the beautiful dramas of the immortal Ca- 
lidas ? Doth the wifdopi-loving Rajah de- 
light to tread the maze of logic ? Let him 
feek for gratification in the Perfian writings 
of the Muffulmans, which, though fcarcely 
lawful for a Hindoo to perufe* are yet to 
fee preferred to tbeabfurd writings of Chrif- 
tian philofophers. 

Which of the lawyers of Europe has 
Ihewn himfelf more expert in involving 
^he fimplicity of truth in the deep mazes 
of perplexity, than the Imaum Aboo Yoo- 
feff, and the more illuftrious philofopher 
Ib'n Edrefs al Shaffie*? What king of 
Europe could ever boaft of a Minifter 
equal to that Golden Pillar who fupported 
the throne of the renowned Ackber ? Or 
who, in modern times, can, among them, 

* See Preliminary Difeourfe to the Hedaja. 
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be compared with the Great EradutKhan 
Wafeh? The memoirs^ written by that 
Nobleman, is a gem of fuch tranfeendent 
worth and Iuftre, that its imitation as far 
exceeds the abilities of the puny Nobles of 
Europe, as does the unihaken fidelity and 
magnanimous heroifm of the illuitrious 
writer. In truth, there was no jpoint in 
which I was more difappointed, than in 
the ftate of learning in England". By mul- 
titudes of the people of that coutttry r the 
name of Abul Faze? has never been heard. 
I converfed with many, to whom the r£> 
jttown of Veias was unknown, and can with 
truth aver, that numjsers, who have the 
cbara&cr of learned, are yet fo very igno- 
rant, as not to know, whether the great 
city of Canouge was founded by a Hindoo 
or a Muflulman ! 

With regard to the political ftate of 
Great Britain, its laws, and form of go- 
vernment, I am not qualified to fpeak with 
certainty ; never having been able to find 
any two people of the fame opinion with 
refped to any of thefe points. One cir- 
cumftance alone appeared to be irrefraga- 
bly eftabliftied ; and this is a circumftance 
fo extraordinary, that it deferves attenti- 
on. 

Know, then, that the Vifier, or firft Minif- 
ter, to the king of Great Britain, is, at all 
times, the weakeft, and moil wicked man, 
in the kingdom, and that there is not a man 
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in England, however incapable of manag- 
ing, with propriety, the fimpleft concerns 
of private life, who is not much better 
qualified, than the Minifte^, to condu& the 
complex and extenfive. bufinefs of a great 
nation? You may, perhaps, be inclined to 
doubt the truth of this affertion; but when 
I inform you, that I repeat it not from 
vague report, but from the reiterated and 
folemn affeverations of the people I have 
alluded to, the point will appear incontro- 
vcrtibly eftablilhed. 

I herewith fend, for the gratification of 
your curiofity, a fpecimen of the painted 
idols of the Europeans, the examination of 
which has lately employed much of Bay 
time. A rich field of conje&ure is already 
opened, to the culture of which I fhall wil- 
lingly devote fome of the remaining years 
of my exiftence. That the origin of the 
rites of thefe divinities may be traced to 
the favoured country of Brahma, will not 
admit of a doubt. The flower, which one 
of the Goddeffes carries in her hand, bears 
fuch a ftriking refemblance to the Lotos, 
that at firft fight, any impartial perfon 
muft recognife the adored figure of the 
bounteous Ganga. If any one of the figures 
has any claim to European origin, it is 
that oi Knave; but who ever heard of 
a King of hearts in the hiftory of any nation 
of Europe ? In the courfe of a few years 
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inveftigation, I do not defpair to prove 
the real femily of every one of thefe paint- 
ed idols; and in the profecution of this 
laborious- work, I fhall not difdain to imi- 
tate the method purfued by the anti- 
quarians of England, lor ' wife men will 1 
not difdain to learn, even from the counfet 
of fools.' I recommend thee to the pro- 
te&ion of Veeftinu, and the favour of alt 
the inferior Gods. 
What can I fay more ? 



LETTER VL 
third Letter of the Bramin* 

BEFORE the delivery of my letter 
into the hands of the Dauk *, I refolved 
to re-examine the counfeflors of memory, 
lefrany circumftance, that would have in- 
fluence to enlighten the mind of the noble 
Rajah, Ihould unfortunately, have been 
omitted. It was a happy precaution \ By 
it I am enabled to add to the proofs I have 
already given of the Braminical origin of 
the Englifti nation, one other proof, which 
eftablifhes the opinion of the Pundit, be- 
yond the reach of human controverfy. 

m * Meffenger. 
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vi&uhs ftiould be immolated : we paiot to 
ouribives tbe agonizing feelings of the pa* 
rent, when the blooming virgin was led 
forth, prefenting a fpotlefs offering to the 
facrificial knife; and, fickening at the 
thought, we give praife to the adored 
Veemnu, at whofe commands thefe horrid 
rites were terminated* But callous, and 
unfeeling Englifhmen! they endure to be- 
hold with their own eyes, facrifices in one 
year exceeding in number, all that, in the 
courfe of revolving years, periflxed on the 
altars of Alia ! facrifices, not immolated 
to appeafe the wrath of their infernal Dew- 
tabs, but viftims of the licentious paffions 
of unprincipled men ! and yet many of 
thefe men arc fo abfurd as to pretend to 
fenfibility : nay, fo much is their condu& 
at war with their profeffions, that I have 
heard them declaim, with apparent horror, 
againftthe holy ceremony of the virtuous 
widow, throwing herfelf upon the funeral 
pile of her deceafed Lord. Yes, I have 
feen tbofe, who could witnefs tbe fcene of 
mifery exhibited in their own ftreets, with- 
out betraying one fymptom of compaffion, 

flcuHs. as defcripttve of the dneadful facrifices in 
vhich (he took delight. The timid and benign, 
character of th* Hindoos, has induced many to doubt 
in thtpofTibility pf thefe horrid rites having ever 
been p raft i fed in India; but the proofs that are givea 
in man/Jof theShanfcrit writings, of human facriflcee 
offered^ in remote ages, to this truly infernal deitjr, 
f eem too flrong to be refilled. 
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affe& to (hed tears of pity, at the defcrip- 
tion of a Hindoo female's voluntary facri- 
fice, by which lhe attained glory here, 
and had the certainty of happinels here- 
after! Is it thus, by .a pretended feeling 
for imaginary forrows, that the Chriftian 
Shatter teaches men to exercife their be- 
nevolence? Is it in conformity to any part 
of its precepts, that they can fo freely 
grieve at equivocal and diftant evils, while 
thofe, which are before their eyes, excite 
neither compaffion nor remorfe ? 

However unfeeling others might be to 
the mifery of the wretched females, one 
would think that the voice of nature in a 
lather's bread would cry aloud, to fave his 
offspring from a fate fo dreadful; but, deaf 
to her pleadings, parents themfelves do 
not hefitate to devote the unhappy vi&ims, 
by means of an education which condu&s 
them ftep by ftep from vanity to vice, re- 
conciling themfelves to all its direful confe- 
quences, by a repetition of the cabaliftic 
word genteel, which has fuch a magical 
charm, as to change, in their opinion, the 
very nature of every fpecies of madnefs, 
vice and folly ! 

Can a mind, pure and intelligent as that 
of £aarmilla, delight. to dwell with fuch a 
people? Is it from fuch a polluted dream 
that the defcendant of a thoufand Rajahs 
would wifti to imbibe knowledge r Foulifti 

F % 



( 100 ) 

proje& ! Perverted ambition ! How many 
choice morfels of Shanfcrit literature lie 
mouldering in the temples of Benares, 
which he may refcue from the ravages of 
devouring worms, and be repaid with the 
words of wifdom: Hath the fhallow in- 
vention of Europeans conceived any work 
equal to the Mahhabarat ? Can the apho- 
rifms of their philofophers be compared 
with the Heetopades of Veeftmoo Sarma ? 
or thfe imagination of their poets vie in 
lofty imagery, or fublime expreffion, with 
the beautiful dramas of the immortal Ca- 
lidas ? Doth the wifdopi-loving Rajah de- 
light to tread the maze of logic ? Let him 
feek for gratification in the Perfian writings 
of the Muffulmans, which, though fcarcely 
lawful for a Hindoo to perufe* are yet to 
fee preferred to tbeabfurd writings ofChrif- 
tian philofophers. 

Which of the lawyers of Europe has 
fhewn himfelf more expert in involving 
the fimplicity of truth in the deep mazes 
of perplexity, than the Imaum Aboo Yoo- 
feff, and the more illuftrious philofopher 
Ib'n Edrefs al Shaffie*? What king of 
Europe could ever boaft of a Minifter 
equal to that Golden Pillar who fupported 
tne throne of the renowned Ackber ? Or 
who, in modern times, can, among them, 

* See Preliminary Difeourfe to the Hedaja. 
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be compared with the Great EradutKhan 
Wafeh? The memoirs^ written by that 
Nobleman, is a gem of fuch tranfcendent 
worth and Iuftre, that its imitation as far 
exceeds the abilities of the puny Nobles of 
Europe, as does the unihaken fidelity and 
magnanimous heroifm of the illultrious 
writer. In troth, there was no jpoint in 
which I was more difappointed, than in 
the flate of learning in England". By mul- 
titudes of the people of that c©ubtry r the 
name of Abul FazeJ has never been heard. 
I converfed with many, to whom the r£> 
jttown of Veias was unknown, and can with 
truth aver, that numbers, who have the 
cbara&cr of learned, are yet fo very igno- 
rant, as not to know, whether the great 
city of Canouge was founded by a Hindoo 
or a Muflulman ! 

With regard to the political Hate of 
Great Britain, its laws, and form of go- 
vernment, I am not qualified to fpeak with 
certainty ; never having been able to find 
any two people of the fame opinion with 
refpe& to any of thefe points. One cir- 
cumftance alone appeared to be irrefraga- 
bly eftabliftied; and this is a circumftance 
fo extraordinary, that it deferves attenti- 
on. 

Know, then, that the Vifier, orfirft Miqif- 
ter, to the king of Great Britain, is, at all 
times, the weakeft, and moil wicked man, 
in the kingdom, and that there is not a man 
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in England, however incapable of manag- 
ing, with propriety, the fimpleft concerns 
of private life, who is not much better 
qualified, than the Minifte^, to condu& the 
complex and extenfive. bufinefs of a great 
nation? You may, perhaps, be inclined to 
doubt the truth of this affertion; but when 
I inform you, that I repeat it not from 
vague report, but from the reiterated and 
folemn affeverations of the people I have 
alluded to, the point will appear incontro- 
vcrtibly eftablilhed. 

. I herewith fend, for the gratification of 
your curiofity, a fpecimen of the painted 
idols of the Europeans, the examination of 
which has lately employed much of my 
time. A rich field of conjedure is already 
opened, to the culture of which I fliall wil- 
lingly devote fome of the remaining years 
of my exiftence* That the origin of the 
rites of thefe divinities may be traced to 
the favoured country of Brahma, will not 
admit of a doubt. The flower, which one 
of the Goddeffes carries in her hand, bears 
fuch a ftriking refemblance to the Lotos, 
that at firft fight, any impartial perfon 
muft recognife the adored figure of the 
bounteous Ganga. If any one of the figures 
has any claim to European origin, it is 
that 01 Knave; but who ever heard of 
a King of hearts in the hiftory of any nation 
of Europe ? In the courfe of a few years 
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inveftrgation, I do not dcfpair to prove 
the real femily of every one of thefe paint- 
ed idols; and in the profecution of this 
laborious work;, I fhall not difdain to imi- 
tate the method purfued by the anti- 
quarians of England, for ' wife men wilt 
not difdain to learn, even from the counfet 
of fools/ I recommend thee to the pro- 
te&ion of Veelhnu, and the favour of alt 
the inferior Gods. 
What can I fay more ? 



LETTER VL 
third Letter of the Bramin* 

BEFORE the delivery of my letter 
into the hands of the Dauk *, I refolved 
to re-examine the counfeflors of memory, 
lefrany circumftance, that would have in- 
fluence to enlighten the mind of the noble 
Rajah, Ihould unfortunately, have been 
omitted. It was a happy precaution \ By 
it I am enabled to add to the proofs I have 
already given of the Braminical origin of 
the Englifti nation, one other proof, which 
eftablifhes the opinion of the Pundit, be- 
yond the reach of human controverfy. 

Jt * Meffenger. 
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vi&iriis fhould be immolated : we paint to 
ourJfelves tbe agonizing feelings of the pa- 
rent, when the blooming virgin was led 
forth, prefenting a fpotlels offering to the 
facrificial knife; and, fickening at the 
thought, we give praife to the adored 
Veefhnu, at whofe commands thefe horrid 
rites were terminated. But callous, and 
unfeeling Englifhmenl they endure to be- 
hold with their own eyes, Sacrifices in one 
year exceeding in number, all that, in the 
courfe of revolving years, periflied on the 
altars of Alia ! facrifices, not immolated 
to appeafe the wrath of their infernal Dew- 
tahs, but vi&ims of the licentious paflions 
of unprincipled men! and yet many of 
thefe men arc fo abfurd as to pretend to 
fenfibilky : nay, fo much is their conduft 
at war with their profeffions, that I have 
heard them declaim, with apparent horror, 
againftthe holy ceremony of the virtuous 
widow, throwing herfelf upon the funeral 
pile of her deceafed Lord. Yes, I have 
feen tbofe, who could witnefs the ibeae of 
mifery exhibited in their own ftreets, with- 
out betraying one fymptom of compaffion, 

flculls, as defcriptrve of the dneadful facrifices in 
which (he took delight. The timid and benign, 
character of the Hindoos, ha* induced many to doubt 
in the pofiibjliry pf thefe horrid rites having ever 
betn prkftifed in India; but the proofs that are givea 
in manffof theShanfcrit writings, of human facrificet 
offered^ in remote ages, to this truly infernal deitjr, 
f eem too flreog to be refuted, 
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affe& to ftied tears of pity, at the descrip- 
tion of a Hindoo female's voluntary facri- 
fice, by which flie attained glory here, 
and had the certainty of happinefs here- 
after! Is it thus, by .a pretended feeling 
for imaginary forrows, that the Chriftian 
Shatter teaches men to exercife their be- 
nevolence? Is it in conformity to any part 
of its precepts, that they can fo freely 
grieve at equivocal and diftant evils, while 
thofe, which are before their eyes, excite 
neither compaffion nor remorfe ? 

However unfeeling others might be to 
the nrifery of the wretched females, one 
would think that the voice of nature in a 
father's breaft would cry aloud, to fave his 
offspring from a fate fo dreadful; but, deaf 
to her pleadings, parents themfelves do 
not hefitate to devote the unhappy vi&ims, 
by means of an education which condu&s 
them ftep by ftep from vanity to vice, re- 
conciling themfelves to all its direful confe- 
quences, by a repetition of the cabaliftic 
word gentkkl, which has fuch a magical 
charm, as to change, in their opinion, the 
very nature of every fpecies of madnefs, 
Vice and folly ! 

Can a mind, pure and intelligent as that 
of £aarmilla, delight. to dwell with fuch a 
people ? Is it from fuch a polluted dream 
that the defcendant of a thoufand Rajahs 
-would wilh to imbibe knowledge r Foulifti 

F a 
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proje& ! Perverted ambition ! How many 
choice morfels of Shanfcrit literature lie 
mouldering in the temples of Benares, 
which he may refcue from the ravages of 
devouring worms, and be repaid with the 
words of wifdom: Hath the fhallow in- 
vention of Europeans conceived any work 
equal to the Mahhabarat ? Can the apho 
rifms of their philofophers be compared 
with the Heetopades of Veeftmoo Sarma ? 
or thfe imagination of their poets vie in 
lofty imagery, or fublime expreffion, with 
the beautiful dramas of the immortal Ca- 
lidas ? Doth the wifdopi-loving Rajah de- 
light to tread the maze of logic ? Let him 
feek for gratification in the Perfian writings 
of the Muffulmans, which, though fcarcely 
lawful for a Hindoo to perufe* are yet to 
fee preferred to tbeabfurd writings ofChrif- 
tian philofophers. 

Which of the lawyers of Europe has 
Ihewn himfelf more expert in involving 
the fimplicity of truth in the deep mazes 
of perplexity, than the Imaum Aboo Yoo- 
feff, and the more illuftrious philofopher 
Ib'n Edrefs al Shaffie*? What king of 
Europe could ever boaft of a Minifter 
equal to that Golden Pillar who fupported 
ine throne of the renowned Ackber ? Or 
who, in modern times, can, among them, 

* See Preliminary Difeourfe to the Hedaja. 
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be compared with the Great EradutKhan 
Wafeh? The memoirs^ written by that 
Nobleman, is a gem of fuch tranfcendent 
worth and Iuftre, that its imitation as far 
exceeds the abilities of the puny Nobles of 
Europe, as does the unihaken fidelity and 
magnanimous heroifm of the illuitrious 
writer. In troth, there was no jpoint in 
which I was more difappointed, than in 
the ftate of learning in England'. By mul- 
titudes of the people of that c©ufttry r the 
name of Abul Faze) has never been heard. 
I converfed with many, to whom the r£> 
joown of Veias was unknown, and can with 
truth aver, that num]>ers, who have the 
cbara&cr of learned, are yet fo very igno- 
rant, as not to know, whether the great 
city of Canouge was founded by a Hindoo 
or a Muffulman ! 

With regard to the political ftate bt 
Great Britain, its laws, and form of go- 
vernment, I am not qualified to fpeak with 
certainty ; never having been able to find 
any two people of the fame opinion with 
refpeft to any of thefe points. One cir- 
cumftance alone appeared to be irrefraga- 
bly eftabliftied; and this is a circumftance 
fo extraordinary, that it deferves attenti- 
on. 

Know, then, that the Vifier, or firft Minis- 
ter, to the king of Great Britain, is, at all 
times, the weakeft, and moil wicked man, 
in the kingdom, and that there is not a man 
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in England, however incapable of manag- 
ing, with propriety, the funpleft concerns 
of private life, who is not much better 
qualified, than the Minifies, to condu& the 
complex and extenfive. bufinefs of a great 
nation? You may, pethaps, be inclined to 
doubt the truth of this affertion; but when 
I inform you, that I repeat it not from 
vague report, but from the reiterated and 
folemn affeverations of the people I have 
alluded to, the point will appear incontro- 
vcrtibly eftabliihed. 

, I herewith fend, for the gratification of 
your curiofity, a fpeciraen of the painted 
idols of the Europeans, the examination of 
which has lately employed much of my 
time. A rich field of conje&ure is already 
opened, to the culture of which I Ihall wil- 
lingly devote fome of the remaining years 
of my exiftence* That the origin of the 
rites of thefe divinities may be traced to 
the favoured country of Brahma, will not 
admit of a doubt. The flower, which one 
of the Goddeffes carries in her hand, bears 
fuch a ftriking refemblance to the Lotos, 
that at firft fight, any impartial perfon 
mult recognife the adored figure of the 
bounteous Ganga. If any one of the figures 
has any claim to European origin, it is 
that oi Knave; but who ever heard of 
a King of hearts in the hiftory of any nation 
of Europe ? In the courfe of a few ycais 
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inveftrgation, I do not defpair to prove 
the real family of every one of thefe paint- 
ed idols; and m the profecution of thi* 
laborious- work, I fhall not difdain to imi- 
tate the method purfued by the anti- 
quarians of England, for ' wife men will 1 
not difdain to learn, even from the counfet 
of fools/ I recommend thee to the pro- 
tection of Veelhnu, and the favour of att 
the inferior Gods. 
What can I fay more } 



LETTER VL 
Third Letter of the Bramixu 

BEFORE the delivery of my letter 
into the hands of the Dauk *, I refolved 
to re-examine the counfellors of memory, 
left-any circumftance, that would have in- 
fluence to enlighten the mind of the noble 
Rajah, fhould unfortunately, have been 
omitted. It was a happy precaution f By 
it I am enabled to add to the proofs I have 
already given of the Braminical origin of 
the EngliQi nation, one other proof, which 
eftablifhes the opinion of the Pundit, be- 
yond the reach of human controverfy. 

Jt * Meffenger. 
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vi£ttms fhould be immolated : we paint to 
ouriblves the agonizing feelings of the pa- 
rent, when the blooming virgin was led 
forth, prefenting a fpotlefs offering to the 
facrificial knife; and, fickening at the 
thought, we give praife to the adored 
Veelhnu, at whofe commands thefe horrid 
rites were terminated. But callous, and 
unfeeling Englifhmeni they endure to be- 
hold with their own eyes, Sacrifices in one 
year exceeding in number, all that, in the 
courfe of revolving years, perifhed on the 
altars of Aiia ! facrifices, not immolated 
to appeafe the wrath of their infernal Dew- 
tabs, but vi&ims of the licentious paflions 
of unprincipled men ! and yet many of 
thefe men are fo abfurd as to pretend to 
fenfibility: nay, fo much is their condu& 
at war with their profeffions, that I have 
heard them declaim, with apparent horror, 
againft the holy ceremony of the virtuous 
widow, throwing herfelf upon the funeral 
pile of her deceafed Lord. Yes, I have 
feen thofe, who could witnefs the fceae of 
roifery exhibited in their own ftreets, with- 
out betraying one fymptom of compaffion, 

Ikulls, as defcriptive of the dreadful facrifices in 
tirhich (he took delight. The timid and benign, 
cha rafter of the Hindoos, has induced many to doubt 
in th* Doflibiliry pf thefe horrid rites having ever 
been praflifed in India; but the proofs that are gives 
inrnanrfof theShanfcrit writings, of human facnflcet 
offered^ in remote ages, to this truly infernal deitj, 
f eem too Aroog to be refuted* 
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affe& to fhed tears of pity, at the defcrip- 
tion of a Hindoo female's voluntary facri- 
fice, by which ihe attained glory here, 
and had the certainty of happinels here- 
after! Is it thus, by ,a pretended feeling 
for imaginary forrows, that the Chriftian 
Shatter teaches men to exercife their be- 
nevolence? Is it in conformity to any part 
of its precepts, that they can fo freely 
grieve at equivocal and diftant evils, while 
thofe, which are before their eyes, excite 
neither compaffion nor remorfe ? 

However unfeeling others might be to 
the mifery of the wretched females, one 
would think that the voice of nature in a 
father's breaft would cry aloud, to fave his 
offspring from a fate fo dreadful; but, deaf 
to her pleadings, parents themfelves do 
not hefitate to devote the unhappy vi&ims, 
by means of an education which condu&s 
them ftep by ftep from vanity to vice, re- 
conciling themfelves to all its direful confe- 
quences, by a repetition of the cabaliftic 
word genteel, which has fuch a magical 
charm, as to change, in their opini6n, the 
very nature of every fpecies of madnefs, 
Vice and folly ! 

Can a mind, pure and intelligent as that 
of iJaarmilla, delightto dwell with fuch a 
people ? Is it from fuch a polluted fii earn 
that the defcendant of a thotifand Rajahs 
would wifli to imbibe knowledge r Foulifti 

F % 
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proje& ! Perverted ambition ! How many 
choice morfels of Shanfcrit literature lie 
mouldering in the temples of Benares, 
which he may refcue from the ravages of 
devouring worms, and be repaid with the 
words of wifdom: Hath the fhallow in- 
vention of Europeans conceived any work 
equal to the Mahhabarat ? Can the apho 
rifms of their philofopbers be compared 
with the Heetopades of Veeftmoo Sarma ? 
or thfe imagination of their poets vie in 
lofty imagery, or fublime expreffion, with 
the beautiful dramas of the immortal Ca- 
iidas ? Doth the wifdopi-loving Rajah de- 
light to tread the maze of logic ? Let him 
feek for gratification in the Perfian writings 
of the Muffulmans, which, though fcarcely 
lawful for a Hindoo to perufe» are yet to 
fee preferred to tbeaMird writings ofChrif- 
tian philofophers. 

Which of the lawyers of Europe has 
fhewn himfelf more expert in involving 
the fimplicity of truth in the deep mazes 
of perplexity, than the Imaum Aboo Yoo- 
feff, and the more illuftrious philofopher 
Ib'n Edrefs al Shaffie*? What king of 
Europe could ever boaft of a Minifler 
equal to that Golden Pillar who fupported 
tie throne of the renowned Ackber ? Or 
who, in modern times, can, among them, 

* See Preliminary Difcourfc to the Heda/a. 
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be compared with the Great EradutKhan 
Wafeh? The memoirs, written by that 
Nobleman, is a gem of fuch tranfcendent 
worth and luftre, that its imitation as far 
exceeds the abilities of the puny Nobles of 
Europe, as does the unfhaken fidelity and 
magnanimous heroifm of the illuitrious 
writer. In truth, ihere was no jpoint in 
which I was more difappointed, than in 
the (late of learning in England". By mul- 
titudes of the people of that coufttry r the 
name of Abul Fazel has never been heard. 
I converfed with many, to whom the r£> 
jQOwn of Veias was unknown, and can with 
truth aver, that numbers, who have the 
chara&er of learned, are yet fo very igno- 
rant, as not to know, whether the great 
city of Canouge was founded by a Hindoo 
or a Muffulman ! 

With regard to the political ftate of 
Great Britain, its laws, and form of go- 
vernment, I am not qualified to fpeak with 
certainty ; never having been able to find 
any two people of the fame opinion with 
refpeft to any of thefe points. One cir- 
cumftance alone appeared to be irrefraga- 
bly eftablifhed ; and this is a circumftance 
fo extraordinary, that it deierves attenti- 
on. 

Know, then, that the Vifier, or firft Minif- 
ter, to the king of Great Britain, is, at all 
times, the weakeft, and moft wicked mat* 
in the kingdom, and that there is not a man 
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in England, however incapable of manag- 
ing, with propriety, the funpleft concerns 
of private life, who is not much better 
qualified, than the Minifies to condud the 
complex and extenfive. bufinefs of a great 
nation? You may, perhaps, be inclined to 
doubt the truth of this affertion; but when 
I inform you, that I repeat it not from 
vague report, but from the reiterated and 
folemn affeverations of the people I have 
alluded to, the point will appear incontro- 
vcrtibly eftabliihed. 

, I herewith fend, for the gratification of 
your curiofity, a fpecimen of the painted 
idols of the Europeans, the examination of 
which has lately employed much of my 
time. A rich field of conje&ure is already 
opened, to the culture of which I Ihall wil- 
lingly devote fome of the remaining years 
of my exiftence* That the origin of the 
rites of thefe divinities may be traced to 
the favoured country of Brahma, will not 
admit of a doubt. The flower, which one 
of the Goddeffes carries in her hand, bears 
fuch a ftriking refemblance to the Lotos, 
that at firft fight, any impartial perfon 
muft recognife the adored figure of the 
bounteous Ganga. If any one of the figures 
has any claim to European origin, it is 
that oi Knave; but who ever heard of 
a King of hearts in the hiftory of any nation 
of Europe ? In the courfe of a few years 
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inveftigation, I do not defpair to prove 
the real family of every one of thefe paint- 
ed idols; and in the profecution of this 
laborious- work, I fhall not difdain to imi- 
tate the method purfued by the anti- 
quarians of England, for ' wife men wilt 
not difdain to learn, even from the counfet 
of fools.* I recommend thee to the pro- 
tection of Veefhnu, and the favour of aft 
the inferior Gods. 
What can I fay more } 



LETTER VL 
Third Letter of the Bramixu 

BEFORE the delivery of my letter 
into the hands of the Dauk *, I refolved 
to re-examine the counfellors of memory, 
left-any circumftance, that would have in- 
fluence to enlighten the mind of the noble 
Rajah, fhould unfortunately, have been 
omitted. It was a happy precaution ? By 
it I am enabled to add to the proofs I have 
already given of the Braminical origin of 
the EngliQi nation, one other proof, which 
eftablifhes the opinion of the Pundit, be- 
yond the reach of human controverfy. 

|t * Meffenger. 
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vi&ims fhould be immolated : we paiot to 
ourifelves the agonizing feelings of the pa- 
rent, when the blooming virgin was led 
forth, prefenting a fpotlefs offering to the 
facrificial knife; and, fickening at the 
thought, we give praife to the adored 
Veelhnu, at whofe commands thefe horrid 
rites were terminated But callous, and 
unfeeling Englifhmeni they endure to be- 
hold with their own eyes, Sacrifices in one 
year exceeding in number, all that, in the 
courfe of revolving years, perifhed on the 
altars of Aiia ! facrifices, not immolated 
to appeafe the wrath of their infernal Dew- 
tabs, but vi£ims of the licentious paffions 
of unprincipled men ! and yet many of 
thefe men are fo abfurd as to pretend to 
fenfibility: nay, fo much is their conduS 
at war with their profeffions, that I have 
heard them declaim, with apparent horror, 
againft the holy ceremony iof the virtuous 
widow, throwing herfelf upon the funeral 
pile of her deceafed Lord. Yes, I have 
i'een thofe, who could witnefs the fcene of 
mifery exhibited in their own ftreets, with* 
out betraying one fy mptom of compaffion, 

IkuHs, as defcriptive of the dreadful facrifices in 
which (he took delight. The timid and benign, 
character of the Hindoos, ha* induced many to doubt 
in tha nofiibilirv pf thefe horrid rites having ever 
been praftifed in India; buc the proofs that are given 
in~manjr(of theShanfcrit writings, ef human fa enfice* 
offered in Temote ages, to this truly infernal deit/, 
f eem too Areog to be refined* 
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affe& to fhed tears of pity, at the defcrip- 
tion of a Hindoo female's voluntary facri- 
fice, by which fhe attained glory here, 
and had the certainty of happineis here- 
after! Is it thus, by ,a pretended feeling 
for imaginary forrows, that the Chriftian 
Shatter teaches men to exercife their be- 
nevolence? Is it in conformity to any part 
of its precepts, that they can fo freely 
grieve at equivocal and diftant evils, while 
thofe, which are before their eyes, excite 
neither compaffion nor remorfe ? 

However unfeeling others might be to 
the mifery of the wretched females, one 
would think that the voice of nature in a 
father's breaft would cry aloud, to fave his 
offspring from a fate fo dreadful; but, deaf 
to her pleadings, parents themfelves do 
not hefitate to devote the unhappy vi&ims, 
by means of an education which condu&s 
them ftep by ftep from vanity to vice, re- 
conciling themfelves to all its direful confe- 
quepces, by a repetition of the cabaliftic 
word genteel, which has fuch a magical 
charm, as to change, in their opinion, the 
v«ry nature of every fpecies of madnefs, 
Vice and folly ! 

Can a mind, pure and intelligent as that 
of iJaarmilla, delight. to dwell with fuch a 
people ? Is it from fuch a polluted fiream 
that the defcendant of a thonfand Rajahs 
■would wifli to imbibe knowledge r Foolifh 

F z 
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proje& ! Perverted ambition ! How many 
choice morfels of Shanfcrit literature lie 
mouldering in the temples of Benares, 
which he may refcue from the ravages of 
devouring worms, and be repaid with the 
words of wifdom: Hath the fhallow in- 
vention of Europeans conceived any work 
equal to the Mahhabarat? Cantheapho- 
rifms of their philofophers be compared 
with the Heetopades of Veeftmoo Sarma ? 
or thfe imagination of their poets vie in 
lofty imagery, or fublime expreffion, with 
the beautiful dramas of the immortal Ca- 
lidas ? Doth the wifdopi-loving Rajah de- 
light to tread the maze of logic ? Let him 
feek for gratification in the Perfian writings 
of the Muffulmans, which, though fcarcely 
lawful for a Hindoo to perufe> are yet to 
fee preferred to tbeaMird writings ofChrif- 
tian philofophers. 

Which of the lawyers of Europe has 
fhewn bimfelf more expert in involving 
the fimplicity of truth in the deep mazes 
of perplexity, than the Imaum Aboo Yoo- 
feff, and the more illuftrious philofopher 
Ib'n Edrefs al Shaffie*? What king of 
Europe could ever boaft of a Minifler 
equal to that Golden Pillar who fupported 
tie throne of the renowned Ackber ? Or 
who, in modern times, can, among them, 

* See Preliminary Difcowfc to the Heda/a. 
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be compared with the Great EradutKhan 
Wafeh? The memoirs, written by that 
Nobleman, is a gem of fuch tranfcendent 
worth and luftre, that its imitation as far 
exceeds the abilities of the puny Nobles of 
Europe, as does the unfhaken fidelity and 
magnanimous heroifm of the illuitrious 
writer. In troth, ihere was no jpoint in 
which I was more difappointed, than in 
the (late of learning in England". By mul- 
titudes of the people of that c©umry r the 
name of Abul Fazel has never been heard. 
I converfed with many, to whom the rt* 
nown of Veias was unknown, and can with 
truth aver, that numbers, who have the 
chara&er of learned, are yet fo very igno- 
rant, as not to know, whether the great 
city of Canooge was founded by a Hindoo 
or a Muffulman ! 

With regard to the political ftate bt 
Great Britain, its laws, and form of go- 
vernment, I am not qualified to fpeak with 
certainty ; never having been able to find 
any two people of the fame opbion with 
refpeft to any of thefe points. One cir- 
cumftance alone appeared to be irrefraga- 
bly eftablifhed ; and this is a circumftance 
fo extraordinary, that it deferves attenti- 
on. 

Know, then, that the Vifier, orfirft Minif- 
ter, to the king of Great Britain, is, at all 
times, the weakeft, and moft wicked mat* 
in the kingdom, and that there is not a man 
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5 a England, however incapable of manag- 
ing, with propriety, the fimpleft concerns 
of private life, who is not much better 
qualified, than the Minifies to condu& the 
complex and extenfive bufinefs of a great 
nation? You may, perhaps, be inclined to 
doubt the truth of this affertion; but whea 
I inform you, that I repeat it not from 
vague report, but from the reiterated and 
folemn affeverations of the people I have 
alluded to, the point will appear incontro- 
vcrtibly eftabliihed. 

. I herewith fend, for the gratification of 
your curiofity, a fpecimen of the painted 
idols of the Europeans, the examination of 
which has lately employed much of my 
time, A rich field of conje&ure is already 
opened, to the culture of which I Ihall wil- 
lingly devote fome of the remaining years 
of my exiftence* That the origin of the 
rites of thefe divinities may be traced to 
the favoured couatry of Brahma, will not 
admit of a doubt. The flower, which one 
of the Goddeffes carries in her hand, bears 
fuch a ftriking refemblance to the Lotos, 
that at firft fight, any impartial perfon 
muft recognife the adored figure of the 
bounteous Ganga. If any one of the figures 
has any claim to European origin, it is 
that oi Knave ; but who ever heard of 
a King of hearts in the hiftory of any nation 
of Europe ? In the courfe of a few ycais 
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inveftigation, I do not dcfpair to prove 
the real family of every one of thefe paint- 
ed idols; and in the profecution of this 
laborious- work, I fhall not difdain to imi- 
tate the method purfued by the anti- 
quarians of England, for * wife men wilt 
not difdain to learn, even from the counfet 
of fools.* I recommend thee to the pro- 
tection of Veefhnu, and the favour of aft 
the inferior Gods. 
What can I fay more } 



LETTER VL 
Third Letter of the Bramixu 

BEFORE the delivery of my letter 
into the hands of the Dauk *, I refolved 
to re-examine the counfellors of memory, 
left-any circumftance, that would have in- 
fluence to enlighten the mind of the noble 
Rajah, fhould unfortunately, have been 
omitted. It was a happy precaution ! By 
it I am enabled to add to the proofs I have 
already given of the Braminical origin of 
the EngliQi nation, one other proof, which 
eftablifhes the opinion of the Pundit, be- 
yond the reach of human controverfy. 

Jt * Meffenger. 
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Let it be known then to the friend of 
Maaodaara, that the performance of the ce- 
remony of the Purekah * is known to the 
-Chriftian, and fo much is the pra&ice of 
its myfterious rites encouraged, that the 
moil trifling and infignificant difputes are 
frequently referred to its decifion : as, for 
example ; in fpeaking of the colour of the 
eyes of a dancing-girl, one man ihould fay 
that they are black, and another aver 
them to be blue, the common method of 
deciding the depute (either between people 
cfjiyle, or fuch as pant for admiffion into 
that honourable Caft) is the performance 
of Purekah. The method of performing 
this fublime ceremony, is not, it is true, 
cxa&ly fimilar, in all refpe&s, to that which 
is fo pioufly obferved in India. A little con- 
lideration on the genius of the people, and 
their deficiency in religious knowledge, 
will, however account fbr the difference. 
In England, I never heard that the perfor- 
mers of the Purekah took the precaution 
of preparing themfelves for the award of 
fate, by the obfervance of long and rigo- 
rous abftinence : or that they were partial^ * 
larly affiduous in their a£is of devotion ; or 
that they bound themfelves by any oath 
before the Magiftrate to abide dv the infal- 
lible decifion of the God?. All thefe pre- 
paratory duties are, by thefe trifling peo- 

* Trial bj Ordeal, ftill praAifed in Hindoftaa. 
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pie, altogether omitted, and the ceremony 
itfelf, inftead of being performed in the 
prefence of the Magiftrate, and the affem- 
bled people, \s ufually gone through un- 
der the immediate infpe&ion of only two 
witnejfts *. In the Purekah of the Eng- 
lish, thev neither thruft their hands into 
veffels filled with boiling oil, nor do they 
fay to the Balance, ' thou, O Balance, art 
the manfion of truth, tKou waft anciently 
contrived by Deities. If I am guilty, O, 
venerable as my own mother, fink me 
down ; but if ipnocent, raife me aloft in 
air.' Neither do they fwallow poifon, nor 
caft an Idol into the water, nor take into 
their hands the red hot iron; nor make any 
ufe of the feven leaves of the trembling 
Pippel, or the feven blades of Dharba * 
grals, but by means of the diminutive 
Agnee Ajlors, called Piftols, the two dis- 
putants attempt to convey little leaden bul- 
lets into one another's bowels, or brains. 
In the opinion of fome pbilofophers, a 
worthlefs fellow will continue to be as much 
a woithlels fellow after the performance of 
the Purekah as before; but in the opi- 
nions pfthe performers themfelves, it has 
efficacy to cn^nge the nature of guilt, and 
to wafh away ttie fouleft fpot of difhonour. 
What can I fay more ! 

* For an account of the Indian Ordeal v in which 
all thefe accounts are mentioned, fee Alia tic Re- % 
fearches, vol ii. 

F 5 
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LETTER VII. 



Seeta Juin Zaarmilla, THJajah of Almora ; to 
Kifheen Neaay Maandaara, Zimeendar 
of Cumlore. 

A BOW with reverence to Ganefa, and 
fubmit the ardent ftruggles of my foul to 
the decrees of friendlhip* The requeft of 
Maandaara I am unable to refift^ even 
when his arguments are too feeble to make 
any impreffion on my mind : though my 
reafon is unconvinced, I am fubdued by 
my tendernefs; and ftiould confider my- 
felf unworthy of the name of friend, could 
I perfift in tearing myfelf from my coun- 
try at the moment that Maandaara is about 
to be reflored to its bofom. Yes, my 
friend ! I have this moment received the 
delightful intelligence, that the Firman, 
which reftores thee to thy Zkneendary, 
hath beep iffued ! Thou mayeft return in 
peace to the land of thy fathers ! The 
Gods] of Baandarefa fliall be raifed from 
their hiding places in the earth, to be 
placed upon the altars of his fon : they 
fliall fee him perform the rites of hofpita- 
lity : fpread bis feaft for the poor, and af- 
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ford fheiter to the oppreffed. The Dai- 
vers, who delight in beholding the reward 
of virtue, fhall hover round your dwelling. 
Serafwatee fhall blefs your hours of ftudy, 
and the bees of Cama, diverted of their 
flings, fhall pay you the tribute of pure 
and genuine fyrcemefe: 

I have prepared Zamarcanda for re- 
ceiving you as her hufband. Her mind 
is too gentle to require the haifti reftraint 
of authority: let me, therefore, conjure 
you to treat her with tendernefs ; and you 
will be repaid by that willing obedience, 
which is the offspring of afle&ion, in * 
docile, and ingenuous mind. For my 
fhare, I declare to you, that while I ac- 
cept, with pleafure, of your lifter for my 
wife, I, at the fame time, maft inform 
you of my intention of ailing in direft 
oppofition to your advice. From me fhe 
fhall receive every indulgence. If fhe has 
any underloading, I will take pleafure in 
improving it : nor fhall I dread any confe- 
quences that can arife from doing fo. 
The more I meditate, the more am I con- 
yinced, that to tread firmly in the path 
of virtue it is neceffary that we fhould be 
fupported by theiUfF of knowledge. Ig- 
norance is the mother of many follies. 

It is with grief that I behold a mind, 
great and^ noble as that of my friend's, 
darkened b)rthe clouds of prejudice. Had 
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you, with me, paid homage to Serafwafee, 
the foul-enlightening Goddefs would have 
iufpired you with ideas more worthy of 
yourfelf : you would not then have attri- 
buted a defire to enlarge the fphere of 
knowledge, and an ardent admiration of 
excellence, wherever found, to the influ- 
ence of magical fpeils, or incantation. 

There is a period, beyond which, if the 
human mind remains bound in the chains 
of ignorance, it lofes the power of expan- 
fion ; and confiders the exiftence of it m 
others, as the dream of illufive imagina- 
tion. 

He, who loofed the fetters of my un- 
derftanding, who Convinced me, by the 
cultivated ftate of his own, how high the 
minds of mortals might foar — the enlight- 
ened Percy — taught me to obferve, that 
the negative ignorance, in which the iftind 
is immerfed, when excluded from com- 
merce with the world, is of a nature far 
lefs obdurate, than that which has been 
rivetted by Pride in the bofom of fociety. 
Such is the ignorance of Shedrmaal. His 
mind was too much narrowed, by its own 
prejudices, to receive a fair iropreflion 
irom new images. The few ideas which 
had been put into it, by his firft teacher, 
had been received without examination, 
but retained with the pertinacity of un- 
yielding pride. 
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Can he be a proper judge of the pecu- 
liar cuftoms of remote nations, who mea- 
fores every thing by the narrow ftandard 
of his own prejudices ? Can he, who, in- 
ftead of making obfervations on the varie- 
ty of human chara&er, pronounces fentence 
of condemnation on whatever he does not 
underftand ; can he be qualified for com* 
municating information to otners? No, 
Falfe, and foolifh, will ever be the ccn- 
clufions of prefumptuous ignorance ! 

Ah ! what a pattern might Sheermaal 
have found in the travellers, and the tra- 
vel-writers of Europe. How many of 
thefe does England alone, every year, 
pour from her maternal bofom ? Happy 
for Sheermaal, if he had followed the 
laudable example of thefe fapient youths ; 
how deep would then have been his obfer- 
vations ! how important his difcoveries ! 

I am unwilling tofpeak with difrefpe& 
of a Bramin, I view the ignorance of this 
man with pity, and ftiould only give to 
his prejudice, the fmile of contempt, but 
I cannot perceive his malice, and bis falfe- 
hood, without feelings of abhorrence and 
indignation. Is it for a mind, bafe and 
ignoble as his, to accufe the ingenuous, 
and enlightened, Percy of falfehood ? 

O that Maandaara could have known 
that incomparable vouth ! That he could 
have liftened to nis inftrudions, "while 
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every word he uttered, was like the vivid 
flafti of lightening, illuminating the dark 
expanfe of night. He would then have 
been convinced, that a mind, like his, 
was ineapable of fwerving from the rigid 
di&ates of truth; and he would have unit- 
ed with me, in reprobating every attempt 
to calumniate his memory. Dear ftiall his 
memory be to Zaarmilla, while the blood 
of life flows through his veins, and who- 
ever would fliun my refentment, muft be 
careful how they fuffer the ihadow of dif- 
refpedi to pafs 6ver the name of my de- 
parted friend ! 

I have juft received the two concluding 
letters of that ignorant, and deluded Bra- 
min; who has inftilled his bafe prejudices 
into the mind of my friend. Surely fome 
malignant Dewtah, muft have blinded the 
eyes, and fettered the underftanding, of 
this unhappy man ; who coqld not, other- 
wife, have been fo grofsly deceived.— 
What ! dqring his ten years abode among- 
Chriftians, never to have heard of, or feen, 
the Chriftian Shafter ! That Shatter, the 
moft abftrufe, and difficult do&rines of 
which, are fo carefully inculcated into the 
tender minds of youth, that every boy, 
who is fent to the Univerfity, is fo per- 
fe&ly matter of the fubjeft, as to be able 
to give his folemn affent to the unerring 
explanations of his Church. That Shafter, 
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of which the precepts of Peace, Charity, 
Humility, and univerfal Benevolence, form 
the balis of every law, and direft the 
pra&ice of every Chriftian court ! That 
Sbafter 1 have ftudied with the ftri&eft 
attention, and do folemnly allure you, that; . 
the virtues I have enumerated, are as 
ftri&ly enjoined to the Chriftians, as the 
performance of the Poojah to the Hindoo, 
or the Fall of Rampzin to the Muffulman. 
The Muffulman fails, and the Hindoo per* 
forms Poojah, according to their refpeftive 
laws, and can we believe that the Chrifti- 
an alone treats with contempt the authori- 
ty of his God ? 

How could the lie-loving Bramin ex* 
pedTto be credited, when he afferts, that 
fchriftians enter into the traffic of blood ! 
That thefe men, who walk by the rule of 
• doiffe to others, as they would be done 
by in the like cafe,' invade the countries 
of the defencelefs, and feizing, with tiger- 
like ferocity, their unoffending children, 
bind them in the galling chains of fla very, 
and devote them, as a cruel facrifice to 
the black Goddefs of affli&ion ! Surely, 
fuch a reprefentation cannot fail to appear 
in its true light to every one, who knows 
thejealoufy entertained, by the fublime 
Governors of that enlightened nation, for 
the purity of their honour ! fo great, that 
even thofe Chiefs, whom we have confix 
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dered as bulwarks, raifed by the immortal 
Veefhnu, to prated us from the deftroyer, 
have fallen ftiort of the ftandard of pence- 
tioo erected in the immaculate bofoms of 
their brethren at home ! Can fuch men be 
"fuppofed to fanction the traffic of human 
miftiy ? Ah ! how little doth he know of 
the undeviating rectitude of the Britifh 
Senate ! 

Indeed, all that he fays ufctpn j&e reli- 
gious rites, practifed by the £hglifli na- 
tion, is equally falfe and abfurd. There 
is no fuch thing as any Poojah performed 
to bits of painted paper : neither are par- 
tridges held facred. From examining 
their Shafter, with the ftricteft accuracy, 
I am prepared to affert, that it contains 
not one word which could countenance 
fuch idolatry. And, whether it is likely, 
that any practices, not warranted by its 
authority, would be fuffered to become 
prevalent, I fhall leave you to judge ; after 
informing you, that, in England, no man 
is deemed qualified for holding even the 
meaneft employment in the ftate but by 
the performance of an aft of the moft fo- 
lemn devotion. An aft which is only fafe 
to the pious, and the pure; and of which, 
to participate unworthily, is declared to be 
•a heinous fin! Ah! how pure muft be 
the morals of fuch a people ! 
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. As to what he fays of the frivolous edu- 
cation beftowed upon Chriflian women, it 
is fufficient to obferve, that it is utterly in* 
confiftent with the belief of the immorta- 
lity and progreffive improvement of the 
human foul j , it is, indeed, too abfurd to 
ftand in need of confutation. When he 
can convince me, that the men are vain, 
voluptuous, felfifli, and unjuft, then fhall 
I believe, that the women are frivolous^ 
and ignorant. 

In regard to what he aflerts of the dif- 
ferent Calls, into which the people are di- 
vided, I am not fo well prepared to an- 
fwer him. I only know, that nothing like 
it appears in the Chriftian Shatter. The 
people of family* and the people of no family* 
are there put upon a level ; and, at the 
time it was written, it is evident the people 
.ofjlyk had never been heard of. 

Oh ! that it had been permitted me to 
have confuted the mifreprefentations of 
this wicked Bramin, by the unerring an* 
fwers of experience. That I could have 
followed the impulfe of my own defires, 
in the glorious purfuit of wifdom ; and 
traced the obfcure and diftant path, by 
which Knowledge diifeminated her trea* 
fures over the various regions of the earth ! 
Ah ! didft thon know what it has coil me 
to relinquilh this favourite purfuit; what 
feif-denial I have been obliged to exert. 
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ere I could turn mine eyes from the en-* 
chanting profpe& that opened to my view, 
thou wouldft efteem this a& of friendftwp 
more, than if I had poured into thy lap 
the accumulated treafures of my fathers !* 

Having once determined, tnou neeflft 
not fear that ought fhall have power ta 
fliake my -lefolution. I fwear to thee, by 
the name of my father, that while Pryma* 
veda lives, Zaarmilla will never forfakc 
her. 

I fhall be at Ramptfre in the fpace of a 
fortnight ; there I fhall give, to the arms 
of my friend, the lovely and gentle Za- 
marcanda ; and receive thy fifter for the 
partner of my bofom. After the perform- 
ance of our nuptials, I fhall have~tfre plea* 
fure of conducing you to the ancient feat 
of your fore-fathers. You will be received 
with joy, by all the Ryots, and welcomed 
by every furrounding Zimeendar, with the 
fincereft fatisfa&ion. Yt>u muft, after 
this, return with me to Almora ; and there, 
where every fcene recals to memory the 
days of early felicity, we fhall renew the 
ftudies, and retafte the pleafures of our 
youth. We fhall mingle our tears of gra- 
titude, at the tomb of the venerable Pun- 
dit, who firft poured the balm of inftruc- 
tion into our young and tender minds. 

In the fair bofom of creation, and in 
the gorgeoufly enamelled vault of heaven, 
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we fhall together read thofe divine myfte* 
ries, over which, the wifdom of our holy 
Bramins has thrown a veil, that is impe- 
netrable only to ignorance*. From thefe 
we will rife to the contemplation of that 

Omnifcient Spirit, whofe all- ruling pow'r 
Bids from each fenfe bright emanations beam ; 
Glows in the rainbow, fparkles in the ftream, 
Smiles in the bud, and ghftens in the flow'r 

That crowns each vernal bow'r ; 
Sighs in the gale, and warbles in the throat 
Oi every bird, that hails the blooming fpring, 
Or tells his lovp in many a liquid note, 
While anxious artifts touch the rival firing, 

Till rocks and forefts ring ; 
Breathes in rich fragrance from theikadal grove, 
Or where the precious muik-dicr playful rove : 
In dulcet juice from cluft'ring fruit diftils, 
And bains falubrious in the tafteful clove f* 

May the fovereiga Maya||, prefent to 
the mind of Maandaara, an ever varying 

* This expreflion feems favourable to the opinion 
entertained by fome of our own writers, that great 
part of the Mythology of the Hindoos, is nothing 
more than enigmatical representations of agronomi- 
cal fads. 

t See the fixth ilanza of the Hymn to Narayena, 
1 as translated by Sir William Jones. 

U * It will be fufficient here to premife, that the 
inextricable difficulties attending the vulgar notion of 
material fubftances, induced many of the wifeft Hin- 
doos "to believe that the whole creation was rather 
an energy than a work, by which the infinite Being, 
who is prefent at all times, in all places, exhibits to 
the minds of his creatures a Jet of perceptions like a 
wonderful pidure or piece of mufic, always varied, 
yet always uniform ; fo that all bodies, and their 
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afiemblage of fair ideas! bat may that 
which is deareft to his heart, be the friend- 
fliip of Zaarmilla ! 
W hat can I fay more ! 

[ la the correfpondence of the Rajah, 
we here find a chafm of feveral years* 
Though none of the letters bear any date* 
we have, from circumftances mentioned ia 
the preceding ones, concluded them to 
have been written toward the beginning of 
the year 1775. Thofe, which follow, we 
prefume, could not have been written be* 
fore the year 1779, or 1780.] 

LETTER VIII. 

Frtm the Rajah Zaarmilla, to Maandaara* 
(Written from Baretlee) 

JML AY the powerful Eendra be ever pro* 
pitious to the mod benignant of friends ; 
and the goddefs Sree preferve his heart 
from the arrows of 4 affii&ion ! 

An opportunity offers, of which I am 
not flow to avail myfelf, of fending thee 
information of my health and fafety. Had 

qualities, exift, indeed, to every wife, and ufeful pur- 
pofe ; but exift only as far as they are percezvej. 
JThis Mujivt Operation of the JVuy, the Hindoo 
philofophers, call Maya % or Deception* See the Ar- 
gument of the above-mentioned Hymn. 
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not forrow fpread its raven wing over the 
"beauties of every profpeS, my journey 
might have been delightful. But, alas! 
to him, whofe heart is oppreffed by re- 
cent calamity, the face of nature is veiled 
in darknefs. My perfon was foon at a 
diftance from the fcene of forrow, but 
from it I could not, by diftance, difengage 
my mind. Prymaveda! my affectionate, 
and faithful Prymaveda, expiring in my 
arms, was the pi&ure that every where 
prefented itfelf to my eyes. Her laft low 
and feeble fighs, were ftill the only founds 
which vibrated upon my ears. Change 
of fcene afforded no alleviation to my grief, 
and time, whofe tongue o{ fire devour- 
eth all things, appeared to move with too 
flow a pace to leave me room to hope 
much from his affiftance. One only fource 
of confolation prefented itfelf to my deep- 
ly wounded mind, it was the refle&ion of 
having contributed to the happinefsof her, 
whofe image dwells in my heart. Had I 
ever reproved with harlhnefs, or indulged 
my pride in the morofe exercife of autho- 
rity, how infupportable would be the- bit- 
ternefs of my affli&ion ! 

Let not Maandaara reproach his friend 
for indulging in thefe melancholy reflec- 
tions. The woman, who is attached to 
her hufband, will follow the fpirit of her 
departed Lord, even though condemned 
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to the regions of punifliment ; and (hall 
my foul forget her, who waiteth for me in 
the realms of death ? She, from whom 
fprung my final deliverer*! She, who was 
die companion of my days, the friend of 
my heart, whofe gentle manners, and pru- 
dent counfels, fmoothed the rugged path 
of life, and gave value to every bleflmg. 
But, alas! the innocent vivacity, the en- 
dearing tendemefe, which, but yefteiday, 
were the delight of my life, are now re- 
called, but to aggravate my forrow. But 
why fhoiild I, with the dart that rankles 
in my own bofom, wound the breaftof 
ray friend? Let me try to change the 
fubjeft. 

At BifToolee, I was received, by my 
kinfman, with every mark of kindnefs. 
He endeavoured to divert my mind, from 
the fubje&s of its own griefs, by turning 
my attention to thofe great tranfa&ions, 

* Alluding to the ceremony of the Sradh, which 
the Hindoos believe it necefTary ihould be performed 
by a man's own fon, in order to facilitate his en- 
trance to the regions of felicity ; it is, therefore, 
by them efteemed a great misfortune to die childlefs. 
In the drama of Sacontala, Dufhmanta thus laments 
his fate, * Ah me ! the departed fouls of my ancef- 
tors, who claim a (hare in the funeral cake, which I 
have no fon to offer, are app re lien five of loftng their 
due honour.— fc My forefathers arnft drink, inflead of 
a pure libation, this flood of tears, the only offering 
which a man, who dies childlefs, can mak<:.* See 
Sac. Page 125. 
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of which this country bad lately been the 
fcene- 

The firft information that is given us 
upon any fubjeft, that is in its nature inte- 
rcfting, and which is beyond the reach of 
our own infpeftion, is fo greedily received, 
that the judgment we form upon it is 
equally prompt and decifive. I have fre- 
quently obferved that fuch bafty judgment, 
is upon more full inveftigation, found erro- 
neous ; and here I had ample proof of the 
juftice of the ohfervation. 

When the fall of the Afgan Cawns had 
taken place, we rejoiced to hear that this 
beautiful and fertile province, was to be' 
put under the admkriftration pf Beafs 
Raye* ; that pious Hindoo, who had fhed 
fo many tears over the misfortunes of his 
country. We imagioed that he, who 
could paint the extortions, and oppreflions 
of <the Aigans, in fuch tree and lively 
colours, muft neceffarily be pofleffed of a 
good and feeling heart, Alas ! the art 
of defcribing human mifery, and the vir- 
tue of feeling for it, are too very different 
things. 

This man who declaimed fo eloquently 
againft the rapacity of the Afgans, had a 
hiart fojkeled by avarice, as to be imper- 

* Sec the RoMlla Hiflory. 
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vious to every fentiment of humanity. 
The country groaned beneath his oppref- 
{ions, and his removal was confidered as 
a deliverance from the peitilence. 

After haying fpent a week at Biffoolee^ 
I took leave of my kind, but too officious 
kinfman, and proceeded to Barellee. The 
approach to this city, through lofty rows 
of bamboos, which form a continued ar> 
bour, furrounded on every fide by gardens, 
fiourifhing in all the pride of beauty, ex- 
torted my admiration. 

I did not fail to vifit the tomb of the 
renowned Afgan, who was fo long the 
terror, and the glory of Kuttaher*, I 
chofe to vifit it alone. There are mo- 
ments, when the foul, abforbed in its own 
reflections* feels an elevation which is in- 
compatible with any fociety. 

* Hafiz Rhamut, a Rohilla chief, celebrated lot 
his warlike talents and unprincipled ambition; by 
betraying the truft of his friend, and uiurping the 
inheritance of his wards, he put himfelf at the head 
of the Rohilla govern mept ; and was killed at the 
battle of Cutterah, 2»d of April, 1774. By thofe 
who ought to have known better, Hafiz Rhamut has 
been confounded with Hafiz % the celebrated poet of 
Shiran, who flourifhed above four hundred years 
ago. On confulting the Parliamentary Regifter, we 
find Hafiz Rhamut, who was neither a poet, nor a 
man of letters, introduced as ' famous through^ the % ' 
Baft, for the elegance %f his literature, and tkefpirir^f' 
his poetical cvrnpojitiorfl' Parliamentary Regifter, 
No. 76, Page 205. 



The fun had juft hid the fplendour of his 
beams behind the hills of Biffoolee, and 
night begun to fpread her dufky curtain 
over the face of nature, when I approach- 
ed the filent fcene, where the tomb of the 
warrior w r as reared. . Of that ambition, 
before the impetuoite career of which the 
bars of gratitude, and of juftice, had been 
annihilated ; that ambition, infatiable as 
the ocean, and extenfive as the firmament 
of heaven, what were now the limits? 
Small was the fpot which contained the 
mouldering remains of him, who had 
(truck the Princes of the earth with ter- 
ror. I liftened — but the thunder of his 
voice was no longer to be heard. I look- 
ed — but the crowds of flatterers, who 
were wont to pay adulatory homage to his 
fmiles, were no longer to be feen. The 
world, which had beheld the Afgan great- 
nefs arife, like a meteor from the womb of 
obfeurity, which had been dazzled by the 
bcightnefs of its fplendour, and aftonifhed 
by the celerity of its progrefs, beheld, 
without regret, its utter extin&ion in this 
narrow tomb. I indulged in thefe reve- 
ries the greater part of the night. The 
remainder part of my time, at Barellee, was 
fpent in making enquiries concerning the 
remarkable events which have taken place 
in its vicinity. The difficulty of obtaining 
information was greater than I was aware 

Vol. I. G 
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of. Every one, whom I applied to for 
that purpofe, I found tQ be fo brimful of 
that part of the flory which particularly 
related tohirnfelf, that I was obliged to 
liften to a volume of unintepelliDg anec- 
dotes, before J Gould arrive at the truth. 

The ravages committed by the troops 
of his Highnefs, after the battle ofCutte- 
rah*, were fuch as have been conftantly 
pra&ifed, by every vi&orious army;; but 
the contra ft, exhibited in the behaviour of 
the fingtifh, was altogether new and un- 
common : fuch as no Muilulman army ha* 
ever been known to j>r?ftife ; and fact as, 
I greatly fear, they wS& never be induced 
to imitate. 

After having, by their courage and fii~ 
perior Ikill, decided the *event of the day, 
while thofe for whom they fought, rufhed 
upon the fpoil of the defeated .enemy, and, 
in their avidity for plunder, were alike re- 
gardlefs of the remonftranoes of juftice, 
and the diftates of humanity, the gallant 
army of the. EngHih, fatisfied with the 
glory of vi&ory, diftiained all other fpoiL 
They beheld with indignation and horror, 
the behaviour of their allies, and exerted 
themfelves for the prote&ion, and relief, 
of the unhappy fufferers,whom the fuccefsful 
foe hadleft deftitu te of every other refource. 

*^Sec Kohilla Hiftoiy. 
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All that I have heard in this place, re- 
kindles in my bofom the defire fo long 
cherifhed, and fo unwillingly fuppreffed* 
of becoming more intimately acquainted 
with a people, who have ever been the 
obje&s of my affefiionate veneration. My 
resolution is taken; and in purfuance of _ 
it, as foon as I have performed the aft of 
pious ablution in the facred fpot, where 
the two wandering bleffings of Hindoftan 
unite their waves, I fhall proceed to the 
Englilh camp- In liftenmg to the in- 
ftru&ive converfation of thefe enlightened 
men, the felfilh forrows, which at prefent 
occupy my heart* may, for a time, be 
foothed into fbrgetfulnefs, I fhall, per- 
haps, renew my acquaintance with the 
friends of Percy. I mall, with thehi, have 
the pleafure of recapitulating the virtues 
of that amiable youth: thofe virtues, 
whofe fragrance perfumed my foul, and 
left an impreflioo, ftrong as the incenfe 
from the aromatic plant, which time has 
oot the power to obliterate. 

Prefent Zamarcanda with the affe&ion- 
ate remembrances of her brother. I would 
recommend my fon to her aflfe&ion, did I 
not know that her goodnefs will anticipate 
ray wifhes. To you my friend, and to 
her, I truft the precious depofit — the life 
of my life ! And to Camdhaynu my foul 
is expanded in prayers for your happinefs ! 
G 4 
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LETTER VIII. 

7he Same, to the Same. 

1* ROM the King of wprftiipped places*, 
the* renowned Allahabad, to the moll 
faithful of friends, Zaarmilla fends health, 
and profperity. While the divine influence 
of the facred ftream, into which I have fo 
lately plunged, continues to refrefh my 
foul, I haften to impart to thee the fenti- 
ments which have infpired my heart. But 
how fhall I defcribe to you the tranfport 
with which I beheld the facred fpot, cele- 
brated through all ages ! that fpot, confe- 

The EngliQi Teader will find fome light throw* 
upon the fubjeft of this letter, by confulting Mr. 
Maurice's Indian antiquities, who having traced the 
progrefs of the Ganges, from the Mountains of Thi- 
bet to the plains of Hindoftan,thus proceeds: ' Then 
flowing on through delightful plains, and diffufing 
richer, and verdure, in its progrefs at Allahabad, 
receives a rich tribute to its ftream in the waters of 
the Jumna. If we may believe the Bramins, ano- 
ther facredTiver, called the Serrafwatty joins thefe 
rivers under ground; and; therefore, this fpot, con- 
federated by the threefold junction of their waves, hat 
ever beenithe refort of devout pilgrims, from every 
province of Hindoftan, and is denominated in the 
Aveen Acfcbery— The King of worjhipped places' 
JLaurice's Indian Antiquities, vol. i, page 155- 
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crated by the threefold jun&ion of the fa- 
cred Ganges, the health-giving Jumna, 
and the unfeen, but no lefs benignant, 
Serrafwattee! I contemplated, with elevat- 
ed rapture, the jun&ion of thofe honoured 
ftreams, which here mingling their facred 
waves, diffufe the exhaulilefs treafures of 
fertility, and verdure, over the mod fa- 
voured of regions. From thefe blefled 
emblems of the myftic union of the divi* 
nities, my foul wrapt in gratitude, afcend- 
ed to the Almighty Creating Power, the 
grandeur of whofe works is only to be 
equalled by his beneficence. 

In the leffons of the venerable Pundit, 
who was our firft inftru£tor, and in the 
fublime writings of the great luminaries of 
the world, we have been taught to lift 
our hearts to him, who alone, is infinite 
in power, and goodnefs! But, alas! the 
minds of all the Bramins, I have met with 
here, are completely engrofled by the mul- 
tiplied fymbols of his attributes. From 
their company, I have received no plea- 
. fure ; from their converfation, I have 
reaped no inftrufiioh. I fhall, therefore, 
haften the period of my departure, and, 
probably, finifli this letter from Benares. 

From the Queen of Science, the fa- 
voured feat of learning, the celebrated Be- 
nares, Zaarmilla again addreffes his friend. 
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Before. I fay any. thing of a place of 
w Inch you have already heard fo much, I 
ft all proceed to inform you of my vifit to 
the Englifti officers, in the garrifon of 
Chunar. 

As I ftopt to take fome refrefhment, at 
the diftance of a few cofs from the fort, I 
was informed, by my people, that fome 
Englifti officers, who had been out on a 
hunting party, were, at that very pme, in 
the fame village. I fent to inform them of 
my intention of vifiting Chunar ; and, in 
a few minutes, I was no lefs delighted, 
than furprifed, to fee Do£tor Denbeigh en- 
ter the veranda, where I was then repofing 
myfelf. He faluted me with that glow of 
kindnefs which is excited in the bofoms of 
the benevolent, by an unexpected inter- 
view with thofe whom the hand of 
time feemed to have feparated for $ver. 
He introduced me to his companions, the 
urbanity ofwhofe manners formed a link- 
ing contraft to the plainnefs of their clrefs. 

On my arrival at Chunar, I found my- 
felf as if I had been all at once tranfported 
into a new world. Surrounded* by the 
Englifti Chiefs, whofe, drefs, whofe lan- 
guage, and whofe manners, were all fo 
different from what I had ever been accuf- 
tomed to> I could fcarcely perfuade my- 
felf that I did not wander in the realms of 
delufion. 
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At firft, all Englishmen appc ared to 
me to wear the fame afpeft, and to have 
the Tame manners. But when wonder had 
fufficiently fubfided, to admit of the calm 
accuracy of obfervation, I perceived that 
every countenance had a chara&eriftic dif- 
tindhon ; a diftin&ion which extended to 
the tones of the voice, and gefturea of the 
body. This variety, like the Raginis 
which prefide oyer mufic* ferved but to 
render harmony more pleafing. The fe- 
nior Officers fmiled at the playfal viva- 
city of their youthful friends, who frequent- 
ly ventured to exert their wit in a manner 
that could not have failed to excite refent- 
ment in lefs amiable minds. The lime of 
each was fjjent according tQ hU own tafte;. 
By fome, it was employed in the purfuit 
of literature ; and I am certain it mull ex- 
alt my new friends in the eftimation of 
Maandaara, when he is informed, that to 
the knowledge of the Perfian, many of 
the Englifli chiefs add a confiderable de- 
gree of information in the Shanfcrit lan- 
guage. The time of vacation from im- 
mediate fervice, wafted by the Muffulman 
Commanders in voluptuous indolence, is 

* The Raginis, or female paflions, are the 
Nymphs, which, according to the beautiful Allegory 
of the Hindoos, prefide over mufical founds. A 
transition of fome of the many Differtations upon 
hisfubjeft, which are to be found in the Shanicrit 
Janguage, is much to r^e wifhtd for. 
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fpent by thefe more enlightened men, in 
liudies which add to their ftock of know- 
ledge, and do honour to the genius of 
their country. It is by thefe ftrangers 
that the annals of Hindoftan, which her 
barbarian conquerors have fought to obli- 
terate in the blood of her children, fhall 
be reftored ! Already, have Temples, Pa- 
laces, and Cities, which Calli*had co- 
vered with the mantle of oblivion, beeii, 
by the indefatigable refearches of thefe fa- 
vourites of Serrafwattee, dragged to light. 

The Pagodas, whofe lofty fummits had 
fufla.ined the clouds, and palaces, which 
has once fpread their golden fronts to the 
fun, proud of being the refidence of the 
ancient Raiahs of our nation, now bow 
their time-worn heads to liften to the voice 
01 itracgers* and behold the facred cha- 
rafters, infcrtbed up6n their bofom, fa- 
miliarly perufed by a people, whofe nation 
had not fprung into exiftence at the time 
thefe toweringmonuments of Eaftern fplen- 
dour had commenced the progrefs of decay t 

I found great difficulty in tearing my- 
felf from the fociety of thefe gentlemen, 
from whom I experienced every mark of 
kindnefs, and attention : the pain of part- 
ing was, however, in fome degree alleviated 
by the promife made to me, by two of 
thefe Saibs, to rejoin me at Benares. 

*CYi!i, here fi^iufies ihc Time. 



( i*9 ) 

I embarked, for the firft time, on the 
mighty Ganges, and turning my eyes to 
take leave of the feat of hofpitality, I was 
ftruck with the appearance of the citadel, 
which feems to have arifen from the bed 
ofGanga; the piety of our fathers is ftill 
' legible on the walls of this mafly pile; 
nor has the guardian Dewtah forfaken her 
facred charge. The feat of her refidence 
remains entire. And though the refrefh- 
ing breeze of mora wafts her to the feat of 
Science, ftie fails not to return to Chunar, 
before the fultry heats of noon*., 

We gently , floated down the unruffled 
bofom of the Queen of Rivers, which ex- 
pands itfelf oh approaching Benares, and 
puts on an additional air of grandeur, in 
honour, it would feem, of this celebrated 
city. The city appears to have returned 
the compliment, and to have felefted its 
choiceft ornaments to deck the banks of 
its beneficent vifitor. Numerous and beau- 
tiful are the Pagodas, all enriched by the 
piety, and adorned by the ingenuity of our 

* The Fort of Chunar is faid to beof the higheft 
antiquity. In the citadel is a black marble flab, on. 
■which the tutelary Deity of the place is traditionally 
fuppofed at all times, to be feated; except from 
fun rife until nine o'clock in the morning ; when he 
is fuppofed to be at Benares : during which time, 
from tne fuperftition of the Hindoos, attacks may be 
made upon the fort with a profpeft of fuccefs. bee 
Hodges' Travels in India, Page 56. 

g 5 
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LETTER VIII. 

7he Same, to the Same. 



it* ROM the King of wprftiipped places*, 
the* renowned Allahabad, to the moft 
faithful of friends, Zaarmilla fends health, 
and profperity. While the divine influence 
of the facred ftream, into which I have fo 
lately plunged, continues to refrefli my 
foul, I haften to impart to thee the fenti- 
ments which have infpired my heart. But 
how fhall I defcribe to you the trahfport 
with which I beheld the facred fpot, cele- 
brated through all ages ! that fpot, confe- 

The Englifti Teader will find fome light thrown 
upon, the fubjeft of this letter, by conUilting Mr. 
Maurice's Indian antiquities, who having traced the 
progrefs of the Ganges, from the Mountains of Thi- 
bet to the plains of Hindoitan,thus proceeds: • Then 
flowing on through delightful plains, and diffufing 
riches, and verdure, in its progrefs at Allahabad, 
leceives a rich tribute to its ftream in the waters of 
the Jumna. If we may believe the Bramins, ano- 
ther facredTiver, called the Serrafwatty joins thefe 
rivers under ground; and; therefore, this fpot, con- 
fecrated by the threefold junction of their waves, has 
ever been*the refort of devout pilgrims, from every 
province of Hindoftan, and is denominated in the 
A yen Ackbery— The King of worjhipped places.* 
Maurice's Indian Antiquities, vol. i, page 155. 



( >*5 ) 

crated by the threefold jun&ion of the fa- 
cred Ganges, the health-giving Jumna, 
and the unfeen, but no lefs benignant, 
Serrafwattee ! I contemplated, with elevat- 
ed rapture, the jun&ion of thofe honoured 
ftreams, which here mingling their facred 
wave3, diffufe the exhauftlefs treafures of 
fertility, and verdure, over the mod fa- 
voured of regions. From thefe blefled 
emblems of the myftic union of the divi- 
nities, my foul wrapt in gratitude, afcend- 
ed to the Almighty Creating Power, the 
grandeur of whofe works is only to be 
equalled by his beneficence. 

In the leffons of the venerable Pundit, 
who was our firft inftrudor, and in the 
fublime writings of the great luminaries of 
the world, we have been taught to lift 
our hearts to him, who alone, is infinite 
in power, and goodnefs! But, alas! the 
minds of all the Bramins, I have met with 
here, are completely engroffed by the mul- 
tiplied fymbols of his attributes. From 
their company, I have received no plea- 
. fure ; from their converfation, I have 
reaped no inftru&ion. I fhall, therefore, 
haften the period of my departure, and, 
probably, finifli this letter from Benares. 

From the Queen of Science, the fa- 
voured feat of learning, the celebrated Be- 
nares, Za arm ilia again addreffes his friend. 
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Before I fay any. thing of a place of 
\* hich you have already heard fo much, I 
ft all proceed to inform you of my vifit to 
the Englifti officers, in the garrifon of 
Chunar.. 

As I ftopt to take fome refreftimertt, at 
the diftance of a few cofs from the fort, I 
was informed, by my people, that fome 
Englifti officers, who had been out on a 
hunting party, were, at that very pme, in 
the fame village, I fent to inform them of 
my intention of vifiting Chunar ; and, in 
a few minutes, I was no lefs delighted, 
than fai prifed, to fee Do&or Denbeigh en- 
ter the veranda, where I was then repofing 
myfelf. He faluted me with that glow of 
kindnefs which is excited in the bofoms of 
the benevolent, by an unexpected inter- 
view with thofe whom the hand of 
time feemed to have feparated for ever. 
He introduced me to his companions, the 
urbanity of \vhofe manners formed a link- 
ing contraft to the plainnefs of their drefs. 

On my arrival at Chunar, I found my- 
felf as if I had been all at once tranfported 
into a new world. Surrounded* by the 
Englifti Chiefs, whofe, drefs, whofe lan- 
guage, and whofe manners, were all fo 
different from what I had ever been accuf* 
tomed to, I could fcarcely perfuade my- 
felf that I did not wander in the realms of 
delufion. 
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At firft, all Englishmen appc ared to 
me to wear the fame afpe&, and to have 
the fame manners. But when wonder had 
fufficiently fubfided, to admit of the calm 
accuracy of obfervation, I perceived that 
every countenance had a chara&eriftic'dif- 
tin&ion ; a diftin&ion which extended to 
the tones of the voice, and geftures of the 
body. This variety, like the Raginis 
which prefide oyer mufie*, ferved but to 
render harmony more pleafing. The fe- 
nior Officers fmiled at the playful viva- 
city of their youthful friends, who frequent- 
ly ventured to exert their wit in a manner 
that could not have failed to excite refent- 
ment in lefs amiable minds. The lime of 
each, was fjjent according tQ hteown tafte;. 
By fome, it was employed in the purfuit 
of literature ; and I am certain it mull ex- 
alt my new friends in the eftimation of 
M aandaara, when he is informed, that to 
the knowledge of the Perfian, many of 
the Englifli chiefs add a confiderable de- 
gree of information in the Shanfcrit lan- 
guage. The time of vacation from im- 
mediate fervice, wafted by the Muffulman 
Commanders in voluptuous indolence, is 

* The Raginis, or female paftions, are the 
Nymphs, which, according to the beautiful Allegory 
of the Hindoos, prefide over mufical founds. A 
transition of fome of the many Differtations upon 
hisfubjeft, which are to be found in the Shanicrit 
language, is much to r^e wifhtd for. 
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fpent by thefe more enlightened men, ia 
liudies which add to their ftockof know- 
ledge, and do honour to the genius of 
their country. It is by thefe ftrangers 
that the annals of Hindoftan, which her 
barbarian conquerors have fought to obli- 
terate in the blood of her children, fhall 
be reflored ! Already, have Temples, Pa- 
laces, and Cities, which Calli*had co- 
vered with the mantle of oblivion, been, 
by the indefatigable refearches of thefe fa- 
vourites of Serrafwattee, dragged to light. 

The Pagodas, whofe lofty fummits had 
iufla.ined the clouds, and palaces, which 
has once fpread their golden fronts to the 
fun, proud of being the refidence of the 
ancient R.ajahs of our nation, now bow 
their time-worn heads to liflen to the voice 
01 ftrangers* and behold the facred cha- 
racters, inscribed op6n their bofom, fa- 
miliarly perufed by a people, whofe nation 
had not fprung into exiftence at the time 
thefe toweringmonuments of Eaftern fplen- 
dour had commenced the progrefs of decay I 

I found great difficulty in tearing my- 
felf from the fociety of thefe gentlemen, 
from whom I experienced every mark of 
kindnefs, and attention : the pain of part- 
ing was, however, in fome degree alleviated 
by the promife made to me, by two of 
thefe Saibs, to rejoin me at Benares. 

*Cal!i, here fW.ifies the Time. 
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I embarked, for the firft time, on the 
mighty Ganges, and turning my eyes to 
take leave of the feat of hofpitality, I was 
ftruck with the appearance of the citadel, 
which feems to have arifen from the bed 
ofGanga; the piety of our fathers is ftill 
' legible on the walls of this maffy pile; 
nor has the guardian Dewtah forfaken her 
facred charge. The feat of her refidence 
remains entire. And though the refrefh- 
ing breeze of morn wafts her to the feat of 
Science, fhe fails not to return to Chunar, 
before the fultry heats of noon*., 

We gently , floated down the unruffled 
bofom of the Queen of Rivers, which ex- 
pands itfelf oh approaching Benares, and 
puts on an additional air of grandeur, in 
honour, it would feem, of this celebrated 
city. The city appears to have returned 
the compliment, and to have felefled its 
choiceft ornaments to deck the banks of 
its beneficent vifitor. Numerous and beau- 
tiful are the Pagodas, all enriched by the 
piety, and adorned by the ingenuity of our 

* The Fort of Chunar is faid to beof the higheft 
antiquity. In the citadel is a black marble flab, on. 
-which the tutelary Deity of the place is traditionally 
fuppofed at all times, to be feated; except from 
fun rife until nine o'clock in the morning ; when he 
is fuppofed to be at Benares : during which time, 
from the fuperftition of the Hindoos, attacks may be 
made upon the fort with a profpeft of fuccefs. bee 
Hodges' Travels in India, Page 56. 
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LETTER VHL 

7£*Same, to the Same. 



JP ROM the King of w.orftiipped places*, 
the* renowned Allahabad, to the inoft 
faithful of friends, Zaarmilla fends health, 
and profperity. While the divine influence 
of the facred ftream, into which I have fo 
lately plunged, continues to refrefh my 
foul, I haften to impart to thee the fenti- 
ments which have infpired my heart. But 
how fhall I defcribe to you the tranfport 
with which I beheld the facred fpot, cele- 
brated through all ages ! that fpot, confe- 

The EngliQi reader will find fome light thrown 
upon, the fubjedt of this letter, by confulting Mr. 
Maurice's Indian antiquities, who having traced the 
progrefs of the Ganges, from the Mountains of Thi- 
bet to the plains of Hindoftan,thus proceeds: * Then 
flowing on through delightful plains, and diffufing 
riches, and verdure, in its progrefs at Allahabad, 
jeceives a rich tribute to its ftream in the waters of 
the Jumna. If we may believe the Bramins, ano- 
ther facred Tiver, called the Serrafwatty joins thefe 
rivers under ground; and; therefore, this fpot, con- 
fecrated by the threefold jun<ftion of their waves, has 
ever been .the refort of devout pilgrims, from every 
province of Hindoftan, and is denominated in the 
A yen Ackbery — The King of wor/hipped places.* 
Maurice's Indian Antiquities, vol. i, page 155- 
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crated by the threefold jun&ion of the fa- 
cred Ganges, the health-giving Jumna, 
and the unfeen, but no lefs benignant, 
Serrafwattee ! I contemplated, with elevat- 
ed rapture, the jundlion of thofe honoured 
ftreams, which here mingling their facred 
waves, diffufe the exhaultlefs treafures of 
fertility, and verdure, over the moft fa- 
voured of regions. From thefe blefled 
emblems of the myftic union of the divi- 
nities, my foul wrapt in gratitude, afcend- 
ed to the Almighty Creating Power, the 
grandeur of whofe works is only to be 
equalled by his beneficence. 

In the leffons of the venerable Pundit, 
who was our firft inftrudlor, and in the 
fublime writings of the great luminaries of 
the world, we have been taught to lift 
our hearts to him, who alone, is infinite 
in power, andgoodnefs! But, alas! the 
minds of all the Bramins, I have met with 
here, are completely engroffed by the mul- 
tiplied fymbols of his attributes. From 
their company, I have received no plea- 
, fure ; from their converfation, I have 
reaped no inftrudtioh. I fhall, therefore, 
haften the period of my departure, and, 
probably, finifh this letter from Benares. 

From the Queen of Science, the fa- 
voured feat of learning, the celebrated Be- 
nares, Zaarmilla again addreffes his friend. 
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Before. I fay any. thing of a place of 
w hich you have already heard fo much, I 
fhall proceed to inform you of my vifit to 
i he Englifti officers, in the garrifon of 
Chunar. 

As I ftopt to take fome refrcftiment, at 
thediftanceof a few cols from the fort, I 
was informed, by my people, that fome 
Englifh officers, who had been out on a 
hunting party, were, at that very tjme, in 
the fame village. I lent to inform them of 
my intention of vifiting Chunar ; and, in 
a few minutes, I was no lefs delighted, 
than furprifed, to fee Do&or Denbeigh en- 
ter the veranda, where I was then repofing 
myfelf. He faluted me with that glow of 
kindnefs which is excited in the bofoms of 
the benevolent, by. an unexpected inter- 
view with thofe whom the hand of 
time feemed to have feparated for ever. 
He introduced me to his companions, the 
urbanity oftohofe manners formed a ftrik- 
ing contrail to the plainnefs of their drefe. 

On my arrival at Chunar, I found my- 
felf as if I had been all at once tranfported 
into a new world. Surrounded- by the 
Englifh Chiefs, whofe drefs, whofe lan- 
guage, and whofe manners, were all fo 
different from what I had ever been accuf. 
tomed to, I could fcarcely perfuade my- 
felf that I did not wander in the realms of 
delufion. 



i 
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At firft, all EngliThmen appe ared to 
me to wear the fame afpedl, and to have 
the fame manners. Bat when wonder had 
fufficiently fubiided, to admit of the calm 
accuracy of pbfervation, I perceived that 
every countenance had a chara&eriftic'dif- 
tin&ion; a diftin&ion which extended to 
the tones of the voice, and geftures of the 
body. This variety, like the Raginis 
which prefide oyer mufie*, ferved but to 
render harmony more pleafing. The fe- 
cior Officers fmiled at the playful viva- 
city of theiryouthful friends, whofrequent- 
ly ventured to exert their wit in a manner 
that could not have failed to excite refent- 
ment in lefs amiable minds. The lime of 
.-each. was fjgent according tQ hi&owa taft^ 
By fome, it was employed in the purfuft 
oiliterature ; and I am certain it muft ex- 
alt my new friends m the eftimation of 
Maandaara, when he is informed, that to 
the knowledge of the Perfran, many of 
the Englifh chiefs add a confiderable de- 
gree of information in the Shanfcrit lan- 
guage. The time of vacation from im- 
mediate fervice, wafted by the Muffulman 
Commanders in voluptuous indolence, is 

* The Raginis, or female paflions, are the 
Nymphs, which, according to the beautiful Allegory 
of the Hindoos, prefide over mufical founds. A 
transition of fome of the many Differtations upon 
hisfubjeft, which are to be found in the Shanlcrit 
ianguage, is much to r^e wifhtd for. 
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fpent by thefe more enlightened men, in 
iiudies which add to their ftock of know- 
ledge, and do honour to the genius of 
their country. It is by thefe ftrangers 
that the annals of Hindoftan, which her 
barbarian conquerors have fought to obli- 
terate in the blood of her children, fhall 
be reftored ! Already, have Temples, Pa- 
laces, and Cities, which Calli * had co- 
vered with the mantle of oblivion, been, 
by the indefatigable refearches of thefe fa- 
vourites of Serrafwattee, dragged to light. 

The Pagodas, whofe lofty fummits had 
fufla.ined the clouds, and palaces, which 
has once fpread their golden fronts to the 
inn, proud of being the refidence of the 
ancient Rajahs of our nation, now bow 
their time-worn heads to lifiento the voice 
01 ftrangers* and behold the facred cha- 
racters, infcrtbed up6n their bofom, fa- 
miliarly perufed by a people, whofe nation 
had not fprung into exiftence at the time 
thefe towefingmonuments of Eaftern fplen- 
dour had commenced the progrefs of decay I 

I found great difficulty in tearing my- 
felf from the fociety of thefe gentlemen, 
from whom I experienced every mark of 
kindnefs, and attention : the pain of part- 
ing was, however, in fome degree alleviated 
by the promife made to me, by two of 
thefe Saibs, to rejoin me at Benares. 

^Calli, Kere fignifies the Time- 
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I embarked, for the firft time, on the 
mighty Ganges, and turning my eyes to 
take leave of the feat of hofpitality, I was 
ftruck with the appearance of the citadel, 
which feems to have arifen from the bed 
ofGanga; the piety of our fathers is ft ill 
legible on the walls of this maffy pile; 
nor has the guardian Dewtah forfaken her 
facred charge. The feat of her refidence 
remains entire. And though the refrefh- 
ing breeze of morn wafts her to the feat of 
Science, fhe fails not to return to Chunar, 
before the fultry heats of noon*., 

We gently , floated down the unruffled 
bofom of the Queen of Rivers, which ex- 
pands itfelf oh approaching Benares, and 
puts on an additional air of grandeur, in 
honour, it would feem, of this celebrated 
city. The city appears to have returned 
' the compliment, and to have felefled its 
choiceft ornaments to deck the banks of 
its beneficent vifitor. Numerous and beau- 
tiful are the Pagodas, all enriched by the 
piety, and adorned by the ingenuity of our 

*The Fort of Chunar is faid to beof the higheft 
antiquity. In the citadel is a black marble flab, on. 
-which the tutelary Deity of the place is traditionally 
fuppofed at all times, to be feated; except from 
fun rife until nine o'clock in the morning ; when he 
is fuppofed to be at Benares: during which time, 
from the fuperftition of the Hindoos, attacks may be 
made upon the fort with a prof pe A of fuccefs. bee 
Jiodges' Travels in India, rage 56. 
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anceftors ; which fee themfelves reflefled 
in the mighty ftream. Some, in moulder- 
ing ruins, tell of the injuries they have 
fuftained, not only from the infidious han4 
of Time, but from, the ruthlefs bigotry of 
the deftfoying foe. Innumerable Ghauts*, 
fome of which are highly decorated, and 
embankments, which exhibit all the fplen- 
dour and elegance of archite&ure, give ad- 
. ditional grace and beauty to this moil en- 
chanting fcene. 

My reception from the Rajah was ex- 
tremely flattering. You will, no doubt, 
be anxious for my opinion of this maa> 
who fills fo exalted a ftatibn* 

There is no trial fo dangerous to virtue, 
as profperity ; had the father of this young 
man continued to occupy the office of De- 
wan to the Aumeldarf of the province,, 
fb long filled by his grandfather, and he 
himfelf fucceeded to the fame advantage- 
ous, though fubordinate employment* he 

* Flights of fteps leading up from the nver. 
" f Bulwart Sing„ the father of Cheyt Sing, was 
the fon of Monferans,. a Bramin* who had betn ap- 
pointed (tewartf, to Rufhem Ally,, then governor of 
the province of Benares ; he fupplanted hi* matter 
and obtained the province for himfelf : and this was 
the origin of a man, called, bvfome in this country* 
a fovereign Prince ! See Broomes' Elucidation of 
the Article* of Impeachment. 
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might, perhaps, have coqdufled himfelf 
with temper, anddifcretion : but the height 
of his elevation has made him giddy : he 
wifties to quit the ftafT which has hitherto 
fupported him; and by theaffiftance of 
which he has climbed to his prefent great* 
nefs. If he fucceeds, he will probably be 
made fenfible of his folly, by the precipi- 
tancy of his fall. 

You may imagine in what manner this 
young man is impofed upon by his people, 
when I tell vou, that they have a&ually 
made him fcelieve that the prefent Go- 
vernor General is not without enemies, 
even in the Supreme Council ! Was ever 
. any thing more abfurd, than to imagine 
that men, who could poffibly -have no 
other motive for vifiting thefe regions, 
than to promote their country's glory, and 
the happinefs of mankind, ftiould yet be- 
come enemies to him who has fo eminently 
cdntributed to both ? Ridiculous idea ! 
, What is it but to imagine, that from the 
1>afe motives oi per fonal enmity , t envy offu~ . 
perior talents, or jealoufy of fuperior power, 
thefe men would prefer the ruin of a rival, 
to the glory, and prefcrvation of an em- 
pire : How unworthy of the character of 
Englilhmen! 

I was much rejoiced at the arrival of my 
two Englifh friends, whofe chief motive 
for vifiting Benares at this time, was to in- 
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fpe£t and examine the aftronomical appa- 
ratus ftill extant in the Tower of the Stars. 
Both thefe gentlemen were deeply learned 
in this divine fcience. The ftupendous 
engines conftru&cd by the ingenuity of 
our anceftors for meafuring the expanfe of 
heaven, and tracing through its tracklefs 
arch the path of its illuftrious inhabitants, 
filled their minds with ^ftoniftiment. Alas I 
that thefe evidences of the wifdom of our 
fathers fliould now ferve to mark the de- 
generacy of their children ! That fcience, 
which exalts the foul to heaven, which en- 
ables it to perufe that book of wifdom, 
where the fupreme hath written his attri- 
butes in the moft legible characters ; even 
in the golden orbs, whofe diftant glories 
' delight the eye of ignorance. That fci- 
ence, fo familiar to our fathers, is now al- 
moft loft to their unenlightened fons. But 
as the fplendid luminary of the Iky, when, 
apparently extinguifhed in darknefs> con- 
tinues ftill topurfuehiscourfe, illuminating 
with his^brightnefs the various inhabitants 
of the earth ; fo doth the Goddefs of Science 
pw fue her radiant journey ; and when we 
vainly imagine 4 fhe is gone for ever, if we 
open the eyes of .our understanding, we 
fliall fee her beaming with redoubled luftre 
on the children of another hemifphere. 
Thefe ftrangers could, at one glance, 
comprehend the ufe of thofe inftruments >v 
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which the Puadits, who attended us, could 
not explain; and I foon found that the 
knowledge imparted to as upon thisfub- 
je&, by our reverend teacher, was but ig- 
norance, compared to their fuperior at- 
tainments. Need we farther proof that the 
fpirit of Brahma is not confined to any par- 
ticular region, but extendeth over his 
great creation ? 

In the convidlion of this truth, I have 
v determined to devote fome months to the 
, cultivation of a more intimate acquaintance 
with thofe, who arefo well qualified to im- 
v. part the light of knowledge to my mind. 
I have now fulfilled the purpofe of my 
journey to Benares, but have no pleafure 
in the thoughts of returning to Almora. 
Alas! wherefore fliould I return ? The lamp 
of love is extinguifhed in my N dwelling, 
and darknefs refts upon my pleafant 
bowers. To my friend, and to my lifter, 
I can, with confidence, entruft the only 
. treafure that interefts my hearty Yes, Za- 
marcanda, I know that thou wilt watch 
with a mother's care over the helplefs in- 
fancy of my child. May the Gods of bur 
nation teward thy tendernefs ! 
What can I fay more ! - 
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fpent by thefe more enlightened men, in 
iiudies which add to their ftock of know- 
ledge, and do honour to the genius of 
their country. It is by thefe ftrangers 
that the annals of Hindoftan, which her 
barbarian conquerors have fought to obli- 
terate in the blood of her children, fhall 
be reftored ! Already, have Temples, Pa- 
laces, and Cities, which Calli*had co- 
vered with the mantle of oblivion, been, 
by the indefatigable refearches of thefe fa- 
vourites of Serral wattee, dragged to light. 

The Pagodas, whofe lofty fummits had 
fufla.ioed the clouds, and palaces, which 
has once fpread their golden fronts to the 
fun, proud of being the refidence of the 
ancient Rajahs of our nation, now bow 
their time-worn heads to lifieii to tbevoice 
01 ftrangers* and behold the facred cha- 
racters, infcribed updn their bofom, fa- 
miliarly perufed by a people, whofe nation 
had not fprung into exiftence at the time 
thefe tower ingmonuments of Eaftern fplen- 
dour had commenced the progrefs of decay t 

I found great difficulty in tearing my- 
felf from the fociety of thefe gentlemen, 
from whom I experienced every mark of 
kindnefs, and attention: the pain of part- 
ing was, however, in fome degree alleviated 
by the promife made to me, by two of 
thefe Saibs, to rejoin me at Benares. 

*Cal!i > here fi^nifies the Time. 
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I embarked, for the firft time, on the 
mighty Ganges, and turning my eyes to 
take leave of the feat of hofpitality, I was 
ftruck with the appearance of the citadel, 
which feems to have arifen from the bed 
ofGanga; the piety of our fathers is ftill 
legible on the walls of this maffy pile; 
nor has the guardian Dewtah forfaken her 
facred charge. The feat of her refidence 
remains entire. And though the refrefh- 
ing breeze of morn wafts her to the feat of 
Science, fhe fails not to return to Chunar, 
before the fultry heats of noon*., 

We gently . floated down the unruffled 
bofom of the Queen of Rivers, which ex- 
pands itfelf oh approaching Benares, and 
puts on an additional air of grandeur, in 
honour, it would feem, of this celebrated 
city. The city appears to have returned 
' the compliment, and to have felefled its 
choiceft ornaments to deck the banks of 
its beneficent vifitor. Numerous and beau- 
tiful are the Pagodas, all enriched by the 
piety, and adorned by the ingenuity of our 

* The Fort of Chunar is faid to beof the higheft 
antiquity. In the citadel is a black marble flab, on. 
which the tutelary Deity of the place is traditionally 
fuppofed at all times, to be feated; except from 
fun rife until nine o'clock in the morning ; when he 
is fuppofed to be at Benares : during which time, 
from the fuperftition of the Hindoos, attacks may be 
made upon the fort with a prof pe A of fuccefs. bee 
Hodges* Travels in India, Page 56. 

g s 
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anceftors ; which fee themfelves reflefied 
in the mighty ftream. Some, in moulder- 
ing ruins, tell of the injuries they have 
fuftained, not only from the infidious hand 
of Tiifte, but from, the ruthlefs bigotry of 
the deftroying foe. Innumerable Ghauts** 
fome of which are highly decorated, and 
embankments, which exhibit all the fplen- 
dour and elegance of archite&ure, give ad- 
ditional grace and beauty to this moll en- 
chanting fcene. 

My reception from the Rajah was ex- 
tremely flattering. You will, no doubt» 
be anxious for my opinion of this ma»» 
who fills fo exalted a ftatron. 

There is no trial fo dangerous to virtue* 
as profperity ; had the father of this young 
man continued to occupy the office of De- 
wan to the Aumeldarf of the province,, 
fb long filled by his grandfather, and he 
hunfelf fucceeded to the fame advantage- 
ous, though fubordinate employment* he 

* Flights of fteps leading up from the river. 
" f Bulwart Sing„ the father of Chejt Sing, was 
the fon of Monferans,. a Bramin^ who had been ap- 
pointed Reward to Rufhem Ally, then governor of 
the province of Benares ; he fupplanted his mailer 
and obtained the province for himfelf : and this was 
tbe origin of a man, called, by fome in this country* 
a fovereign Prince! See Broomes' Elucidation of 
the Articles- of Impeachment. 
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might, perhaps, have coqdufled himfelf 
with temper, anddifcretion : but the height 
of his elevation has made him giddy : he 
wifhes to quit the ftaff which has hitherto 
fupported him ; and by the affiftance of 
which he has climbed to his prefent great* 
nefs. If he fucceeds, he will probably be 
made fenfible of his folly, by the precipi- 
tancy of his fall. 

You may imagine in what manner this 
young man is impofed upon by his people, 
when I tell you, that they have a&ually 
- made him relieve that the prefent Go- 
vernor General is not without enemies, 
even in the Supreme Council ! Was ever 
.any thing more abfurd, than to imagine 
that men, who could poffibly "have no 
other motive for vifiting thefe regions, 
than to promote their country's glory, and 
the happinefs of mankind, mould yet be- 
come enemies to him who has fo eminently 
cdntributed to both ? Ridiculous idea ! 
, What is it but to imagine, that from the 
1>afe motives ofperfonal enmity ^envy of fit- . 
perior talents, or jealoufy of fuperior power, 
thefe men would prefer the ruin of a rival, 
to the glory, and preservation of an em- 
pire : How unworthy of the character of 
, Englifhmen! 

I was much rejoiced at the arrival of my 
two Englifh friends, whofe chief motive 
for vifiting Benares at this .time, was to in- 
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fpe£t and examine the aftronomical appa* 
ratus ftill extant in the Tower of the Stars. 
Both thefe gentlemen were deeply learned 
in this divine fcience. The ftupendous 
engines conftru&cd by the ingenuity of 
our anceftors for meafuring the expanie of 
heaven, and tracing through its tracklefs 
arch the path of its illuftrious inhabitants, 
filled their minds with ^ftonifhment. Alas I 
that thefe evidences of the wifdora of our 
fathers fhould now ferve to mark the de- 
generacy of their children ! That fcienee, 
which exalts the foul to heaven, which en- 
ables it to perufe that book of wifdom, 
where the fupreme hath written his attri- 
butes in the moft legible characters ; even 
in the golden orbs, whofe diftant glories 
' delight the eye of ignorance. That fci- 
ence, fo familiar to our fathers, is now al- 
moft loft to their unenlightened fons. But 
as the fplendid luminary of the Iky, when, 
apparently extinguifhed in darknefs, con- 
tinues ftill topurlbehiscourfe, illuminating 
with hislOrightnefs the various inhabitants 
of the earth ; fo doth the Goddefs of Science 
pizrfue her radiant journey ; and when we 
vainly imagine* Ihe is gone for ever, if we 
open the eyes of our underftanding, we 
fhall fee her beaming with redoubled luftre 
on the children of another hemifphere. 
Thefe ftraugers could, at one glance, 
comprehend the ufe of thofe inftruments^ 
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which the Pundits, who attended us, could 
not explain; and I foon found that the 
knowledge imparted to us upon thisfub- 
jeft, by our reverend teacher, was but ig- 
norance, compared to their fuperior at- 
tainments. Need we farther proof that the 
fpirit of Brahma is not confined to any par- 
ticular region, but extendeth over his 
great creation ? 

In the convi£lion of this truth, I have 
N determined to devote fome months to the 
, cultivation of a more intimate acquaintance 
with thofe, who arefo well qualified to im- 
v part the light of knowledge to my mind. 
I have now fulfilled the purpofe of my 
journey to Benares, but have no pleafure 
in the thoughts of returning to Almora. 
Alas! wherefore fhould I return ? The lamp 
of love is extinguifhed in my dwelling, 
and darknefs refts upon my plea/ant 
bowers. To my friend; and to my fitter, 
I can, with confidence, entruft the only 
. treafure that interefts my heart.. Yes, Za- 
marcanda, I know that thou wilt watch 
with a mother's care over the helplefs in- 
fancy of my child. May the Gods of bur 
nation reward thy tendernefs ! 
Wh^t can I fay more ! - 
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fpent by thefe more enlightened men, in 
iiudies which add to their ftockof know- 
ledge, and do honour to the genius of 
their country. It is by thefe ftrangers 
that the annals of Hindoftan, which her 
barbarian conquerors have fought to obli- 
terate in the blood of her children, lhall 
be reftored ! Already, have Temples, Pa- 
laces, and Cities, which Calli*had co- 
vered with the mantle of oblivion, been, 
by the iudefatigable refearches of thefe fa- 
vourites of Serrafwattee, dragged to light. 

The Pagodas, whofe lofty fummits had 
Tuftaioed the clouds, and palaces, which 
has once fpread their golden fronts to the 
fun, proud of being the refidence of the 
ancient Raiahs of our nation, now bow 
their time-worn heads to liftento the voice 
01 ftrangerSj and behold the facred cha- 
racters, infcribed updn their bofom, fa- 
miliarly perufed by a people, whofe nation 
had not fprung into exiftence at the time 
thefe towering monuments of Eaftem fplen- 
dourhadcomrnencedthe progrefs of decay I 

I found great difficulty in tearing my- 
felf from the fociety of thefe gentlemen, 
from whom I experienced every mark of 
kindnefs, and attention : the pain of part- 
ing was, however, in fome degree alleviated 
by the promife made to me, by two of 
thefe Saibs, to rejoin me at Benares. 

*Cal!i, here fi^mfies the Time. 
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I embarked, for the firft time, on the 
mighty Ganges, and turning my eyes to 
take leave of the feat of hofpitality, I was 
ftruck with the appearance of the citadel, 
which feems to have arifen from the bed 
ofGanga; the piety of our fathers is ft ill 
' legible on the walls of this maffy pile; 
nor has the guardian Dewtah forfaken her 
facred charge. The feat of her refidence 
remains entire. And though the refrefh- 
ing breeze of morn wafts her to the feat of 
Science, fhe fails not to return to Chunar, 
before the fultry heats of noon*., 

We gently , floated down the unruffled 
bofom of the Queen of Rivers, which ex- 
pands itfelf oh approaching Benares, and 
puts on an additional air of grandeur, in 
honour, it would feem, of this celebrated 
city. The city appears to have returned 
the compliment, and to have felefled its 
choiceft ornaments to deck the banks of 
its beneficent vifitor. Numerous and beau- 
tiful are the Pagodas, all enriched by the 
piety, and adorned by the ingenuity of our 

*The Fort of Chunar is faid to beof the higheft 
antiquity. In the citadel is a black marble flab, on. 
-which the tutelary Deity of the place is traditionally 
fuppofed at all times, to be feated; except from 
fun rife until nine o'clock in the morning ; when he 
is fuppofed to be at Benares : during which time, 
from the fuperftition of the Hindoos, attacks may be 
made upon the fort with a profpeA of fuccefs. bee 
Hodges' Travels in India, Page 56. 
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anceftors ; which fee thcmfelves refle&ed 
ia the mighty ftream. Some, in moulder- 
ing ruins, tell of the injuries they have 
fuftained, not only from the infidious hand 
of Tirtie, but from, the ruthlefs bigotry of 
the deftfoying foe. Innumerable Ghauts*, 
fome of which are highly decorated, and 
embankments, which exhibit all the fplen- 
dour and elegance of archite&ure, give ad- 
ditional grace and beauty to this moil en- 
chanting fcene. 

My reception from the Rajah was ex- 
tremely flattering. Tou will, no doubt, 
be anxious for my opinion of this maa > 
who fills fo exalted a ftation* 

There is no trial fo dangerous to virtue* 
as profperity ; had the father of this young 
man continued to occupy the office of De- 
wan to the Aumeldarj; of the province, 
fb long filled by his grandfather, and he 
himfelf fucceeded to the fame advantage- 
ous, though fubordinate employment* he 

* Flights of fteps leading up from the river. 
" t Bulwart Sing,, the father oi Cheyt Sing, was 
the fon of Monferans,. a Bramin,. who had been ap- 
pointed fieward to Rufhem Ally, then governor of 
the province of Benares ; he fupplanted his mailer 
and obtained the province for himfelf: and this was 
the origin of a man, called, by fome in this country* 
a fovereign Prince ! See Broomes' Elucidation of 
the Article* of Impeachment 



( i3«.) 

might, perhaps, have coqdufted himfelf 
with temper, and discretion : but the height 
of his elevation has made him giddy : he 
wifties to quit the ftaff which has hitherto 
fupported him ; and by the affiftance of 
which he has climbed to his prefent great- 
nefs. If he fucceeds, he will probably be 
made fenfible of his folly, by the precipi- 
tancy of his fall. ^ , 

You may imagine in what manner this 
young man is impofed upon by his people, 
when I tell you, that they have adlually 
- made him relieve that the prefent Go- 
vernor General is not without enemies, 
even in the Supreme Council ! Was ever 
. any thing more abfurd, than to imagine 
that men, who could poffibly -have no 
other motive for vifning thefe regions^ 
than to promote their country's glory, and 
the happinefs of mankind, mould yet be- 
come enemies to him who has fo eminently 
contributed to both ? Ridiculous idea ! 
What is it but to imagine, that from the 
1>afe motives of perfonal enmity, envy offu- - 
ferior talents, or jealoufy of fuperior power, 
thefe men would prefer the ruin of a rival, 
to the glory, and prefervation of an em- 
pire : How unworthy of the character of 
Englifhmen! 

I was much rejoiced at the arrival of my 
two Englifti friends, whofe chief motive 
for vifiting Benares at tbis.time, was to in- 
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fpe£t and examine the aftronomical appa- 
ratus ftill extant in the Tower of the Stars. 
Both thefe gentlemen were deeply learned 
in this divine fcience. The ftupendous 
engines conftru&cd by the ingenuity of 
our anceftors for meafui ing the expanfe of 
heaven, and tracing through its tracklefs 
arch the path of its illuftrious inhabitants, 
filled their minds with ^ftonifhment. Alas I 
that thefe evidences of the wifdom of our 
fathers fhould now ferve to mark the de- 
generacy of their children ! That fcience, 
which exalts the foul to heaven, which en- 
ables it to perufe that book of wifdom, 
where the fupreme hath written his attri- 
butes in the moft legible characters ; even 
in the golden orbs, whofe diftant glories 
' delight the eye of ignorance. That fci- 
ence, fo familiar to our fathers, is now al- 
moft loft to their unenlightened fons. But 
as the fplendid luminary of the Iky, when, 
apparently extinguifhed in darknefs, con- 
tinues ftill topurfuehiscourfe, illuminating 
with his^brightnefs the various inhabitants 
of the earth ; fo doth the Goddefs of Science 
purfue her radiant journey ; and when we 
vainly imagine fhe is gone for ever, if we 
open the eyes of our underftanding, we 
fhall fee her beaming with redoubled luftre 
on the children of another hemifphere. 
Thefe ftrangers could, at one glance, 
comprehend the ufe of thofe inftrumenls,^ 
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which the Pundits, who attended us, could 
not explain; and I foon found that the 
knowledge imparted to us upon thisfub- 
jeft, by our reverend teacher, was but ig- 
norance, compared to their fuperior at- 
tainments. Need we farther proof that the 
fpirit of Brahma is not confined to any par- 
ticular region, but extendeth over his 
great creation ? 

In the convidlion of this truth, I have 
N determined to devote fome months to the 
. cultivation of a more intimate acquaintance 
with thofe, who arefo well qualified to im- 
v part the light of knowledge to my mind. 
I have now fulfilled the purpofe of my 
journey to Benares, but have no pleafure 
in the thoughts of returning to Almora. 
Alas! wherefore fhould I return ? The lamp 
of love is extinguifhed in my dwelling, 
and darknefs refts upon my plea/ant 
bowers. To my friend, and to my fitter, 
I can, with confidence, entruft the only 
. treafure that interefls my hearty Yes, Za- 
marcanda, I know that thou wilt watch 
with a mother's care over the helplefs in- 
fancy of my child. May the Gods of bur 
nation reward thy tendernefs ! 
What can I fay more ! 



i '34 ) 
LETTER X. 

From the same, to the same. 

WHOSE happinefs, fafch the wife 
inftru&or, * is equal to that of the man 
who hath a friend to live with, a friend to 
converfe with, and a friend to embrace ;* 
and fuch hagpinefs k is now my deftiny to 
enjoy. Behold me at Calcutta, under {he 
fame roof with the gentle Saib, who fras 
the choice friend of the ever-lamented 
Percy ! 

Once more embarking on the bofom 
of the beneficent Ganga, I was conduced 
by the gentle Goddefs to Patna, where 
the firft perfon that met my arrival wa$ 
jio other than Captain Grey himfelf. He 
inftantly recognifed me, and received me 
with the fpontaneous glow of cordial affec- 
tion. The few days that I remained there, 
were chiefly occupied in viewing that an- 
cient city, which the refidence of the Eng- 
lifli has recalled to the vigour of life. No- 
thing has more forcibly ftruck my mind, 
in the whole courfe of my journey, than 
the amazing contrail, in point of fertility 
and cultivation, between the territories of 
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the Chriftian, and the Muflulman Lords oi 
Hindoftan. In the Muffulman diftri&s, 
we behold ruined villages, where, inftead 
of the cheerfhl noife of the mechanic, or 
the mingled hum of light-hearted loqua- 
city, univerfal filence reigns ; nor, in fome 
once populous diftri&s, does any human 
figure meet the eye, fave that of fome fo- 
litary Bramin, who abforbed in contem- 
plation, forfakes the haunts of men. £p 

The chief ftations of the Englifh, oa 
the contrary, may eafily be traced by the 
flourifhing ftate of the country, which fur- 
rounds them: there the peafant throws 
the grain into the liberal bofom of the 
earth with cheerfulnefs ; allured, that he 
ihall reap the reward of his toil. Having 
paid his rent, he knows that the remainder 
will be his own; nor feajs that it will be 
wrefted from him by the open violence of 
the fpoiler, or feized by the hard hand of 
rapacious avarice. Even when the heavens 
withheld their fanftifyingdiftillationsfrom 
the thirfty earth, and ghaftty famine ftalked 
through the provinces around, the benig- 
nant charity of the Englifh Chiefs fuftained 
the lives of thoufands : and thoufands 
more would have been faved from perifh* 
ing, had their religious principles permit- 
ted them to accept ihe proffered bounty*. 

* The Englifh reader may perhaps, object to 
the account oi' the Rajah, as being very different 
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The day after my arrival at Patna, Cap- 
tain Grey received the agreeable news of 
his having been promoted, by the Gover- 
nor general, to a new appointment, which 
% demanded his immediate attendance at Cal- 
cutta. It was with pleafure that I accepted 
his obliging invitation to accompany hini 
thither. Several of his friends agreed to 
. be of the party. We proceeded in Budge- 
rows, furniflied with every accommodati- 
on that could add pleafure to this delightful 
voyage. 

As the channel of the river enlarged, 
•my heart bounded within me at the expanfe 
of waters which furrounded me. * Yet what 
is this ttream, in all its majefty/ exclaimed 
I, ' in comparifon of that mighty ocean! 
that fathomlefs abyfs ! which all thefe Eu- 
ropeans have already pafled.* Such is the 
degree of knowledge to be acquired in re- 
tirement, compared to the attainments of 
. thofe, whofe bofoms receive the waters 
of wifdom, flowing through the thoufand 
channels of experience ! 

The novelty of the pi&urefque, and 

beautiful fcenery, that frequently presented 

itfelf to our eyes, produced anoniftiment 

.and delight ; but the uncommon traits of 

from the tale of horrors, which has beenfo generally 
received. Which account comes neareft to the truth, 
thofe who have been eye witneffes of the fcene de- 
' fcribed, can beft determine. 
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chara£ter, which I obferved in forae of my 
companions, exhibited a novelty ftillmore 
interefting. As an example, I fhall only 
attempt to. defcribe to you a few of thdfe 
features, in the charadter of one young 
Officer, from which you may form fome 
idea of the many fubjedls of wonder with 
which a ftrange.r is furrounded when he 
enters into the fociety of Chriftians. 

The firft thing that attra&ed my atten- 
tion toward this young man, was the beau- 
ty of his countenance ; but the prepoffef- 
fion was ibon done away by the familiarity 
of his manners, and that indecorous want 
of refped toward his fuperiors, which gave 
me inconceivable difguft. When the fe- 
nior Chiefs opened their lips to fpeafe, in- 
ftead of liftening in mute attention to the 
words of wifdom which proceeded from 
their* mouths, he interrupted their dif* 
courfe with fome fally of wit, which not 
unfrequently prefented all they had faid in 
fo ridiculous a point of view, as to excite 
the laughter of all prefent. Judge how this 
Ihocked and offended me ? Not a day paf- 
fed, in which he diet not perform fome 
wild pranks 5 in thefe however, there was 
fuch a mixture of pleafantry, as to force 
mirth to get the better of anger. On ex- 
preffing to Captain Grey my furprife at 
the lenity with which this young man 
was treated, even by thofe who fuffered 



( »38 ) 

from him, he gave me to underftand thaU 
the follies, of which I complained, were 
©ccafioned by a difeafe, called, hi their - 
language, high spirits; a malady pecu- 
liar to the climates of Europe. This in- 
formation quickly changed my averfion 
for the poor youth into companion ; but, 
furely, if this difeafe be very common in 
thofe clinaates, it muft be extremely trou*- 
blefome : how happy is it, that it is not 
infe&ious ? I was very forry to learn that 
he intended being of our party to Cal- 
cutta, and avoided, as much as poffible^ • 
having any communication with him; but N 
my efforts were vain ; his diforder made 
him fo reftlefs, that he never remained in 
« one part of the BudgcjQW for ten minutes 
at one time. 

It would be endlefe to repeat all the 
fooleries of this youth, during our voyage; 
I fhall only mention the following, which 
will be fufficient to give you an idea of the 
effe&s of kighfpirits. 

It was on an evening of unparalleled beau- 
ty. The air, which had juft been refrefhed 
by a North-wefter*, breathed fweet frag- 
rance ; delightful as the reconciliation of 
friends, yr hen the clouds of refentment have 
been diffipated by the fun of truth. The 
clear blue Iky faw itfelf refledted on the un- 

* A. term ufejiin India far a particular fpecies of 
hurricane. 
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roffled bofom of the Queen of Rivers, On 
the right hand, the lovely Goddefs ftretch- 
\ed her majeftic waves to fuch a diftance, 
that the prominent and lofty banks, which 
formed her weftern girdle, appeared to 
oar view as a black line touching the 
horizon. At lefs than half a cofs diftance 
on the left, a richly cultivated coun- 
try fmiled upon us, through the various 
openings of a Mango grove j which fre- 
quently intruded upon the verdant flope, 
to kife the trefles of Ganga. 

We were tempted by the beauty of the 
evening to go on fhore, ibmewhat fooner 
than ufual : on our landing, innumerable 
flocks of peacocks, lorys, and other inha- 
bitants of the grove were in motion, who, 
waving their refplcndcnt plumage in the 
golden rays of the declining fun, gave an 
additional charm to the graces of this love- 
ly landfcape*. 

A walk to the next village was pro- 
pofed, and agreed to by all the party, ex- 
cepting one little fat mat), who Teemed, 

* A late writer (Mr. BeUham, in his reign of 
George the Third) in portraying the horrid deeds of 
our countrymen in India, and the calamitous Hate to 
which, that country was reduced, through their op- 
preffions, thus expreffes himfelf : * Striking, indeed, 
is the contrail between the fituation of the country at 
this period, and that which we were told it enjoyed, 
in the happy times of the Mogul Government, The 
kingdom of Bengal, during a long period of peaceful 
repofe, isdefenbedas (then) exhibiting the moft 
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upon all occafions, to make the ftudy of 
his own eafe the principal objeft of his 
Concern: and whofe extreme felfiftmefs 
had given frequent difguftfo all his fellow 
voyagers. To him young Cooper attach- 
ed himfelf, declaring that he could not 
think of leaving alone, in a ftrange coun- 
try, fo valuable a gentleman. Pleafed at 
this inftance of his benevolence, we com- 
mended his good-nature, and proceeded 
on our walk. 

charming and pi&urefque fcenery, opening into ex- 
tenfive glades, covered with a fine turf, and inter- 
fperfed with woods, filled with a variety of birds of 
beautiful colours j among others, peacocks in abundance* 
fitting on the vaft horizontal branches, difplayed 
their dazzling plumes to the fun/ &c. 

The^bejievOleut^eadejr will be happy to learn.from 
the account of the Rajah, confirraedTby Che vtewrof 
a late ingenious traveller (Mr. Hodges) that the race 
of peacocks has not been utterly exterminated by the 
cruel rapacity of the Britiifh Governors of Bengal ! 
If the mifreprefentations of- credulity had been always 
reftrained to external obje&s, their confutation would 
have been an eafy talk. But who can follow the hif- 
toriaa who pretends to expofe the fecret workings 
of the human mind, and purfues the victim of his pre- 
judice even' to the throne of God! Who, fpeaking 
of the unfortunate death of a man, whofe fervices had 
been an acknowledged benefit to his country, could 
prefume to fay, that though acquitted at the higheft 
human tribunal, he could not acquit himfelf, or hope 
for acquittal at that far more awful tribunal at which 
he dreaded to appear ? Hiflory of the Reign of 
George the Third, vol. i, page 355. 
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Following the courfe of the tracrfparent 
Nullah*, on whofe banks we had landed, 
we foon arrived at a fmall village, moft of 
whofe peaceful inhabitants we found bufied 
at their looms, beneath the friendly fhade 
of a far fpreading banyan; In one of the 
hundred arbours formed by the descending 
branches, fat a mufician, who ^oftly touch- 
ed the chords. of a vena : to the fweet 
found of which, the women, aijd children, 
were liftening with mute attention. 

Our approach prefented a new obje& to 
their curiofity. The mufic had ceafed ; 
but was renewed at the requeft of Captaio 
Grey, who entreated we might give no 
interruption, either to their labours, or 
anlufement. 

, Mean time the chief of the village drew 
near, to perform the duties of hofpitality. 
A young officer who faw him advancing, 
haftily enquired, in Englifh, whether we 
could be fupplied with milk from the vil- 
lage ? * Archa Sahib, tomorrow Mulluk, §* 
replied the villager, making a profound 
reverence. ' To-morrow wont do for us, 
friend,' replied the officer, c we can't #ay 
here all night.' And returning to Captain 

* Small ft reams. 

§ Is not this your country? — command i^ it what, 
you pleafc 1 
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Grey j c we have had a fruitlefs errand,* 
faid he, • for the old man here, fays, we* 
can have no milk till to-morrow/ 

The poor fellow, who had been greatly 
mortified by the abrupt manner in which 
the gentleman had received his offered ci- 
vilities, now repeated them to Captain 
Grey in the fame terms, who laughed very 
heartily at his friend, for fuffering the ca- 
fual refembiance between the found of an 
Englifh and a Bengal word to lead him 
into fuch a miftake. 

Having received from the village an 
ample fupplyof the articles we wanted, 
we returned, in fearch of our friends, fol- 
lowed by a train of villagers, loaded with 
milk, eggs, fruit, &c. 

We foon reached the Mango grove, 
but what was our furprife, on entering it; 
to fee the poor fat gentleman (training his 
unwieldy limbs to grafp the trunk of a 
Jarge tree, which he was attempting to 
climb, as fail as his untoward bulk would 
permit. Panting for • breath, he call a 
look of defpair on ycung Cooper, who fat 
perching on a bough of the fame tree a- 
bove ; and whofe voice we heard from a 
confiderable diftance, vehemently urging 
his corpulent companion to proceed : « but 
two or. three feet farther, my dear fir, and 
you will be out of all danger,' cried he. 
The poor gentleman made an effort, but 
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flipped back in the fame fituation. * One 
other attempt, for heaven's fake, my dear 
fir/ relumed Cooper, c or the tyger will 
lay hold of your poor limbs.' * Gra- 
cious heaven!' cried the gentleman in 
agony* - At thefe words he caft a glance 
around which was fully defcriptive of the 
horrors of his fituation. On perceiving 
us, he fhouted out, that Cooper had feen 
a tyger: befeeching us, at the fame time, 
to aflift him, and take care of ourfelves. 
Captain Grey who immediately appre- 
hended fome trick of young Cooper,- en- 
quired of the villagers, whether any ty- 
ger had been lately feen in the neighbour- 
hood ? and, being anfwered in the nega- 
tive, he prevailed on the poor gentleman 
to defcend. On further inveftigation, it 
appeared that the young gentleman had 
been feized with a paroxyfm of his difeafe 
in our abfence, and "that the (lory of the 
tyger had been invented by him, in order 
to throw his poor unfufpefting comp^pion 
iato the awkward fituation in which we 
found him ; and of which he produced, 
next morning fo admirable a drawing, as 
.excited a laughter in all who faw it : from 
me I confefs, it extorted an unwilling 
finile. But thefe Europeans do not feem 
to think the* entertainment, that is purcha- 
sed at the expence of. the feelings of an- 
other, is too dearly paid for. 
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We arrived at Calcutta in the night, 
and went dire&ly to the houfe of a friend 
of Captain Grey's, where, according to 
the rules of hofpitality, eftablifhed in this 
place, we were both invited to take up 
our abode. 

The Governor General is now in the 
country, and as it is not proper that I 
ftiould appear, till after I have been intro- 
duced to him, I lhall have nothing of any 
confequence to write for fome days* 

It has always been my intention to com- 
municate to you a faithful copy of the firft 
impreffion made upon my jnind, by every 
new objeft prefented to it ; but knowing 
the aptitude of ignorance to fall into the 
pkth of error, I am not without apprehen- 
sions, that, while I intend to inform, I 
may poffibly miflead. This fhali not, how- 
ever, Ideter me from purfuing my plan, 
but only render me more careful in form- 
ing my judgment. 

Experience has already taught me, that 
the conclufions, which are formed with 
precipitance, are almoft always retraced 
with fhame : thus, for inftance, when I 
hear thefe Chriftians introducing, in fami- 
liar convei fation, the name of their Al- 
mighty Creator , upon the moft trifling oc- 
cafions ; nay, fometimes, as it would ap- 
pear, merely to fapply the lack of matter, 
and to fill the chaftns ofconverfation; I 
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can Scarcely forbear from accufiog them of 
impiety. But a moment's reflexion con- 
vinces me of the abfurdity of fuppofing 
that they, who boaft the light and privi- 
leges of a divine revelation, can be guilty 
of irreverence to the Supreme ! I there- 
fore ^conclude, that wheti thefe Cbriftians 
poqpunce, with fo much eafe, that Name, 
which is held, by every pious Hindoo, ia 
t<jo great reverence to be uttered, except 
upon the graved, and moil foleran occa- 
sions; and which no faithful Muffulmaa 
wasever known to pronounce, without a 
paufe, it is from a teiifcioufhefs of their 
own fuperior piety, which they, doubttefs, 
imagine, entitles them to this degree of 
familiarity with their Maker. 

Another inftance of the fam? kind hap 
occurred to me, in an expreflion much uj, 
*ife, the meaning of which, on applying 
to the*K$ionary, I found to be that of 
the eternal puniftment vf the foul in hell J I 
fhuddercd to think, how often I had heard 
this dreadful doom pronounced by fome 
of my fellow-travellers, not only on their 
■pwn fouls, but on that of many of their 
brethren 1 but, on more maturely confi- 
clering the matter, I found it more agree* 
able jo the precepts of their religion, as 
well as to the dictates of common f$nfe, 
to conclude, that in my imperfect know- 
ledge of the language, tbe negative had 

Vol, I. H 
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e Heaped me : and thus, what founded in 
my ears as the moll dreadful imprecation, 
was, in reality, an ejaculation uttered la 
the ipirit of that charity, which teaches to 
pray for their enemies, even in the mo- . 
ment of wrath. Looking upon it in tfys 
proper light, I opuld not but admire the 
fervor with which I laft night heard many 
petitions of this Jcind preferred for the 
foul of a General Officer, who had intro- 
duced certain regulations into the fervice, 
by which thefe gentlemen confidened them- 
felv.es aggrieved. And I makejoo doubt, 
that had the jmmadverfjans<jf thefe young 
riicn "been reported to him, he would 
have had the charity to prajp for them 
with fimilar fervency ! 

' A great man, 1 faith he whofe words 
are incomparable in wifdom, 'fhould fpeak 
kindly, without meannefs ; he fhould be 
valiant/ without Jboafting ; he fhould be 
generous, fhedding his bounty into the 
dilh of the worthy ; he fhould be refobte, 
but not rafh.' This is the chaxa&er of a 
great man * ! And iuch a one have 1 this 
day feen. 

It would be vain to attempt deferring 
*o you my feelings, while I 4lood in the 
prefence of this truly exalted perfonage. 
Of him, who uniting the lofty fpirit of 

• See Hcetopaclts. 



( 147 ) 

ihe renowned Acbar *, with the penetrat- 
ing, and comprehensive genius, of his 
it ill piore renowned minifter, . has ftiewn 
iiircrfelf fuperior to both, in fcherries of 
found and extenfive policy; as w-eli as in 
that pure, and irfeffed fpirit of humanity, 
which Jusdiftinguiflaed every a& of his 
adminiftration. 

The pious Hindoo, no longer forced 
*o fubmit to laws, that are repugnant to 
•the fpirit of hi$ faith ^ ao longer judged by 
the unhallowed ordinances of ftrangers, 
beholds, with extatic gratitude, the holy 
Shaftcr f rifing, at the command of this 
.enlightened Governor, to be once more 
*he ftandard <*f bis obedience. 

The fame benevolence, which has ref- 
tored to our nation the invaluable privi- 
lege of being tried by our own laws^ has 
projected theextenfionof the, fame favour 
to the Mahojnmaden inhabitants of Hin- 
-doftan. A translation of the HedayaJ, both 

* The Emperor AcW was the cotemporary of 
x>ur Queen Elizabeth, and h one of the few monarchs 
on whofe chandler pofterityxan dwellrwith feelings 
*of refped and admiration. The choice of fitch- a mi- 
nifter as the great Abual Fuael, is a fufficient proof 
ef his penetration. Kindred, fouls naturally difcover 
each other. 

t Code of Gentoo Law*> tranflated by Mr. Hal 
h*d. 

§ Commentary on the Muffulman Laws, UaxtfUtf 
ed by Mr. Hamilton* 

h 2 



into the Perfian and Englifb languages, I 
am well affiled, is about to take place, 
and thus the haughty Muflblman will re- 
ceive, from Cbriftian magnanimity, a de- 
gree of favour and protection, which the , 
laws of his Prophet never taught him to 
befto w ! Surely, one fadh act is worth a. 

-thoufandof thofe deeds of heroes, whtffc 
fame is written in letters of hlood, upon 
the fields of cfcfolationl juft as it is faid, 
that * truth being weighed againft a thou- 
iand JJhmavedffjugs, was found to be of 
more confequqnee than the thoufand oflfer- 
iugs* 

At the hoafe of the Governor Gener&l* 
I wa6 introduced, by Captain Grey, to fe- 
yeral. gentlemen, both in the civil and mi- 
litary departments. They were all ex- 
tremely kind, and <cfcliging to me, and 
appeared to be no ftrafcger6 to thttfe la*s 
of hofpitality, of whkh oar ftari^n has long 
tonfidered jffelf as the exdufive^triTeffor. 
I was invited by tbeGoVem&rGeneml 
himfelf, to a noteo, or, as they exprefe k A 

( a ball; which was to be given in the even- 
ing, in a houfe appropriated to that pur- 
pofe. On 4 enqbiry, I found that the 
danefets Were to be 'alt Engtifb ; a circutn- 
ftance that delighted Khe, as 1 hiave hi- 
therto had co opportunity of feetag any of 
their females. 



I waited with impatience for the hour 
which was to take us to the places appoint- 
ed : but as Dekher Captain Grey, nor any 
of his friepds, had the fame degreq of cu- 
riofity, the greater part of the company 
(were affembled before we reached the 
zoom* When we entered it, amazement, 
and delight, took poffeffim of my fouL 
It i$ impoffible to convey to yeo, by words, 
any idea of the beautiful objects that fur- 
rounded me : but you may jlidge of the 
tranfeendant power of their charms, when 
1 ttU yotv ttoe they fboae forth wkh ia- 
^riocible luihe, in fpite of the deformity of. 
a drefs, which appears to. hare b^en in- 
vented by envy, with an intention of dk* 
jjguring the faiteft wort5 of nature. Thefe 
^ovely creatures, to the number of about 
OQ& hpodsed* were feated on benches in 
the European fafhipo, and failed, and 
talked, to thegemkmen who addixffed 
thfc*n> with great fpirit, ^nd vivacity : but 
this, I did not wonder at; as I had been 
tol4:by.Grey, that they all either wevt* or 
had been Dancers : w}, you know, w.onpen 
of, that profefiipa %xc feldom at a lp&for 
converfatioo* 

The gceat man* having entered, and. re- 
ceived* die compHcawts of the company 
after the manner of his nation, whiph con- 
fifts of very little ceremony, the dancing 
commenced. But judge of my aftonifh- 
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merit, wben I beheld the dancing girls led 
out— not by their mailers— but— deBafing 
meannfefs? each by an EnglHh Chief? 
Sincere as my refpedi for the Governor 
General certainly is, I could not feftrain 
my indignation at feeing Chiefs, and mil»^ 
tafy Commanders of high rank and autho- 
rity, thus pubKcly degrading themfelves 
by dancing for his amufemerit. How in^ 
cenfiftent, thought I, is the conduft of 
luortals? Thefemen, who plume them- 
IHves upon their notions of liberty, * and 
^dependence, lubniit, without rehiflance, 
lq an indignity, tt> which tlteOirirahs of 
"the empire, who, m the days of its great- ' 
nefe, (urroubdfed the royal Mufmud, and 
proftrated thcmfelves tofalute the duflv 
which wasffoaken from the- feet of royalty 
would looser have died* than have fob- > 
mitted t Though, on the patt of the Eng- 
lifli Chiefs, it appeared eritiirely volun- 
tary^ yet I thought I could perceive that 
many ©f tihem felt fafficient repugnance to 
this degrading bufinefe, which they went 
through with that fort of heroic Apathy 
and indifference, which you have beheld 
in a criminal 1 of our natton when about to* 
be hanged. Indeed, I never faw a dance 
fo" very little amufing. The geftures of 
the women were as little graceful as their 
drefs ;* and had it not been for the extreme 
beauty of their countenances, I confefe, I 
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flioald fbon have been tired with looking 
at thera. 

A gentleman, whom I had feen in tho, 
morning, told me, that his wife wifhed to 
be introduced to me. The requeft fur- 
prifed me ; but as I knew the gentleman 
to be a perfonage of high rank and cha- 
racter, I prepared to follo\y him. He con- 
duced me to the oppofite fide of the room, 
and led me up to a* group oFBrbbys, whom 
I, had miftaken for fuperannuated dancing 
girls, bin whom I now, to my infinite 
aftonifhment, difcovercd to be the wives 
of men of rank and eminence, whofe 
names, according tothecuftom of theii' 
country, they bore, I could not find my- 
felf in the psefence of thefe ladies without 
experiencing a confiderable degree of em- 
barraflment ; tbis was by no means the 
cafe with them; like other females, they 
all fppke at once, and feemed endowed 
with much loquacity. They looked *t me 
with fteady countenances, totally void of 
that raodeft timidity, which is the moft 
ipeftimable gem in female beauty. That. 
glare of colouring, which, at trft fight R . 
caught my foul in the net of aftonifliment,. 
loft, by degrees, its power of enchantteent. 
And as the nightingale^*, after having 

* This fiihile, die Rajah ieems to have borrowed 
from the Perfian. Of all the poetical fables of the 
Salt, none is fo frequend/ alluded to, in the compo- 
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viewed, with fliort^ivcd raptttri, the 
fplendour of the gaudy tulip, returns with 
v*?fh delight to the contemplation of his 
beloved rofe; fo did my foul, hi themidft 
of this blaze of weftcrn beauty, tnnj to the 
remembrance of the gentle graces, and 
endearing charms of my beloved Prima* 
vfcda ? Thelovelinefsof eyes, fparklbgki 
Beauty, may attraft our admiratiou, but 
the bare recollection of thofe which beam- 
ed with the foftsefs of teadcr affe&ion, » 
yet more precious; to the foul J 

Loft 10 thcfe refleilionSi I became iafeu- 
fible to the fcene around me, and income , 
nioded by the extreme heat of the room, 
I took the firft opportunity of departing.. 
The green hoarfes or Sbrraya* hacfrctn me 
perform my morning ablbricms 1 m tile- &• 
ered ftream, before ray* firienrf Grey* &- 
turned from this noflurnal feftival. 

I know you would deem it an unpar- 
donable negle&, fiiould I fay nothing to- 
you of the city itfdf ; which,' under the 
aufpices of him who is the liberal patron 
of every ufcful, and every elegant art, is 
already become worthy or being the capi- 
tol of an empire. 

Calcutta preients to the eye of a ftranger> 
a fpe&acle, delightful fromits novelty, and 

fitions of the Ptrfian writers, a* that which iuppafe* 
the nightingale to be violently enamoured with the- 
xofe. 
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amufing from the variety of its fcenes.' 
This city, which fo fhort a time fmce as 
the Subahftiip of Coffim Ally Cawn, con- 
fitted of nothing more than a mean fort, 
and a few furrounding huts, bow fees rows 
of magnificent palaces, adorned by all the 
beauties of axchite&ure, ftretching along 
the banks of this, favoured Mouth of the 
Ganges, to the diitance of feveial miles. 
The extent, andgraodear, ofthefortrefs, 
have never failed to imprefs the Afiatic 
beholder with fentimems of awe, and ad* 
miration; but all the. ctefcriptions we have 
received tended rathet to give an idea of 
its ftrength, than beauty : it is pre-eminent 
id both :. and when the eye furveya* even 
but * part of this grand and maffy ftruc- 
ture, taking in,- at the fame glance, a view 
©f the elegant buildings of the town, fepa- 
rated from each other by gardens, rich in 
vegetable beauty, the filver current of the 
river, as it is partially feen, gliding be- 
tween the (hips of every colour,, fhape, and 
nation, which here wave their various 
ftreamers on its bofom ; it is impoffible 
for imagination to conceive a fight more 
charming. Add to this, the variety to be 
feen in the ftreets, where you behold a 
concourfe of people, whofc drefs, com- 
plexion, religion, and manners, all differ 
widely from each other :. and whofe num- 
bers are fo nearly equalled, that it is im- 

H 5 
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poffible Xo fay who is (he flrangcr. All 
appear to be at home. Here the holy 
Fakeer, with no other drefs than a piece 
of raufliQ wrapped round his lean, and 
fhrivelled limbs, walks with folded arms, 
ruminating on feme paflage of the holy 
Shatter, and ftriving„by penance and mor- 
tification, to facilitate the moment of ah- 
forption and unchanging blifs. . There the 
turbaned Muffulman, from the top of an 
adjoining minorat, adjures the followers of 
Mahomet to attend the hours of devotioa 
in the holy Mofque; while the ftately Ar- 
menian, the money changing Jew, and the 
no lefs money-loving Englifhman, mingle 
on the beach ; too intent on their affairs 
of traffic, to liften to any voice fave that 
which calls to the temple of Lacftuni*. 

European chariots, various in their form* 
and elegant in their . ftru&ure, drawn by 
horfes decked in filver ftudded harnefs, 
glide like meteors along the ftreets 5 paf- 
fing, in their career, the country tiackefy f , 
the heavy, loaded camel, and even the 
majeftic, but unwieldy, elephant, who 
turning up his great prooofcis, wonders at 
thenoife and buftle which forrounds him. 



* Goddefs of RicKes. 

t Small covered carts, drawn by bullocks, whick 
are in general ufc all over India. 
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Shall Ignorance be for ever leading 
me into error? And fhall experience never 
be able to defend me againft the dangers 
of mifconception, and miflake? I this 
morning accompanied Captain Grey into 
the country, in. an open vehicle, called a 
Buggy, drawn by one horfe, which he 
himfelf drove. It was the firft opportu- 
nity we had for converfationj fince the 
Governor's notch ; and' he was anxious to 
know my opinion of.it. * What do you 
think of the ladies/ cued he; c did you 
not think fome of them very beautiful?* 
I anfwered, ' that as to beauty, I muft 
confefs, I thought the ladies had but a 
(lender fliare in every refpeft, blonm only 
excepted, compared to that which adorn- 
ed the dancing, girls? they, indeed, were 
beautiful V c Tis them I mean,' returned 
he; ' you do not think I could erpeft 
you to admire the old painted witches, to> 

whom introduced you? * I could 

never have thought of. giving the appella- 
tion of ladies to dancing girls/ returned 
I, gravely. ' Dancing girl$l' repeated, 
he, burfting into a fit of laughter, * Why 
the ladies, whom you faw dance, were, 
"many of them, married lad es, of rank 
and diftinfUon; the lovely Mrs. * * *,, 
and her- ftill more lovely lifter, were of 
the number/ * Is it poffible/ cried I, 
. *■ that men of rank, can bafely contami- 
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©ate their honour, by fuffering their wives 
and daughters to ffoop to the degrading 
employment of dancers to the G. G— \ 
* Why/ returned Grey, almoft fuifocatecf 
with laughter, * do vou, imagine they 
danced topleafe him? * Whomfhould 
you all dance to pleafe, but him/ rejoined 
I, peeviihjy, a little piqued by the ex- 
cefs of his mirth. c Forgive me, dear 
Zaarmilla/ returned my companion ; c I 
confefs nothing could be more natural 
than your miftake : I certainly ought to 
have informed you, that dancing k a fa- 
vourite araufement in Europe; it forms 
part of the education of both fexes, and to 
dance gracefully, is an accomplishment 
on which women are taught to fet a very 
high value: nor is it without reafcn that 
it is thus efteemed, for nothing fets off the 
charms of a fine woman to greater advan- 
tage. c Did* you not remark the young 
lady in the blue and filver ?* continued he. 
* The elegance of her figure, the graceful 
nefs of all her motions, the animation that 
fparkled in her eye, and the feniibility that 
glowed in her countenance. Never did-— 9 
but here a fudden Hop was put to the ha- 
rangue: in the vehemence of his defcrip- 
tion, my friend had neglected the manage- 
ment of the reins ; the wheels of the car- 
riage were intercepted by theftumpof a 
decayed tree, and the horfe, impatient of 
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the interruption, begun to^ fret, and rear* 
till the love pierced charioteer, 'applying 
his whip to the unfortunate animal, forced 
him to make a furfden lprihg, which at 
once extricated him from confinement, 
and Broke the carriage to pieces. We 
were both tftrbwn to a confidbrabfe dif- 
-tance, and" though neither of us received 
any material injury, we were fufficiemlv 
bruifed to make us remember the lady in tie 
blue andfiJver for fome days to come. 

It kuponthofe fiibje&s which particu- 
larly excite my curiofity, that I find it 
moff difficult to procure information. 
Captain Grey, who is always wiHing to 
oblige me, when I call upon him for few 
tfmdlioQ, is* naturally of fo filent a difpofic 
tion,) that I fear to trouble him by a multi- 
plicity of queftions. When, happily, he, 
ofhis own accord, engages in com? erferioD', 
he appears to poffefe a mind, enriched* by 
the ore acknowledge > r adorned bytfte gem 
of tafle; and enlightened by ircfteady 
torch of intelTeS. 

The war, in which his nation is at pre*. 
£bnt engaged, is a fubje& he feems particu* 
Tarly afliduous to avoid : for* alas ! my 
friend* it mull be confeffed to thee, that 
thefe Chriftians do not always, as I have 
hitherto fuppofed, carry arms mfy to re* 
drefe the wrongs of the injured, to affen 
the caufe of the oppreffed, or to defend 
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thcmfclves from the invaders, of their coun- 
try;-— they a&ually make war upon one ano- 

I have, in vain, fought in their Shatter 
for fome precept that might give a fanftion 
to this cuftora, for fome incident, in the 
life of their great Teacher, that might af- 
ford a precedent for human butchery. 
But, no. Whether I turn to the life and 
convention of the Founder, or to the 
precepts and example of his firft fol- 
lowers, I find but one fpint— the fpirit' of 
peace, of love, the meeknefs of charity, 
and the magnanimity of forgivenefe. How 
.then, comes War? that fcourge of man- 
kind! nurfe of guilt ! and parent of defo- 
Jation "How comes it to be praaifed by 
jhe profeffors of a religion, which pro- 
claimed 'peace on earth, and good-will 
toward the children of men?' I confef*. 
that this queftion has greatly puzzled me ; 
and I can folve it in no other way, than by 
fuppbfiflg that the Chriftian Shafter, pre- 
fented me by Percy, is not complete : and 
that an additional revelation hath, in after 
.times been afforded to thefe Chriftianst 
in which fupplement to the Gofpels, his 
ordained, that when a fufficient number of 
Chriftian men are unitsd together, to torn* 
;m army, a brigade, or any other military 
diviuon; and are dreffed in a particular 
colour, blue or fcarlet, or a mixture of 



both, tbey fhall be liceufed to commit 
jnurder, at the command, and by the au- 
thority of their religious Superiors (provip 
ded they are in the regular. receipt of. pay 
for fo doing) ; and that all the Daughter, 
bloodfhed, and devaftation fo committed 
upon their Chriftian brethren (for whofe 
falvatipn they believe a Saviour to have 
defcended from above, and in whofe fo- 
xiety they hope to live for ever in the 
Kingdom of Heaven) fhall no longer be 
termed, Murder ; but Glory ! 

*By whom was conftru&ed that jewel 
of a word, that monosyllable, friend * ?' 
Praife to Veefhnu, for the letter I have 
juft received from thee. It was brought 
by the Dauk from Benares, and its pre- 
fence refrefhes my foul. 

Your apprehenfions of the inconveni- 
ences to which you think I muft be fub- 
jefted, among thefe Christians, are with- 
out foundation. It is true, I meet with 
, many, things that would greatly fhock me, 
did I not conftder, that that variety of 
manners, as well as of fentiments, which 
. is pleaiing to the fuperior divinities, ought 
jaot to be difpleafing to us. I neverthelefs 
cannot be eafily reconciled to that cuftom 
. of devouring the flefti of fo many inno- 
cent, and unoffending animals, whofe lives 

, \ Heetbpndes.s 
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are daily facrificed, in order to procure a 
Ihort-livcd, and inelegant enjoyment, to 
the vitiated palaces of thefe: voluptuaries. 
The injjiftice done to thele animals, is, 
however, amply revenged, by the. quali- 
ties of the liquors,, which it is the cuffom 
to fwallow at the copclufion of thefe cruel 
feafts ; and which, when taken in great 
gpanthies, feldom fails ta pervert the fe»- 
fes, and reduce the reafbn to the temporary 
level with the vidims of their gluttony. 

In regard to theceremomes of the Chrtf-. 
tiam refigion, of whfch yoja want to be 
informed, I am forty I cannot fetisfy your 
ctrriofity. Wctc I unacquainted with thse 
'peculiar precepts of their Shifter, I fhould 
be furprifed at the Kttte appearance of de- 
votion that is tobeobferved among them: 
hut knowing that it is exprefsly command- 
ed, them to "pray in fecret, and not ap- 
pear unto men ta Ifeft/ my wander is 
changed into admiration at the ftri&nefe 
and pun&uaKty with which they adhere to 
the precept! The fame fecrccy is, in- 
deed, enjoined them with regard to their 
afts of charity, but it muft be confeffed 
that, in this particular, they are not quite 
fofcrupulous. 

I yefterday accompanied Captaip Grey 
to a hall, called a coffee-houfe, wlitere it 
is the cuftom for gentlemen to meet and 
converfe on bufinefs, or politics. We no 
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fooner entered, than I obferved the eyes 
of my companion to fix upon a young man 
of about feventren or eighteen years, who 
fat in a come* erf the room, apparently re- 
tiring, from obfervattocr. Meltracbofy and" 
deje&ion were painted* on a countenance, 
which the hand of nature had endowed 
with manly bcanry. The mtennefs. of his 
^ttire proclaimed' him to be no fkvourita 
of Lackfhrai •; but hisairfeemed fuited 
to a better garb. Captain Grey took up 
« printed paper, which lay before him, but 
his eyes were frequently turaedtoward; ttie 
youth, and his mind appeared abforbed in' 
reflection. A perfon at length entered, 
vho addreffed the young man, by the 
name of Mfcrton* * RfortDa** repealed* 
GYey,, (bringing toward the; youtn, Bis 
eyes gliffening with pleafure, and" his man- 
ly countenance animated by the glow* 
which warmed his bofom, * Morton/ re- 
peated he, c was the name of my firft 
friend, my worthy tutor ; and- every fea-. 
ture tells me, that you, fir, muft be his 
fon. *The reverend Mr. Morton, bf 

" ' , was iny father/ returned, the 

young man. c Then you are the foa 
of my old friend/ cried Grey, taking the 
young man by the hand ; and you muft 
look on me as a brother : but this is' no 

* The Goddcfs of Fortune. 
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pUcCy continued he, "to have all my 
questions anfwered ; you muft come home 
with me, and Jet me hear every particular 
refpe&ing the fituation of your family, 
and efpecially that of your worthy father, 
who, I hope, is yet alive?* Alas! No ; r 
returned Morton : € it pleafed Heaven to 
take him from us upwards of ten months 
ago.' The tear of filial fenfibility^ which 
trembled in the eye of Morton, appeared 
to be infe&ious ; my friend Grey feemed 
afraid of it ; and taking the young man by 
the arm, he inftantly led him to the houfe 
that is now our home. 

On our arrival there, he engaged the 
young man to give him a recital of all 
that had befallen his family, fince the pe- 
riod in which be bad been under the tmV 
tion of his father. The relation was fhort, 
and fimple. 

His father, wHo it feems was a prieft of 
the order q£ Curates (for Fo, at my rcqueft, 
he wrote the word) had, in his old age,. 
been affailed by difeafe, and affli&ed by 
poverty ; death, at length, came to his 
releafe, and fent him tQ obtain the reward 
of virtue in the region of felicity. 

The young man, after this event,, prsv- 
pofed to vifit India ; hoping that in a re- 
gion* which fince the foundation of the 
wbrld has been pouring out her treafures 
to enrich the various countries of the 
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earth, he ought acquire a competence for 
the fapport of his mother and fifters. 
With the reluflance of a fond parent, 
ftruggling between the diftates of pru- 
dence, and the yearnings of affedUon, his 
mother at length yielded to his entreaty. 
She was the fooner induced to do fo, from 
the consideration of the many affluent re- 
lations fhe had in the capital ; all of 
whom, fhe fondly hoped, would flrain 
every nerve to promote the intereft of 
her fon. To all thefe affluent relations, 
fhe wrote in his behalf, reqtfefting from 
them letters of introduction to foroe of 
the great Chiefs in India, and having pre- 
fented him with thefe harbingers of fu- 
ture fortune, fhe fufFered him to depart, 
loaded with maternal blefflngs. On his 
arrival at the capital* which they callXon- 
dbn, he did not fail to vifit thofe "rela- 
tions on whom depended his profpefis of 
future felicity. 

Some of them, having been under pe- 
culiar obligations to his father, would, he 
doubted not, rejoice in this opportunity of 
dHcharging their debt of gratitude $ but it 
2 unfortunately happened, 'that' he never 
could find any of them at Home* 

After repeated difappointments, he wrote 
to each of them, encTofing his mother's 
letters to them ; and after many days of 
anxious folicitude, he received the anfwers 
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of thofe on whom his hopes had been prin- 
cipally placed. Tbey all grieved at not 
haviog it in their power to fei vc him : 
they could not but be forry, extremely 
forry, that he had fet outinthemoft un- 
lucky moment poffible ; &r one had juft 
procured an appointment for the fon of h» 
taylor, and could not again, trouble his 
friends in power with a fimibr application. 
Another had lately iwde it.a point never 
to folick any thing, fbr any petfon out of 
his own family. & third, badgjwen.up* 
feme years agg, all. correfpondeoce with, 
India ; aud a fourth had made a> recent 
vow, never to plague bift fneiyls with let- 
ter* of iatrodudlion. Mortified and: diC- 
pkked, with tbefe various disappointment^ 
he was on the poiat of giving up the puc* 
fuit, when bis landlady who bad: formerly* 
lived in his father's parUh* informed, him* 
that Her daughter's hufband bad a friend, 
who was intimately acquainted, with. a. 
butcher, who had a vote in a borough, of 
which one of the Bire&ors. of the com* 
panyof Merchants^ who. have become th« 
Sovereigpa of fo great a part of India, was 
the reprefentative :. by this u^ia of iattreft 
ihe hoped tQ do fomething for him* (The 
good woman's hopes,, and. boneft endear 
vours were not fruftratect) Thx»c(Ugk the 
friend of her daughter's hufband; fee pro- 
cured for him an introdu&ion ta the flayec 
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of cattle, who prevailed with the Direflor, 
t6 favour the curate's fon with a letter of 
introduction to one of the Englifh Chiefs 
at this places and, at the fame time, cave 
him an order for his paflage in one of the 
Company's 4hips. 

His fufleringson the voyage were many, 
but his ardour was invincible. Immediate- 
ly on his arrival at Calcutta, he prefemcfcl 
the letter, on which was founded all bis 
fijture hopes; but, alas ! what was his 
mortification, on being told by the great 
man to whdSm it was addtefled, rhat it was 
.only one of a hundred applications of the 
fame kind, the twentieth .part of which it 
was utterly impoflible for him to attend 
to! 

In a land of Grangers, without friends, 
and without bread, too modeft to folicit, 
and too proud to bear the harlhnefs of re- 
pulfe, without feeling its indignity, is it 
to be wondered that he was reduced to 
defporidency ? 

* It was at this period, in the moment of 
.deje&ion and deipair that he was difco- 
% vered "by the ^worthy friend of Percy, in 
whom he has, indeed, found a brother. 

This incident feems to have entirely ba- 
nifhed that filence and r-eferve, which 1 
fcave hitherto confidered as natural tothe 
'temper of my friend. Roufed by the ar- 
dour ofiriendfhip, be 'exerted, in its caufe, 
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all his eloquence and aflivity : and, in two 
days, procured for the young roan an ap- 
pointment, which will loon enable him to 
return the obligations he owes to parental 
tendernefs, with the fubftantial proofs p£ 
filial affe&ion. 

,1 have for fome days laboured under an 
indilpofiuon, which has kept me from go* 
ing abroad. The moil moriifyiqg circum- 
ftance attending my confinement, is the 
deprivation of the pleafure I promifed my. 
felf, in accompanying Grey to the houfes 
of fome noble Saibs, where numbers of 
Bibbies were affembled. By the accounts 
I received from him, on his return from 
thefe parties, I could eafily perceive that 
the remembrance of the bruifes, we re- 
ceived in our fall, had not been able to 
give him any antipathy to the lady in the 
blue and Jilver. As often as he was difap- 
pointed in his expectations of feeing hec 
at any of thofe feafts, the difappointment 
was vifible in his countenance, and he cut 
'fhort all enquiries, by declaring, that the 
vifit had been very Jlupid. But if- the 
evening was fpent in her prefence, hilarity 
fmiled in every feature, and joyfulneis 
beamed from bis eyelids. 

I .longed to fee a female* capable of 
making fo deep an impreffion, on a mind 
fa folid ;. and as foon as I was able to go 
abroad, I accepted, with'eagenrefs, an in- 
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T.itanon to the houfe of a friend, where 
Jhe, ind many other ladles, were expe&ed 
to fpend the evening. Captain Grey had, 
3d his impatience, ordered our Pallenkeens 
at fo early an hour, that \ye were at his 
friend's houfe long before any other gufft 
appeared. The ladies, at length, raine ! 
;and I recognized the features of federal 
whom I had feen at.the notch*; but me- 
thought they appeared more modeft, as 
well as more beautiful, than when 1 mif- 
took them for dancing girls, fo much is our 
opinion under the dominion of our ima- 
gination. I was now eager to liften to their 
difcourfe, and delighted in the expedation 
of hearing worcls of wifdom proceeding 
from the lips of beauty. Wife might be 
-the words they ottered, and truly edifying 
their converfa lion-; but, unhappily for me, 
1 was too ignorant of the topics they dif- 
cufled, to receive much benefit. 

Two ladies who had juft arrived from 
Eugland, engroffed the greateft fhare of 
xhe difcourfe : innumerable queftions were 
put to therr., which rhey anfwered with 
great quidnefs and volubility. In the 
courfe of their converfation, frequent men- 
tion was made of public places ; by which 
I underftand faftitutions, fimilat to thofe 
formerly eflablifhe"dsat Athens, where the 
xenowned Socrates, FhKQ, Zeno, &c. ini- 
tiated their difciples in the* isy&eries of 
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wifdom and philolbphy : whatever arc the 
fcieDces taught at tbofc modem feminaries 
of tafte 4&d learning, the minds of thefe 
ladies fisemed to have acquired the mod 
lively aelifli for them.; and the .same 
<*f Yeftris * (who I take to be one of the 
principal of their infttu&ors) was never 
mentioned without the epithet of delight- 
fal ! charming ! divine t 

It is not Mrpiifing, that to tbefe fe- 
males, fo well inftruAed, fo learned, and 
fcdate, fhould be entrufted the mod im-, 
portant concerns of the ftate. Such an 
one's having had an affair with a certain 
great man, was frequently mentioned : but 
fo great was the modefty of thefe ladie?, 
that not one of them ever hinted at having 
had an affair with any -great man herfel£ 

While I was employed in liftening to 
this coaverfation, my friend Grey was 
too much occupied with the young lajjy, 
whofe charms had captivated his heart, to 
pay attention to any other objeft. In con- 
verfing with her, he feemed infpired wkh 
uoufual eloquence; .and I was happy i& 
perceive that the fair maiden Appeared 
not infcnfible to his attention ; but fmiled 
upon him with angel-like fwcetnefs aud 
•complacency. 

* A celebrated Opera Dancer. 
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. I have already obferved to you, that no* 
thing can be metre awkward, and ungrace* 
fell, than the drefe of thefe females ; their 
robes inftead of falling in eafy and grace- 
ful folds around their limbs, are extended 
on huge frames, made of bamboo, or 
feme fimiiar material, and gives to their 
figure \ery much the fhape of a Moor 
Pcmkjr*. The only ufeful ornament 
they have, is a Chouryf, which, inftead 
«f being carried in the hands of their at* 
tendant, is ^ftuck in the heads of the la- 
dies, where by the continual motion, it 
is of great utility in driving off the flies,. 
*rhieh are here much more troublefome 
and oflenfive than in Kuttaher, 

After fome time was fpent in conversa- 
tion, many of the company fat down to 
cards: that which Sheermaal ignorantly 
pronounced a /pedes vfwvrjbip ; being, id 
reality, no other than an amufeuient, in- 
vented by the Europeans, as chefs was by 
our aoocitors, for the paftime of the rich, 
and idle. Judge then, what degree of 
credit is due to the Teprefentations of that 
arrogant Bramin, when he afierts, that 
many of the females of the Weft, mak* 
this paftime the chief bufinefs of their eV 
silence, facrificing to it the duties they ov 

* A country veffel of a peculiar conftruftion, i 

{or tke conveyance of cotton andother^bulky article*. 

f A bunch of feather* uft4 to drive a way the r 

Vot. I. I 
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tofociety, as wives, as mothers, as ra- 
tional and intelligent creatures. Bafe flair* 
derer ! bow little doth he know of jtae la- 
dies of England! 

I have omitted no opportunity of pro- 
curing from the young friend ot-Captain 
Grey, fome degree of information refpe£U 
ing the order of the Priefthood, to^which 
his father belonged. Thefc Priefts, when 
fpoken of colleflively are called the 
Church ; and have the precedence of the 
Sovereign, as may be inferred from the 
ufual mode of ^xporffion, Church and 

From the convterfaliob of Morton and 
his friend, I am convinced that to prefers 
the primitive purity of their religion, is 
the firft objeft of attention to the Englifh 
Government. To afcertain the virtues 
of thofe who are devoted to the facred 
fcn&ion, they are deftined to undergo 
i trials of.no common kind. Worldly riches 
land honours are held out, not as rewards 
\to virtue; but rather as means of proving 
the degree of pride, vetfality, hypocrify, 4 
taieannefs, &c. of the individuals ; and as 
they are care&Hy withheld from all, who 
lave not given unequivocal proofs of fome 
rfthefe qualifications, men of modeft vir* 
ttie, and rigid jmegrity, run no rifk of 
Wing fpoiled bj the pomps and vanities of 
tl>is wicked world,. 
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By thefc humble, and lowly men, are 
pet formed all the moft facred, and impor- 
tant, duties of their fun&ion. TBele in- 
ftrudt the ignorant, comfort the affii&ed, 
vifit the fick. .ft is the prayers of thefe, 
which afcend to the throne of the Eternal ; 
and it is thefe, likewife, who from their 
flender ftore, irfipart relief to the children 
of indigence. 

Such were the duties performed % the 
father of Mr; Morton, who, according to 
Grey^added to the virtues of a Chiiftian 
Prieft, the learning of a true philofopher. 
This excellent man was never molefted by 
the offer ef what is called preferment, but 
was permitted to exert his fuperior talents 
and virtues io- a Rate of poverty, equal to 
. that of thefirfl teachers of Chriilianity. 

Thus is the purity of the Prieft hood 
prefervedL The leaft worthy of its mem- 
bers are provided for in this world ; and 
thofe, whofe labours have been truly bene- 
ficial to mankind, who have difiufed know- 
ledge by their writings? infpired the love 
of virtue, by their precepts ; and taught 
the pra&ice of it, by their example, are, 
permitted to look for their reward in the 
world to come ! 

c In this world,' fays the philofbpher, 
€ the wealthy are every one, every where, 
and at all times powerful. Riches being 
the foundation of preferment, and an intro- 

Ia 
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du&ion to the favour of tbe Prince*/ It 
is likewife, here, a neceffary introdu&ion 
to the favour of the ladies. 

My poor friend Grey returned this 
morning from the houfe, which is the refi- 
dence of his charmer, in a ftate of indc- 
feribable agitation. Vexation, difpleafure, 
and difappointment, were written in fuch 
legible chara&ers on his countenance, that 
they could neither be concealed, nor mis- 
taken. I loon difcovered that his uneafi- 
nefs had arifen from that fex, whofe fickle- 
nefs, and infidelity, have been the theme 
of the fatirift of a thoufand generations* 

We are told, by the fages, c that wo- 
men have beta at all times inconftant, even 
among the celeftials; and that the fecurity 
for their virtue, is neither a precife beha- 
viour, nor a modeft countenance, bur de- 
pends folely on the want of Aiitors*.* 
Thefe are Words of gall, flowing from tbe 
heart of the dilappointed ! It was not, 
however, on the ncklenefs of the fex, that 
my friend poured forth the inve&ivesof 
his wrath ; it was upon their avarice, aijd 
ambition. 

Had I given credit to his affertions, I 
ihould have coniidered all the young lob- 
bies of Calcutta, as votaries of Lackfh mi * : 

*Sec.Wsetopadw. 
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and that, with them, € .no man is hand- 
fome, nope ugly, none virtuous, valiant, 
or wife, but as he is rick. 9 

The fmiles of the lady in the blue and 
filver, which gladdened the heart of my 
friend, were; not beftowed upon him, but 
upon the fortune, which; by the mifchiev- 
ous folly of youog Cooper, ihe was led to 
imagine he poffeffed. , Charmed by her 
affability, and milled by the^omplacency 
with which lhe received his attentions, my 
friend affured himfelf of. having a place in 
her heart. His fortune is not large, but 
he imagined it fufficient to preclude every 
inconvenience ; and indulged bimfelf, in 
forming the moft enchanting pidure of 
domeftic felicity. He went out this morn- 
ing, with an intention of imparting bis 
fcheme of happineft to her, on whofe ap- 
probation it was to depend. He was cha- 
grined, at heating (he was not at home : 
but was met at the gate, by the mafter of 
thejioufe, who is brother-in-law to the 
lady, and who politely entreated him to 
return. How great was his furprife, on 
entering the apartment, to which he was 
led by the gentleman, to fee the fair objedfc 
of his paffion, feated befide a rich civilian, 
to whom fortune has made amends for the 
{paring boons of nature ; and on whom, 
the young Bibby fmiled with the fweeteft 
complacency. Poor Grey, ftunned by 
I 3 
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this appearance, was yet more embarrafled 
by the diftant coldnels with which fhe re- 
turned bis falutations. He did not long 
remain in a fituation fo cruelly mortifying, 
but carting a look of contempt on his mif- 
trefs, haftily withdrew. 

He was met, in the anti-chamber, by 
young Cooper, who, reading in the coun- 
tenance of the rejdted lover all that had 
paffed, burft into $ loud laugh. c So,,ftie 
has difcoveYed the trick/ cried he, * I 
could lay a hundred guineas bythe woeful 
length of your countenance, that fhe has 
found us out.* Grey, who was in no hu- 
mour to 4>e trifled with, quickly put an 
end to bis mirth, and forced from him aa 
explanation of the ciicumftances to which, 
he alluded. Cooper confeffed to him, that; 
the very evening on which the lady was 
firft introduced to bis acquaintance, he had 4 
mentioned him to her, as the worthy pot 
feflfor of many lacks. 

Piqued at being thus made the dupe of 
the mifchievous trick of a boy, and' the 
fcorn of an ambitious woman, he rails at 
the whole fex, without confidering, that, 
difappointment is, rooft frequently, the 
' fruit of the tree of our own planting.* 
He knew not the character of this damieL 
— but ftie was beautiful ; and. he afibred 
himfelf it muft be excellent ! He knew 
not from whom her mitd had received the 
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light of inftru&ion— -but flic danced grace- 
fully ; and he gave her credit for every ac- 
complifhment. She fmiled upon him-— 
and was it poffible to doubt her difcern- 
ment ? . The qualities which alone confti- 
tute the affectionate wife, the faithful 
friend, the tender mother, were the fpon- 
taneoua offspring of his own impafiioned 
fancy. Bora of error, how could they be 
expe&ed to live to maturity? 

This affair has given me much pain, oa 
account of the wound ithasinflifted on 
the feelings of my friend ; and* for my 
own part, I grieve to find, that thefe lovely 
females of England are not totally free 
from unperfeiSdon ! 

Having juft had notice, of ad opportu- 
nity of difpattjhin^ this packet, I haftily 
bring it to a conclufion. 

May the errors of others teach us wif- 
dom, and while the waters of experience 
flow through our hearts, may they fru&ify 
and enrich the foil! The hlefling of thy 
father reft upon thee. 

What can I fay more ? 
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LETTER XL 

From the Same, to the Same. 

SlNCE I laft held the reed that is dedi- 
cated to friendfhip, my foul hasbeen tofled 
in the whirlwind of confli&ing paflions/ 
Mydefires have been at variance with 
each other. Friendfhip calls me to AI-* 
mora, while the infatiable thirft of curio- 
fity, the love of knowledge, and of no- 
velty, all unite in prompting me to the 
hazardous undertaking of an, European 
voyage. 

Full of dangers, and of difficulties, as 
this ftep may appear to you, no obftacle 
prefects itfelf to my view, half fo formida- 
ble as thy difapprobation. But why Ihould 
a difference of opinion between men of 
found principles caufe a breach of friend- 
" fhip ? * Tkejlalkofthe Lotus may be broken, 
and the fibres remain conneded:' and are 
not the fibres of affedion, that unite our 
hearts, of a ftronger texture ? 

Let: not the length of the voyage, of the 
confideration of its dangers, give any un- 
eafinefs to the breaft of my friend ; for 
' what is too great a load tor thofe who 
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feaveftrength? What is dHlancc tatbe 
indefatigable ? What is a foreign country* 
to thofe whc* have fcicacc ? Who is ? 
ftrangeF, to thofe who have the habit of 
fpeaUng kindly*? 

Xvery thing I have feen, every thing I 
have heard, fince I have been, in this place, 
has tended to create doubt, and aggravate 
curiofity. My opinion of the morals and 
manners of Chriftians, formed upon thp 

Erecepts contained in their Shatter, has 
een frequently daggered by the obferv^- 
tidn of p radices, incoofifteiu^with its fim- 
plicity and the knowledge o£a&ions» ir- 
reconcilable to the tenor of its precepts. 

It is true, tbefe instances are not liniver- 
fel ; and that by far the greater number of 
thofe with whom I converfe, are raea whip, 
though they have not the words of their 
Shatter often ia their mouths, feem to 
have imbibed a part of its fpirit in their 
hearts. Indeed, the extreme delicacy ob- 
fervedby the Chriftians of this place, in 
regard to the expreffion of religious fenti* 
ment, is fo univerfal, that I do not won- 
der that to fuch a fuperficial obferver as 
Sheermaal, itlhould have appeared doubt- 
ful whether they really bad any religion at 
all, 

* Sec Hcctopadcs, page 93. 
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This amiable modefty, which no doubt, 
originates in that refpe& for the opinions 
of their Muffulman, and Hindoo friends, 
which renders them anxious not to hurt 
their feeling by an oppofition of fentiment, 
is carried to fuch a length, that they, who 
generoufly extol the wifdom of Zoroafter, 
the morality*6f the Kroan, and the fubli- 
mity.of the Veda, make no more mention 
of the energetic eloquence of Paul, or the 
beautiful fimplicity of the Gofpels, than if 
they were aftually ignorant of both ! 

But to return to the more immediate 
Ibbjeft of this letter. I have not deter* 
mined on the important ftep I am about 
to take, without weighing well all the ar- 
guments which I thought you could ad- 
duce againft it. 

ThelofsofCaft, which to you appears 
fo formidable, has, I confefs, to me loft 
many of its terrors. I jjave made it the 
endeavour of my life, to aft in. the manner 
that to me appeared moft conformable ^p 
the will of the omaifcient Spirit; the eter- 
nal Brahma, and ' he,' faith Kriihna / he 
is myfervant, he is dear to me> who is free 
from enmity ; merciful ; and exempt from 
pride y and felffhnefs. : who is the fame tn 
pain and in pleajure ; patient of wronps-} 
contented, andwhofe mind is fixed on me alone*.* 

f See Bhagvat Geeta. 
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Can this Being, whofe animating fpirit 
is fpread abroad over the whole univerfe! 
can he behold withdifpleafure, the attempt 
*>f any of his creatures, tp explore the va- 
ried forms of being which partake of his 
offence? Doth not this All-porvading, 
Life-givingibul of univerftl oature, refide 
in the piercing regions^tff the north, ad 
well as in thole which are favoured with 
the fmiles of Surraya ? And, doth not the 
knowledge of the truth exalt the children 
♦of Brahma more than the defcent <& & 
thoufand AvatoFs? 

Let then Maandaara reft afluied, that 
in quitting, for a feafon^the favoured land 
*>f Hbdoftan, Zaarmilla doth nothing con- 
trary to the fpirit of our religion : and as 
ibr the eenfuresof the bigotted, and illibe- 
ral, I regard them not. * He/ faith the 
prince df Gove*dhan, ' is my beloved, of 
whom mankind is not afraid, and who is 
not afraid of mankind: whoisunfolicitous 
about events/ and to whom praife and 
blam£ are as oneV 

But, in truth, from -the Bramins I have 
•little to apprehend. I have given orders, 
*hat the gifts I bave fer liberally beftowed t 
may be continued; fo that the accuftomary 
Poojah may Jbe regularly performed in my 
abfeoce- and I have fent them fuch reafons 

* See Mahhabbaiat. 
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for my departure, as I make no doubt, 
will perfe&iy iatisfy them. 

It U thou M aandaara, it is thou, that ait 
entrufted with the hope of Z*ar milk's 
heart. My ion ! the tender pledge of the 
love a£ Prymaveda, I confide to thy care: 
my confidence is in thy virtue, and in the 
tender afie&ioa of my lifter. I was a fa- 
ther to her tender vears, fhall ftie not be a 
mother to thofe ot my child ? ' 

May the niler of the Devas keep thee 
/rom evil I May Vrehefhpatee watch over 
thy dwelling, and the bountiful Lackihmi 
load thee with her bleflings. 

What can I fay more ? 
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